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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents research background, research problems, research 

objectives, scope and limitation, research significance and definition of the key 

terms. 

 

1.1 Research Background 

Learning English is important for Junior High School students because it 

is a means of international communication (Crystal 2003:45). Learning English 

involves four components such as vocabulary, pronunciation, spelling and 

grammar. Besides, the students have to master four English skills; listening, 

reading, speaking, and also writing. Learning English also can be stated as 

essential need for elementary school until university students. 

In fact, however, teaching English in Junior High School is not easy as 

people think. If the teachers want to succeed in teaching English in class, they 

have to know the condition of the students, materials, and the use of media. 

According to Hanumantharao (2011), many teachers are unable to teach English 

effectively because they face a lot of problems due to the lack of teaching-aids. It 

means that some of English teachers cannot provide teaching-aids because some 

of them do not know how to create the teaching-aids or teaching media. 

In reality, media is very useful to help the students understand the 

material from the teachers. There are many media which are often used by English 
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teachers such as pictures, videos, short movies, and electronic media that are 

commonly brought into the class during the learning process. The previous 

research conducted by Klentien and Kamnungwut (2015) showed that using 

electronic media which is a software program helps students memorize 

vocabulary and improve their students’ achievement. Therefore, the effectiveness 

of the media depends on the how the teachers manipulate it for the students. 

There are many problems in the use of teaching media. One of them is 

lack of infrastructure when using the media in the class. The previous research 

conducted by Rao (2014) shows that most of English language teachers think that 

they are not able to use media in the class even though they want to do it due to 

lack of infrastructure and other related problems. For example, the teachers want 

to use multimedia in teaching English, but in the class room, the supporting 

infrastructure like LCD projector, screen projector and electricity are not 

available. 

In order to have successful teaching of English in Junior High School, the 

teachers need to use media in the teaching and learning process. According to 

Kharist (2011) in Pramesti (2015), media is a tool used to provide an easy 

understanding about the materials for the students. Therefore, the criteria to 

choose media used to be considered, namely whether it supports teaching 

materials, and whether the students are able to obtain knowledge through the 

media easily. If the media is not available in the school, the teachers should 

develop it. Thus, the teachers need to understand about how to develop a media. 
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Based on the background above, the writer is interested in studying the 

kinds of media and the teachers’ way in applying media for teaching English at 

SMPN 3 Batu. Based on writer’s preliminary study, the English teachers at the 

school had a problem in choosing media. The media that the teachers used made 

the learning activity monotonous. Thus, the writer wants to help them give some 

solutions for choosing innovative media that makes learning joyful and 

meaningful, which, in turn, makes interaction between teacher and student more 

enjoyable. 

 

1.2 Research Problems 

The problems of this research are formulated as follows: 

1. What teaching media do the teachers use in teaching English at SMPN 3 Batu? 

2. What problems do the teachers face in implementing the teaching media in 

teaching English at SMPN 3 Batu? 

3. How do the teachers cope with the problems in implementing the teaching 

media in teaching English at SMPN 3 Batu? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

Related to the research problems, the objectives of this research are 

stated as follows: 

1. To describe the teaching media the teachers use in teaching English at SMPN 

3 Batu. 
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2. To describe the problems the teachers face in implementing the teaching 

media in teaching English at SMPN 3 Batu. 

3. To describe the way the teachers cope with the problems in implementing the 

teaching media in teaching English at SMPN 3 Batu. 

 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

This study focuses on the teaching media which the teachers use, the 

problems that the teachers face in implementing the teaching media, and the way 

the teachers cope with the problems in implementing the teaching media. 

Meanwhile, the subjects are limited for the three English teachers who taught the 

first grade students of SMPN 3 Batu. 

 

1.5 Research Significance 

For the teachers, the result of this study is expected to be useful in 

improving their ability in teaching English course. In this case, they will know the 

appropriate media that can help the students to be more exited and active in 

learning English. Moreover, for the students, the result of this study is expected to 

improve student’s ability in learning English. For the other researchers who want 

to conduct a research about teaching media in teaching English in Junior High 

School, the result of this study is expected to provide them with a relevant 

reference. 

 

 



5 

1.6 Definition of The Key Terms 

To make the study clearer and easy to understand and to avoid 

misunderstanding by the readers, several definitions of the key terms are 

presented as follows: 

1. Media is any means used or presented by a teacher to function in the teaching

situation in connection with reaching a particular teaching aim (De Corte et al

1971). In this study, media is kind of tool that is usually used and presented by

the teachers which help them deliver the material in order to reach the goal of

teaching.

2. Teaching is the ability to provide instruction to different students of different

abilities while incorporating instructional objectives and assessing the

effective learning mode of the students (Vogt 1984).

3. SMPN 3 Batu is the one of Junior High Schools in the Batu region that is

located in JL. Raya Beji No. 8, Kec. Junrejo, Kota Batu, Jawa Timur,

Indonesia.


