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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 

In this chapter, the researcher would like to explain briefly the underlying 

theories relevant to the research objectives. The basic theories will cover the 

understanding of research design, population and sample of the research, data 

collection, and data analysis. 

 

3.1 Research Design 

Research design is a method that contains the researchers’ plans and 

procedures to gain an understanding of some group of phenomena in its context 

(Ary, et al., 2010). It means that the researcher needs to have a good plan for 

conducting their research. 

Quantitative and qualitative is the option of selecting the research design 

(Ary, et al., 2010). Quantitative research is designed to gather numeric data that 

are used to answer question or test. On the other hand, qualitative research is 

designed to obtain the real data into words rather than number and to understand a 

phenomenon, or point of view from the perspective of those involved. 

Furthermore, qualitative methods separate into five groups: ethnography, 

narrative, grounded theory, case study, and, phenomenological (Sauro, 2015). 

First, in ethnography, the researcher goes directly to the target environment of 

participants to understand the goals, culture, challenges, motivations, and 

emerging themes. Second, narrative approach builds a series of events, usually 
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from just one or two people to form an integrated story. Third, it is grounded 

theory. Grounded theory provides an explanation or theory behind the event. The 

researcher uses interviews and documents to build a theory based on data. Fourth, 

case studies involve an in-depth understanding of several types of data sources. 

Case studies can be explanatory, explorative, or describe an event. Last, it is 

phenomenological. In a phenomenological study, the researcher uses a 

combination of methods, such as conducting interviews, reading documents, 

watching videos, or visiting places and events to understand the participants' 

surroundings against whatever is being examined. 

Based on the explanation above, this research uses phenomenological 

research design to understand the participants' surroundings against whatever is 

being examined. Phenomenological is chosen because the research investigates 

the difficulties in reading narrative text faced by the students of MTs Al-Hidayah 

Liang. 

 

3.2 Research Subjects 

The research is conducted in MTs Al-Hidayah Liang. The school is 

located on Jl. Raya Waihula Liang KP 97582, Salahutu, Ambon, and Central 

Maluku. This school is selected as a field of research because the researcher 

already has a permission from that school. Therefore, the researcher knows the 

condition of the school. 

The researcher employs snowball sampling. It is done when the initial 

interviewee suggests the name to be interviewed (Latief, 2016). Then, the next 
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subject suggests another name. The researcher keeps interviewing until the data is 

saturated. In other words, there is no more new data achieved.  

 

3.3 Data Collection 

Data collection comprises the instrument and procedures employed in the 

research. 

 

3.3.1 Technique and Instruments 

In qualitative research, there are two types of instruments: primary 

instrument and secondary instrument. Ary, et al. (2010) states that in qualitative 

research, the primary instrument to gather and analyze the data is the researcher or 

human investigator. Moreover, the researcher still needs the other instrument as 

the secondary instrument. The secondary instrument can be collected from 

fieldwork methods such as observation, interview and document analysis (Ary, et 

al., 2010). 

 

3.3.1.1    Primary Instrument 

Primary instrument is the instrument where the researcher used him or 

herself as the primary instrument for data collection in qualitative research (Ary, 

et al., 2010). It means the researcher is the primary instrument itself in this 

research or human instrument. 
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3.3.1.2    Secondary Instrument 

To strengthen the findings, secondary instrument is utilized. In this 

research, the researcher employed interview. 

 

3.3.1.2.1 Interview 

Ary, et al. (2010) points out interview is one of the most widely used and 

basic methods for obtaining qualitative data. It is used to gather data from people 

about opinions, beliefs, and feelings about the situation in their own words. Ary, 

et al., (2010) divide interview into 3, semi or partially structured interview, 

unstructured interview, and structured interview. One characteristic that all 

quantitative interview format shares is that questions are typically open-ended or 

cannot be answered with yes or no or simple words. 

Semi-structured interview is the interview in which the area of interest is 

chosen, and questions are formulated. However, the interviewer may modify the 

format or questions during the interview process. Unstructured interview is the 

interview in which the questions arise from the situation. Structured interview is 

an interview where the interviewer prepares the questions and does not go beyond 

the script. Furthermore, the structured interview is the most suitable for this 

research. It is because the researcher already lists the question to be asked to the 

students about their difficulties of reading narrative text. 

Furthermore, the researcher conducts the interview by face to face with the 

students of MTs Al-Hidayah Liang. Since the researcher already has a deal with 



17 
 

the school.  In addition, the researcher records the interview as well to ease in 

collecting the data. 

 

3.3.2 Procedure 

Collecting data is an important step in doing the research. To collect data, 

the researcher performs several steps as follows: 

1. The researcher asks permission to the school to use the class as the research 

subject or participant. 

2. The researcher constructs the questions about students’ perception.  

3. The researcher chooses the students as the sample of doing research. 

4. The researcher interviews the students to get the data. 

5. The interview is stopped once the data is saturated. 

6. The researcher takes the conclusion from the interview. 

 

3.4. Data Analysis 

This section discusses the activities dealing with the analysis of the data. 

The researcher uses interview to identify the difficulties in reading narrative text 

faced by students of MTs Al-Hidayah Liang. The procedures of analysis the data 

are explained below. 

Data analysis is very important in every research. It functions as the way 

to figure out the result of the investigation and enable to present what has been 

discovered. Ary, et, al. (2010) reveals that data analysis is the process from which 

the data are searched for and arranged out. Then, it is established to form a 
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comprehension about what has been investigated. In this research, the researcher 

will analyze all the data taken from the interview. The steps of analyzing the data 

are described as follows: 

1. Listing the data of interview into narrative text.

2. Reducing the extraneous fragments in the interview.

3. Interpreting the result of the interview.

4. Drawing conclusions from the data analysis. In drawing the conclusion, the

researcher analyzes the findings based on the interview.


