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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter deals with research background, research the problem, 

research objectives, scope & limitations, research significance, and definition of 

key terms. Each section is presented as follows. 

 

1.1 Research Background 

Language is very important in our life to communicate and show an 

expression, reaction, information, feelings, experience, knowledge, and some 

situations to each other.Without language people do not know the meaning of 

something and will miss the communication which appears among each other. 

Hornby (2007) states that language is a system of sounds, words, and pattern used 

by human to thoughts and feeling. Therefore, language is systematic way of using 

words that people can share information and show their emotion, ideas, feeling, 

experience, and knowledge effeciently. Every language has literature and 

figurative meaning, English is no exception. 

In language there are two kinds way to give the meaning, implicit meaning 

and explicit meaning. In recent study, Ismail (2017) explained that explicit 

meaning is the message that directly clear witten in the text. Ismail (2017) also 

explained that implicit meaning is the message that has not expressly stated in the 

text, such as figurative language.According to Abram (2009), literature is a term 

used to describe written texts marked by careful use of language, including 

features such as creative metaphors, well- turned phrases, elegant syntax, rhyme, 
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alliteration, which are aesthetically read or intended by the author to be 

aesthetically read and  are deliberately somewhat open in interpretation. 

Figurative language may use not only in a daily life conversation but also 

in a literary works like novel, poem, and song’s lyrics. A figurative language is a 

language that uses words or expression with a meaning that is different from 

literal interpretation (grammar.yourdictionary.com). When the writer uses literal 

language, he or she is simply explaining the facts as they are. Figurative language 

is language very coommonin poetry and song’s lyric. There are many different 

type of figurative language, such as; metaphor, simile, personification, hyperbole, 

symbol, etc.Song not only uses denotative meaning to express message from 

singer but also connotative meaning. Connotative meaning happens because the 

singers wish to share their agreement, disagree, happy, unhappy, etc, for the 

listeners.For example, some lyrics on the song use figurative language to make it 

more interesting and imaginative. 

A study about analysis of figurative language in poem was done by Hasanah 

(2012) entitled “An Analysis of Figurative Language in the Machman by Khalil 

Gibran”. The study found that there are nine kinds of figurative language in eleven 

poems of Kahlil Gibran such as : personification, metonymy, repetition, symbolism, 

litotes, metaphor, hyperbola, pleonasm, and simile.Another previous study about 

analysis of figurative language in song lyrics was done by Susanti (2014) entitled “The 

Analysis of Figurative Language in Demi Lovato’s Song Lyrics in the Album Demi”. 

She found that were six kinds of figurative languages used in seven songs of Demi such 

as: irony, metaphor, allusion, personification, symbol, and apostrophe. 
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Inspired by those two kinds studies, the writer focuses on kinds and 

meaning of figurative language in Avril Lavigne’s song“When You’re 

Gone.”This song is written  by  Canadian  singer Avril Lavigne and Butch 

Walker. This song was written for Lavigne’s 2007 album The Best Damn Thing. 

It was co written and produced by Butch Walker and released as the second single  

in that album on June 19, 2007. 

When You’re Gone is the top radio charts in 2007. This song also win 

several music awards. In 2006, this song wins BMI awards as award- winning 

songs. In 2007, this song wins Paja Awards as single of the year. In 2008, this 

song wins Imperio Music Awards as video of the year and Best Pop song in Socan 

Awards. In 2012, this song wins +100.000.000 views in VevoCertified Awards. 

Based on the achievement above, the writer is interested to analyzethe kindand 

meaning of figurative language in that song. Beside that, many people like singing her 

song just for fun without knowing the meaning. Besides, figurative language is an 

effective way to expressed an idea that is not easily understood because its complexity. 

Figurative language can be used to compare one idea to second idea to visualize the 

first idea easier. It would help the the writers to elicit emotion, help the readers from 

mental images and draw readers into the work. The last, the writer is interested with her 

appearence and her songs are good to be heard. 

 

1.2 Research Problem 

Related to the backgrounds of the study above, the research problems are 

stated as follows: 
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1. What kind of figurative languages are found in the lyrics of “When 

You’re Gone” song by Avril Lavigne? 

2. What are the meaning of each figurative language in the lyrics of 

“When You’re Gone” song by Avril Lavigne? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

Based on research problems above the purpose of the study are stated as 

follows: 

1. To find out the kind of figurative language found in the lyrics of “When 

You’re Gone” song by Avril Lavigne. 

2. To find out the meaning of each figurative language in the lyrics of “When 

You’re Gone” song by Avril Lavigne. 

 

1.4 Scope and Limitations 

The scope of this study is “ When You’re Gone” song by Avril 

Lavigne.This study is limited to analyze figurative language and meaning from “ 

When Youre Gone” song by Avril Lavigne. 

 

1.5 Research Significance 

The writer hopes, this study can give contribution and useful for the 

students in English language education area. Besides, this study is also expected 

to develop the reader’s understanding about kinds and meanings of figurative 

language. Therefore, this thesis is expected to be used by the students as a 

reference in conducting research related to this topic. 
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1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

In order to keep away from misunderstanding and misinterpretation 

bellows are the key terms: 

According to Macmillan (1987), figurative language is figures of speech 

that surprise us with the uniqe comparison. 

Lyric lyrics designate a short poem, which emphasizes of the individual’s 

feelings and emotionrather than external events or attitudes. (Aziz, 2011) 

Song is a short poem or number of verses set of music intended to be sung 

by the singer. (Hornby in Putri, 2013) 

When You're Gone is a song written by Canadian  singer AvrilLavigne and 

Butch Walker. 


