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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This chapter presents the review of related literature. It includes the definition 

of deductive approach, the advantages of deductive approach, the disadvantages of 

deductive approach, the definition of inductive approach, the advantages of 

inductive approach, the disadvantages of inductive approach, and the steps of 

teaching inductive approach. 

2.1 Deductive Approach 

In this point, the writer discusses about the definition of deductive approach, 

the advantages of deductive approach and the disadvantages of deductive 

approach. 

2.1.1 The Definition of Deductive Approach 

Basically, there are two approaches to introduce a new grammar 

item which are deductive approach and inductive approach. According to 

Widodo (2006) a deductive approach is “derived from the notion that 

deductive reasoning works from the general to the specific”. In this case, 

rules, principles, concepts, or theories are given firstly, then followed by 

their applications. It is in line with Mohammed and Jaber (2008) who state 

the deductive approach of teaching English grammar refers to the way of 

teaching grammar to learners by presenting the grammatical rules in the 

beginning, then applying them by learners. It means that a teacher works 

from general to the more specific. 
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Also, Gorat and Prijambodo (2013) say that the deductive approach 

is done by giving the learners a grammatical rule explicitly and the 

examples of applying the rule will follow. In addition, Birch (2014) says 

that in a deductive presentation, the teacher starts with providing the 

general rules of grammar. Then, followed by instances and applications. 

2.1.2 The Advantages of Deductive Approach 

Mountone as cited by Mohammed and Jaber (2008) proposes that 

deductive approach seems to work best for learners to be able to solve 

problems quickly and correctly. It is supported by Birch (2014) who says 

that a deductive explanation that starts with the generalization and follows 

with appropriate examples is the best option to be chosen when the 

grammar point that turn up in class is quickly necessary to be covered.  

Also, Gorat and Prijambodo (2013) say that deductive approach 

gives the teacher a simple and fast way to teach the rules so that would be 

more time to exercise the structure. While according to Widodo (2006), 

there are some advantages of teaching grammar using deductive approach 

as follows: 

1. The deductive approach drives directly to the point. Therefore, it will 

save the time. 

2. The number of rule aspects can be explained more easily and clearly 

than obtained from instances. 

3. The examples of direct practice or application are given immediately. 
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4. The deductive approach appreciates the adult learners’ intelligence and 

maturity in particular and recognizes the role of cognitive processes in 

language acquisition. 

5. It confirms many learners’ expectations about classroom learning 

mostly for those who have an analytical style. 

2.1.3 The Disadvantages of Deductive Approach 

In addition, Widodo (2006) proposes that deductive approach has 

some the disadvantages as follows: 

1. Beginning the lesson with a grammar presentation may be off-putting 

for some learners, especially younger ones. 

2. Younger learners may not able to understand the concepts or 

encounter grammar terminology given. 

3. Grammar explanation encourages a teacher-fronted, transmission-

style classroom, so it will hinder learner involvement and interaction 

immediately. 

4. The explanation is seldom as memorable as other forms of 

presentation (for example, demonstration). 

5. The deductive approach encourages the belief that learning a language 

is simply a case of knowing the rule. 

2.2 Inductive Approach 

In this point, the writer discusses about the definition of inductive approach, 

the advantages of inductive approach, the disadvantages of inductive approach, 

and the steps of teaching inductive approach. 
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2.2.1 The Definition of Inductive Approach 

According to Thornbury (1999), the learners do not meet the rule but 

they study the examples that provided by the teacher. From these 

examples, the learners derive an understanding of the rule. In line with 

Thornbury, Widodo (2006) says that inductive approach tries to 

emphasize grammatical rules indirectly in which the learners are 

encouraged to sum up the rules which are given by the teacher. 

Furthermore, Mohammed and Jaber (2008) state that inductive approach 

refers to the way of presenting language context that contains of the target 

rules where the learners can create the rules through the context and 

practical examples. The sequence in an inductive approach starts making 

a situation and giving examples to the simplification. While the learners 

should discover a generalization by themselves or with their teacher’s 

help. 

In addition, Gorat and Prijambodo (2013) say that inductive 

approach “moves from specific to general”. Firstly, the learners are given 

many examples which contain of a certain grammatical structure in 

different contexts. They have to compile the rules by themselves. Then, 

the learners put on the rules with several exercises and different contexts 

to know how they work in real language use. 

For instance, when the teacher is going to teach about simple past 

tense, firstly he or she has to choose the appropriate topic which is related 

to the simple past tense such as unforgettable moment, last holiday, and 
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childhood story. Then, the teacher gives the examples of the use of simple 

past tense by telling a story of his or her own experience and ask the 

learners to tell about their own experience. Here, the teacher corrects the 

error made by the learners in order to guide them to discover the pattern 

of simple past tense. After that, the teacher gives examples of text which 

use simple past tense. According to these examples, the teacher ask the 

learners to analyze the grammatical structure. It could be about how the 

pattern of simple past tense is, when they should use simple past tense and 

what the time signals that indicate simple past tense are. Then, the teacher 

gives an exercise to know how their understanding about simple past 

tense. 

The writer can conclude that inductive approach is a way to 

introduce a grammatical rule to the learners by providing some examples 

which are related to the rule. Without showing the rule directly, the 

learners are encouraged to discover the rule by themselves through 

observing the examples given by the teacher. 

2.2.2 The Advantages of Inductive Approach 

According to Thornbury (1999), there are some advantages of using 

inductive approach as follows: 

1. Rules learners discover for themselves are more likely to fit their 

existing mental structures than rules they have been presented with. 

