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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents research background, research problems, research 

objectives, scope and limitation, research significance, and the definition of key 

terms. They are presented in the following section. 

1.1 Research Background  

Literature is generally known as anything that is written. According to Risdianto 

(2011:5), “Literature is written material that deals with thought and feeling in 

imaginative or serious literature”. It means that, literature comes from one’s thoughts 

or ideas and also feelings that pour it into written form. In other words, literature in 

general is a written form which will entertain or gives the reader information. 

Literature is generally divided into three groups, respectively prose, drama, and 

poetry. There are some branches in prose such as novel, novella and short story 

(Risdianto 2011: 5).  

Short story is a brief fictional prose narrative that is shorter than novel which 

based on the writer’s experience or imagination. According to Klarer (2005:149), 

“short story is a short genre of prose fiction that is related to fairy tales and myths”. It 

means that short story is a part of prose fiction with the certain amount of length that 

usually relate to fairy tales and myth. Similar to the novel, there are five elements of  

the short story for instance plot, character, setting, point of view, and theme.  

http://www.britannica.com/art/prose-literature
http://www.britannica.com/art/narrative
http://www.britannica.com/art/novel
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There are many of themes that found in the short story namely romance, human 

nature, etc. Human nature refers to the characteristics that own by someone naturally, 

for instance the way of thinking, feeling, and acting. In that sense, there is a human 

nature that relate with the way of acting found on the “How Much Land Does a Man 

Need?” short story which is about human greediness.  

Basically, greediness is one of the characteristics that experience by one in a 

social life. According to Wachtel (2003:102), “greed is an individual experiences and 

characteristics of the culture at large which is capable of infecting our motivational 

system, driving us in directions that may be counter to our real interests”. It means 

that greed or greediness is one of the human’s experience and characteristics that may 

motivate someone to have such an interest on something that he/she does not really 

need.  

Regarding with greediness, there is a previous study that done by Defi Harianti 

(2011), entitles “An Analysis of Alexander Pearce’s Corruption in Florian Henckel 

Von Donnersmarck’s Film”. She discussed the cause and effect of Alexander 

Pearce’s corruption. It is found that, the cause of Alexander Pierce’s corruption is that 

he was a greedy man and never satisfies with the money he got. The effect of 

Alexander Pierce’s corruption is his wife always spied by the Interpol Agency and 

had being kidnapped by the boss of Alexander Pierce. Defi also stated that wealth is 

indispensable in the world for certain standard quality of life and security. It is true 

that people want wealth for pleasure, power, and fame that may make individuals 

greedy.  



3 
 

Another previous research entitles “A Study on Moral Lesson in S. F. Habeyb 

Short Stories” by Khoiriyah Mukhsoni (2006), found that greediness also happen to a 

person who is ungrateful for what he/she has in life. She discussed about the moral 

lesson on the short stories by S. F. Habeyb that reflected by the antagonist characters. 

It is about a greedy and ungrateful wolf that makes him losing his friends due to his 

attitude. It is stated that “some people are sometimes greedy and ungrateful”. It means 

that some people would never be satisfied with all they have in life and will keep 

looking for more that may change them to be a greedy person.  

There is a study gap between this research and those two previous research by 

Khoiriyah Mukhsoni and Defi Harianti which is about greediness. In this research, 

the researcher focuses on the event of greediness that happen to Pakhom and the 

cause and effects of Pakhom’s greediness. Although those two previous study also 

talk about greediness, however Defi Harianti focuses on the cause and effect of 

Alexander corruption and Khoiriyah Mukhsoni focuses on the moral lesson. 

This short story by Leo Tolstoy is chosen for some reasons. First, short story is 

less complex than novel, so people can understandingly read it in one sitting. Second, 

greediness is related with one of the human’s character in the real life. It shows that 

what human need and want in life may lead someone to be a greedy person. Thus, by 

reading short story, people will not only be entertained by the story but also get the 

value in it.  

In conducting this research, the researcher found a previous study about one of 

the Leo Tolstoy’s the short story which conducted by Titra Puspitasari entitles 
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“Alienation in Leo Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina: A Marxist Approach”. Comparing to 

this research, Titra Puspitasari chooses one of the short stories of Leo Tolstoy entitles 

“Anna Karenina” and she focuses on the alienation that reflected on the “Anna 

Karenina” short story. “Anna Karenina” short story is about a married women named 

Anna Karenina who is creating his alienation in the middle of Russian society in the 

second half of nineteenth century. Based on the research, she found that Anna 

Karenina has a close relationship with the social reality of Russian higher-class 

society in the late nineteenth century. Also, Anna Karenina tells about alienation and 

criticizes the materialistic orientation at that time.  

 

1.2 Research Problems 

Based on the research background above, there are research problems related to 

the human greediness which areformulated as follows: 

1. How is Pakhom’s greediness? 

2. What is the cause of Pakhom’s greediness? 

3. What is the effect of Pakhom’s greediness? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

Based on the research problems above, the aims of this study areformulated as 

follows: 

1. To describe how Pakhom’s greediness. 

2. To identify the cause of Pakhom’s greediness. 

3. To identify the effect of Pakhom’s greediness. 
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1.4 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study focuses on the short story entitles “How Much Land Does 

a Man Need?” written by Leo Tolstoy. The researcher focuses on the human 

greediness that portrayed by Pakhom in the short story. Also, the researcher puts the 

limit on the event of the story that indicates as greediness.   

 

1.5 Research Significance 

Theoretically, the result of this research is expected to be an alternative reference 

for people who want to analyze short story. Also, practically, this research is expected 

to expand the knowledge about greediness in social life. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

In order to avoid misinterpreting of this study, it is necessary to provide the terms 

in this study as follows: 

1. Literature 

Literature is written material that deals with someone’s thoughts and feeling 

in imaginative or serious literature. (Risdianto, 2011:5) 

2. Short story 

Short story is one of the branches of prose fiction which has certain amount of 

length and usually related to a fairy tales and myth. (Klarer, 2005:149) 
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3. Greediness

Greediness comes from word greed that is human’s experience and

characteristics that may stimulate someone for having an interest on

something unnecessary (Wachtel, 2003:103).

4. Leo Tolstoy

Count Leo Nicolaevich Tolstoy is one of the famous writer from Russia that

born in 1828 in that born in 1828 in Asnaya Polyana, Russian Empire and

died in 1910 in Astapovo, Russian Empire. He has several other short stories,

for instance “War and Peace”, “Anna Karenina”, “What is Art?” etc. (How

Much Land Does a Man Need?: 2015)


