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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

This chapter presents some related reviews and expert’s statements that are 

related with the study. These reviews can give important background information 

to support the study. 

2.1 Figurative Language 

Figurative language is a language style that is usually used by writers to 

show their inner feelings or expressions in order to make the readers able to 

imagine or interpret what they feel. According to Keraf (1994:113), figurative 

language is a way of showing mind through a special language that shows the soul 

and the characteristic of the writers (language users). “Figurative language was 

thought of as being one aspect of what gives a text in particular, a poetic-text 

special esthetic value (Barbara, 2014:1)”. From this argumentation, it can be 

concluded that figurative language has its own aesthetic value that can show the 

writer’s characterisitcs and almost all the writers use figurative in order to give 

effect, and make interest.  

According to Diyanni (2002:709) “Figurative language is used when 

something is meant to different interpretation than the actual meaning of the 

words”. In the figurative language, there is a hidden meaning or message behind 

words or sentences, so that the readers have different interpretation depending on 

each individual thought. Based on Kennedy (1983:479), figurative language is 

usually used by the speaker or writer to give different thing in a word or sentence 

in order to make the sentences or words more beautiful. From the Kennedy’s 
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argument figurative language can show the characteristic and the inner feeling of 

the writer. Sometimes people use figurative language when they cannot say 

directly, because figurative language contains many non-literal meanings in order 

to make words or sentences attractive.  

2.1.2 Kinds of Figurative Language 

There are many kinds of figurative language such as simile, metaphor, 

personification, etc. Some experts have their own statement in each type of 

figurative language: 

1. Simile  

Comparison between two dissimilar objects by using word such as; 

as, than, and like to compare each others. “Simile is like metaphor to 

describe one thing by comparing it with another, suggesting similarities 

between them, although they are clearly different (Christina, 2003:125)”. 

Examples:  

- Your smile is like a sugar 

   The example above shows that the smile looks sweet like sugar, it means 

that the person likes the smile. 

- Come with soft rounded cheeks and eyes as bright as sunlight on a 

stream (Christina Rossetti, ‘Echo’) 

The author of the poem describes a person who has eyes that shine like the 

sun. 
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2. Metaphor  

  Metaphor is used to compare things in order to give deepening of 

meaning (Spurr, 2006:376). Metaphor is similar with simile, but metaphor 

does not use words; like, as, and than to compare each other. 

 Examples:  

-   My sister is a doll 

In this example, the writer compares sister’s body and face as same as doll 

-Two Roads diverged in a yellow wood (Robert Frost – The road Not 

Taken) 

“Two roads,” it means that the author has difficult decision. The author has 

several options that must be chosen, even though the choices are difficult 

or easy for him. The “yellow wood” expresses bright ideas and 

opportunities that may be difficult to choose. 

3. Allegory 

According to Abrams and Galt (2008:25), “allegory is a narrative, 

whether in prose or verse in which the agents and actions, and sometimes 

the setting as well, are contributed by the author to make a coherent sense 

on the “literal”, or primary, level of signification, and at the same time to 

signify a second, correlated order of signification”. 

Example:  

-  The abbey was amply provisioned (The Masque of the Red Death by  

Edgar Allan Poe) 
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The abbey is an allegory. The abbey in that poem represents effort to 

prevent the death. 

      4. Personification 

Personification is a type of figurative language that can give human 

characteristics for inanimate object in order to give life effect on the 

object. Christina (2003:130) states that personification uses collocating 

words that can be achieved using words, sentences, or expression in order 

to describe the characteristic 

 Example:  

             -My Sorrow, when she’s here with me, 

              (My November guest - Robert Frost) 

              In this poem, the author personifies his sorrow girl as a woman dearly  

loved who walks with him, the author separates his feeling from  

himself and his depression is not a natural part of  

him. Frost’s sorrow allows him to see life through a different  

perspective. 

5. Allusion 

Allusion is figurative language, which is connected with famous 

character, history, place, or another work of literature. Keraf (1994:141) 

says that allusion is a kind of reference that seeks to suggest similarities 

between people, places, or events. 

Example:  
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- This ceremony reminds me of the proclamation of independence in 

1945.  

From this example, the writer makes an allusion to history. Proclamation 

of independence is one of Indonesian history in 1945 in order to seize 

the freedom from the invaders. 

6. Synecdoche  

Figurative language synecdoche uses partially to state the whole or 

uses the whole to state partially. Abrams and Galt (2008:120) define 

synecdoche as substitution of part for the whole or the whole for a part; it 

is the use of a narrow or wider concept.  

 Example: 

- “The western wave was all a-flame. 

     The day was well was nigh done! 

     Almost upon the western wave 

     Rested the broad bright Sun” 

(The Rime of the Ancient Mariner - Samuel Taylor Coleridge) 

 

Based on the poem, the western wave is a synecdoche and it refers to the sea 

by the name one of it is parts a wave.    

7. Metonymy 

Metonymy is used to show the relationship or correlation between 

things. Metonymy used to express something that is related each other, 

such as the relationship between inventor and invention, the relationship 

between cause and effect, etc. According to Abrams and Galt (2008:120) 
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in metonymy the literal terms that are closely related for one thing to 

another thing in common experience. 

 Example: 

 - The pen is mightier than sword 

The example included in metonymy because there is correlation        

between pen and sword to describe something. Pen refers to words and 

sword refers to military force, and both of them explain about using good 

words to solve a problem more effective than using physical power. 

8. Irony 

Irony expresses contradictory meaning. It means that irony 

expresses the opposite meaning from the real meaning. Keraf (1994:143) 

states that irony is a figurative language which intends to state something 

with another idea of its real meaning. 

Example:  

- The butter is as soft as a slab of marble. 

   The example above is irony because it has the opposite meaning. 

