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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

This chapter discusses the research methodology applied in this study. It 

contains several topics; they are research design, research approach, objects of the 

study, data collection, and data analysis. 

3.1  Research Design 

 According to Creswell (2007:5), research design consists of all process of 

research starting from conceptualizing problem proposed in research questions, 

data collection, analysis, interpretation, and report writing. Ary et.al (2010: 426) 

also support this notion by defining research design as the researcher’s plan of 

how to proceed to gain an understanding of some phenomena in its context with a 

general statement of a research problem as the beginning. This study is 

categorized as descriptive study since it addressed to discover the cohesive 

devices in selected editorials of The Jakarta Post descriptively regarding the 

statement of problems proposed in Chapter I (p. 3). 

 The descriptive study is a study enquiring the nature, incidence, or 

distribution of variables which involves describing but not manipulating variables 

(Ary et.al, 2010:640). This study tends to describe the use of grammatical and 

lexical cohesive without manipulating them. It attempts to explain them accurately 

by not adding, reducing, or changing them. 

 Furthermore, as it concerns on the comprehension of grammatical and 

lexical cohesion found in The Jakarta Post editorials, this study thus regarded as 

qualitative study. This notion comported with Ary et. al (2010:29) who argue that 
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the qualitative study attempts to apprehend the phenomenon by concerning on the 

general pictures rather than dividing them into several variables in which the goal 

of this study is a holistic picture and the depth understanding instead of numeric 

data analysis. 

3.2  Research Approach 

According to Ary et. al (2010:452-457), document or content analysis is a 

study having roots in communication studies which describes the characteristic of 

written and visual materials such as textbooks, speeches, television program, , 

musical composition, advertisements, newspapers or web pages. Moreover, 

Krippendorf (2004: 18) also defines that the content analysis is a research 

technique for analyzing a text according to a particular context which provides 

new insights and increases the researcher’s understanding of particular 

phenomena. Since this study has its roots in communication and is aimed to 

pinpoint the particular characteristics of written materials, the writer decided to 

use the document content analysis as the appropriate approach. 

3.3  Objects of the Study 

The research objects in this study are selected through purposeful 

‘qualitative’ sampling. Cresswell (2012: 206) states that in purposeful sampling, 

the researcher intentionally selects the samples which are rich in information to 

learn or understand the central phenomenon. Cohesion is the phenomenon that 

the writer seeks to understand in detail. Therefore, the writer selects editorials of 

The Jakarta Post daily newspaper online version, thejakartapost.com, as the 

objects of research which consist of enormous numbers of cohesive devices. 

There are myriad numbers of editorials ranging from the first year of the website 
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being created (1994) to present time. From these numbers, two samples of 

editorials published on November 7 and 8 2014 were drawn. The first editorial is 

“A Return to Tolerance”, an article which describes the religious discrimination 

in certain places in Indonesia and the government’s plans to overcome it (posted 

on November 7 2014) and the second one is “City’s Red Marks”, an article which 

criticizes several governmental impediments in budgetary arrangement on vital 

projects in Jakarta (posted on November 8 2014). In total, there are two articles 

that are going to be investigated by the writer. These articles consist of a number 

of grammatical and lexical cohesive devices. 

3.4  Data Collection 

 Creswell (2012: 9-10) states that the data collection refers to the process of 

selecting and identifying the objects for that will be studied and then writing the 

method or procedure sections which describe the detail steps of data collecting.  

On account to the use of the document or content analysis as the research 

approach in this study, the data was collected from the written documents. 

Therefore, in collecting the data, the writer formulated these following steps: 

1.   Determining thejakartapost.com as the source of data 

After searching for the information about Indonesian online 

English newspaper, the writer chooses thejakartapost.com as the source 

data for the research. 

2.   Accessing thejakartapost.com official website  

There are seven segments in thejakartapost.com, they are News, 

Views, Life, Travel, Community, Archipelago, Jakarta, World and Sports. 

Each of these segments provides sub-segments in form of articles. The 
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writer chooses the Editorials’ Choice in the News segment as the source of 

data in order to find two articles of editorial. 

3.   Searching the articles published on  Editorials’ Choice segment 

The writer assesses the Editor’s Choice sub-segment in News 

segment of the website to get two editorial articles. 

4.   Selecting two articles of editorial to be analyzed  

The writer selects two articles of the editorials which posted on 7 

and 8 November 2014 about religious discrimination in certain places in 

Indonesia and the government’s plans to overcome it, and several 

governmental impediments in budgetary arrangement on vital projects in 

Jakarta. 

5.   Typing the data into word processing program 

The writer uses the word processing program to input the articles 

obtained from the website. 

6.   Numbering each paragraph and sentence of the articles  

In order to ease the identification of cohesive devices, the writer 

puts numbers on the initial position of each sentence and paragraph.  

7.   Reading the selected articles comprehensively 

The writer attempts to understand the holistic structure of the texts 

before starting to identify them. 

8.   Identifying the cohesive devices used in the articles 

The writer attempts to locate all the cohesive devices available in 

each sentence of the texts referring to the theories from Mayer (2009), 
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Taboada (2004), Halliday and Hasan (1976), Nunan (1993), and Radford 

(2009). 

9.   Sorting the cohesive devices to be analyzed 

The writer sorts out the obtained data into their classification. 

3.5  Data Analysis 

In this section, the obtained data will be analyzed. The procedures to 

analyze are: 

a.   Classifying the types of cohesive devices into two types: grammatical 

cohesive devices and lexical cohesive devices by using the table below: 

The Title of Editorial 

Grammatical Cohesive Devices 

References 

Personal Reference Demonstrative Reference Comparative Reference 

   

Substitutions 

Nominal Substitution Verbal Substitution Clausal Substitution 

   

Ellipsis 

Nominal Ellipsis Verbal Ellipsis Clausal Ellipsis 

   

Conjunction 
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Additive Conjunction 

Adversative Conjunction 

Causal Conjunction 

Temporal Conjunction 

Other Conjunction Item 

Lexical Cohesive Devices 

Reiteration 

Repetition 

Synonym 

Superordinates 

General Words 

Collocation 

b. Describing the grammatical and lexical cohesive devices used in the

editorials into descriptive paragraph

c. Drawing conclusion


