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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

   

This chapter presents background of study, the statement of problem, the purpose 

of study, the hypothesis, the significance of study, the scope and limitation and the 

definition of key terms. Each section is presented below. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Writing skill is a personal ability to communicate in the way of writing some 

kinds of information, or ideas. Writing has an important role because it will 

influence the message in communication sent by the writer. According to Harmer 

(2004), “Writing is a form of communication to deliver through or to express feeling 

through written form”. Furthermore, he also argues that “when someone writes, 

someone should develop cohesion and style which includes connecting ideas, 

adding details, selecting the correct verb tense, selecting correct tense and writing 

the first draft”. In other words, the process of connecting ideas in writing is needed 

to expand the knowledge.  

To gain writer’s wide information, students should have a good reading habit and 

it will lead them to the new information. Reading habit is part of reading strategy which 

is able to improve students’ reading comprehension. To achieve reading habit, student 

should highlight the importance of reading frequently. Iftanti (2012) describes that “a 

habit of reading is established by having frequent repetition of reading practices in a 

course of time”. By having good reading habit, students will be motivated to write. In 

addition, reading habit also influences students writing skill because usually after reading 
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something students gain not only new information, but also new ideas which help them 

develop their writing ability.  

For the English Foreign Language students, writing is one of very complex. 

Then it is possible that the students face many problem in learning second language 

writing. Aragon (2013) state, “writing skill difficulties are one of the most 

significant problems that affect not only native English speakers, but also hundreds 

of students that are learning English as a second or foreign language around the 

world.” 

The problem faced by the students learning writing is the aspect related to 

the grammatical error and capitalization. Grammatical error becomes a common 

error of writing when students learn writing. This condition occurs because students 

lack grammar and also unconfident to apply grammar into their writing text. 

Capitalization is the second common error that found in the students writing text 

because they do not really put much attention to capitalization. Several studies on 

language learning especially in four of English skill have been conducted in different 

time and place. For instance, Nurgati (2008) conducted research in terms of correlation 

between reading ability and writing ability on fourth semester of English Department 

at University of Muhammadiyah Malang, she found that there was no correlation 

between reading ability and writing ability. Meanwhile, Mukholidiyah (2016) was 

conducted a research about reading and writing achievement of English Language 

Education Department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang., she found that 

there was a correlation between reading and writing achievement.  

Knowing the information above, the writer is trying to fill the gap of a research 

in term of reading and writing ability by find out the correlation between students’ 
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reading habits and students writing achievement on the fifth semester English 

Language Education Department students of University of Muhammadiyah Malang 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Based on the background of the research above, the writer formulates 

The research question as below: 

“Do the students at English Language Education Department of Muhammadiyah 

Malang University who read more English books have a better writing achievement 

than those who do not?”  

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Concerning with the statement of problem, the purpose of this study is to 

investigate whether the reading habits play big influence to students’ writing 

achievement at English Language Education Department of University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. 

 

1.4 Hypotheses of the Study 

There are 2 possibilities in the hypotheses: 

Ho: r = 0 (having null correlation), it means the writer will not find the 

correlation 

Hi: r ≠ 0 (having correlation), it means the writer find the correlation  

The hypotheses of the study are:  

Null Hypothesis (Ho): Students of English Language Education Department 

who have high reading habit will not show better writing achievement.  
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Alternative Hypothesis (Hi): Students of English Language Education 

Department who have high reading habit will show better writing achievement 

 

1.5 Significance of the Study 

The writer expects this study will give some contribution for students, 

teachers and further researchers. For students, this study will help them in providing 

some valuable information how to improve their writing achievement (the influence 

of reading habit toward their writing achievement). Moreover, this study could be 

the references in term of teaching writing style. Lastly, for further researchers, this 

study could be one of references for further research in regard to factors influencing 

writing achievement.  

 

1.6 Scope and Limitation of the Study 

The scope of this study, the writer only focusing on students’ reading habits 

which is the part of reading comprehension subject in of English Language 

Education Department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. Furthermore, the 

writer limits the observation only on the fifth grade in 2016/2017. 

 

1.7 Definition of Key Terms 

In order to avoid some misunderstanding about certain word in this study, 

the writer provides some explanation about certain term, as follow: 

1. Correlational Study  

Correlational study is a statistical test to determine the tendency or pattern for two (or 

more) variables or two sets of data to vary consistently (Creswell 2012). Educational 
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research that has two or more phenomena to know the relationship and level of 

relationship between two or more variables. 

2. Reading Habit 

Reading habits is often considered in terms of the amount of materials being read, 

the frequency of reading as well as the average time spent on reading (Wagner, 

2002). Reading habits is the reading activity that carried out repeatedly.  

3. Writing Achievement  

Writing ability is one of skills that distribute all ideas, they can imagine their 

brain and knowledge trough written form (Brown 2010). Writing is one of the 

English language skills that taught to students in the school 

 