From the example, the writer knows that the butter has soft texture, but in 

this example the writer describes that the butter has hard texture like a     

slab of marble. 

9. Alliteration  

It is a type of figurative language which uses repetition of the same 

consonant, sound and letter. Alliteration is the repetition of a consonant 
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sound that usually begins in two or more word syllable (Abrams and Galt, 

2008:10). 

Example:  

- O Wild West Wind, thou breath of Autumn’s being…… 

(Percy Shelley,‘Ode to the West Wind’) 

 The phrase “O Wild West wind” includes alliteration because there is the 

repetition of sound W and letter W. 

10. Hyperbole 

Hyperbole is one of figurative language which is used to 

exaggerate something. Hyperbole usually called as overstatement. Abrams 

and Galt (2008:149) states that hyperbole is bold overstatement, or the 

extravagant exaggeration of fact or of possibility. It may be used either for 

serious or ironic or comic effect. 

Example:  

- The boy was dying to get a new school bag 

 This example is a hyperbole because there is an exaggeration over 

here, and the meaning from this example is a boy who worked hard to 

get a new school bag. 

11. Oxymoron 

An oxymoron “is a paradoxical combination of words or 

expressions with opposite, that is more or less straightforwardly antonymic 

senses, like bitter-sweet, the sound of silence, and Eyes Wide Shut, the title 

of a Stanley Kubrick film” (Christina, 2003:134). 

Example:  
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- The bookful blockhead ignorantly read  

     (Essays of Criticism -Alexander Pope) 

The example of oxymoron above describes a person who reads a lot,  

but he does not understand what he reads. 

12. Paradox 

  Abrams and Galt (2008:239) states that “paradox is a statement 

which seems on its face to be logically contradictory or absurd, yet turn 

out to be interpretable in a way that makes a good sense”. 

Examples: 

- The enemy is usually a close friend  

This paradox example shows that not all good friends will always be 

good, they can hurt and become an evil. 

- "I can resist anything but temptation" (Oscar Wilde) 

The example of quotation above uses figurative language paradox and 

it means weakness to give up on tempting things, but we can refuse the 

temptation. 

13. Symbol 

  Symbol in figurative language occurs when words have meaning, 

but it used to represent in something different way. Spurr (2006:378) states 

that “a symbol represents a larger, more profound and complex idea than 

itself. The rose, for example is a symbol, which calls forth various 

associations, sensual and spiritual” (Spurr, 2006:378) 

      Example:  
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-   Time is money 

This is a symbolism because from the example it is shown that time is 

the same as money. When people waste their time to do something that 

is not important, it is the same as when they spend their money. 

14. Onomotopoeia 

   Onomatopoeia is a word used to imitate the sounds of thing. 

According to Spurr (2006:377), onomatopoeia is the sounds of words 

imitate or mime the sound being described.  

     Example:  

- The redbreast whistles from a garden-croft  

        And gathering swallows twitter in the skies.  

         (John Keats, ‘To Autumn’) 

       Onomatopoeia, showed in the sentence the redbreast whistles and 

swallows twitter, describes how the redbreast and swallows produced the 

sound. 

15. Apostrophe  

  Apostrophe is when a character speaks to an object, idea or 

someone who does not exist. Cuddon (2013:49) states that “apostrophe is a 

figure of speech (figurative language) in which a thing, a place, an abstract 

quality, an idea, a dead or absent person, is addressed as if present and 

capable of understanding”. 

      Example:  

- My motorcycle, please carry me to the campus 



 

15 

 

This is the apostrophe example because the writer tries to talk with the 

motorcycle and motorcycle is an inanimate object. 

     16. Litotes  

   Litotes is figurative language that employs an understatement by 

using double negative statement or using positive statement but expressed 

in negative statement. According to Cuddon (2013:405), litotes is a 

figurative language which contains an understatement sentence called as 

the opposite of hyperbole. 

Example: 

- His voice is not bad 

In this example, the negative term is not bad, it means that he has a 

good voice 

2.2 Figurative Language in the Holy Qur’an 

 Figurative language will be defined as the use of language in non-literal 

way to interpret the literal sense that is influenced by the context. Figurative 

language has been integrated in religious work from various perspectives. In this 

study, the researcher analyze the figurative language word in the Holy Quran. 

Some researchers have studied about the usage of figurative language in the Holy 

Quran. Anita (2012) conducted a thesis with the title “Figurative Language Used 

in Yusuf Ali’s English translation of surah Maryam. In her research, she analyzed 

and identified the contextual meaning of figurative language used in English 

translation text of surah Maryam. Regarding the usage of figurative language in 

the Holy Quran, Mubarak (2002) says that the term for figurative language in 
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Arabic is the word  Majaaz. He defines Majaaz is using the word or expression 

contrary to what it was originally used for. According Qutayba (as cited in 

Ameneh & Azizollah, 2013) majaaz (plural) are the ways (methods) of speech and 

the modes of handling it. The Holy Qur’an is basically a book of guidance. Even 

though words used in the Qur’an are rules, taken in their literal meaning, some 

words have been used in different figures of speech to enable the addressee to 

fully understand some of the concepts of the Holy Qur’an (Ahmed, 2004).  

Figurative language in the Holy Qur’an does not contain elements of 

ambiguity words, so that easily to understand by all Moslems. Holy Qur’an uses 

figurative language such as simile, metaphor, irony, etc., in addition to use literal 

language. The messages that are contained in Holy Qur’an sometimes are stated 

explicitly but sometimes implicitly. In reading the Holy Qur’an, people must be 

careful in understanding the meaning of figurative language in order to avoid 

misunderstanding or misperception of the Holy Qur’an. It is because it is related 

to the purpose, meaning and also it does not mean to decrease and increase the 

content of the Holy Qur’an itself. 