This in turn will make the rules more meaningful and memorable. 
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2. The mental effort involved ensures a greater degree of cognitive depth 

which, again, ensures greater memorability. 

3. Students are more actively involved in the learning process, rather 

than being simply passive recipients: they are therefore likely to be 

more attentive and more motivated. 

4. It is an approach which favors pattern-recognition and problem-

solving abilities which suggests that is particularly suitable for 

learners who like this kind of challenge. 

5. If the problem-solving done collaboratively, and in the target 

language, learners get the opportunity for extra language practice. 

6. Working things out for themselves prepares students for greater self-

reliance and is therefore conducive to learner autonomy. 

In addition, Widodo (2006) proposes that inductive approach has some 

the advantages as follows: 

1. Learners are trained to be familiar with the rule discovery; this could 

enhance learning autonomy and self-reliance. 

2. Learners’ greater degree of cognitive depth is exploited. 

3. The learners are more active in the learning process, rather than being 

simply passive recipients. In this activity, they will be motivated. 

4. The approach involves learners’ pattern-recognition and problem-

solving abilities in which particular learners are interested in this 

challenge. 
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5. If the problem-solving activity is done collaboratively, learners get an

opportunity for extra language practice.

Another the advantages of inductive approach also proposed by 

Kwakernaak as cited in Berendse (2012) as follows: 

1. The inductive approach will bring about a greater learning outcome as

students have been intensively working on the rule for a rather long

time.

2. Students, however, are activated and become familiar with inductive

reasoning, which is beneficial for future learning.

3. Induction stimulates an “active and independent” attitude towards

grammar. Students will become less dependent on instruction and

eventually will no longer think ‘grammar is hard, and only a teacher

can tell me how to do it.

4. Making mistakes also occurs in learning a language naturally.

5. Students learn how to deal with linguistic concepts, though not

specifically with the terms related to it. It is incorrect to think that the

abstract form is ‘the real rule.’ Linguistic terms can be given after the

induction process has been completed. The rule will then make sense

to students.

Furthermore, Ke (2008) states that inductive approach involves the

learners in their grammar learning process actively. It is because “they 

have to formulate grammatical rules by themselves and to check, test and 

revise these rules, rather than to receive them passively from the teacher”. 
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Besides, inductive approach assists the learners to understand and found 

the English grammatical rule system in a way which is simple, rational 

and consistent with their understanding or grammatical findings about the 

sentence structure. 

2.2.3 The Disadvantages of Inductive Approach 

According to Thornbury (1999), there are some disadvantages of using 

inductive approach as follows: 

1. The time and energy spent in working out rules may mislead students 

into believing that rules are the objective of language learning, rather 

than a means. 

2. The time taken to work out a rule may be at expense of time spent in 

putting the rule to some sort of productive practice. 

3. Students may hypothesize the wrong rule, or their version of the rule 

may be either too broad or too narrow in its application: this is 

especially a danger where there is no overt testing of their hypotheses, 

either through practice examples, or by eliciting an explicit statement 

of the rule. 

4. It can place heavy demands on teachers in planning a lesson. They 

need to select and organize the data carefully so as to guide learners 

to an accurate formulation of the rule, while also ensuring the data is 

intelligible. 

5. However carefully organized the data is, many language areas such as 

aspect and modality resist easy rule formulation. 
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6. Inductive approach frustrates students who, by dint of their personal 

learning style or their past learning experience (or both), would prefer 

simply to be told the rule. 

In addition, Widodo (2006) proposes that inductive approach has some 

the disadvantages as follows: 

1. The approach is time and energy-consuming as it leads learners to 

have the appropriate concept of the rule. 

2. The concepts given implicitly may lead the learners to have the wrong 

concepts of the rule taught. 

3. The approach can place emphasis on teachers in planning a lesson. 

4. It encourages the teacher to design data or materials taught carefully 

and systematically. 

5. The approach may frustrate the learners with their personal learning 

style, or their past learning experience (or both) would prefer simply 

to be told the rule. 

Another the disadvantages of inductive approach also proposed by 

Kwakernaak as cited in Berendse (2012) as follows: 

1. The inductive approach is rather time-consuming while the deductive 

approach is faster. 

2. The inductive approach takes a lot of needless effort (students will 

think ‘just give us the rule’). 
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3. The teacher will make him or herself redundant in the long run when 

applying the inductive approach. 

4. Teachers constantly have to be aware of incorrect rules students can 

come up with inductively. 

5. Students are not familiarized with linguistic terms when using the 

inductive approach. 

2.2.4 The Steps of Teaching Inductive Approach 

Ke (2008) proposes four steps of English grammar teaching using 

inductive approach. The first step is the learners are shown a typical set of 

sentences about a part of English grammar. Then, the second step is the 

learners are asked to simplify the grammatical rule to give an explanation 

for the set of English sentences. While in the third step, the learners are 

requested to check and test the grammatical rule contrary to the new 

sentences which have the same area of English grammar. In the last step, 

the learners are asked to correct the grammatical rule to create the new 

sentences. 

Besides, Birch (2014) suggests the steps of inductive presentation as 

follows: 

1. Draw learners’ attention to the grammatical point and show its 

connection to already-learned material. 

2. Provide a sequence of instances taken from a reading or writing task, 

then ask learners to show what consistent patterns they notice. Always 
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be encouraging, providing learners the advantage of the doubt for 

unclear answer.  

3. Once learners have identified the patterns as well as they can, restate 

the generalization properly and ask for other instances that follow the 

generalization. Ask learners to write down the generalization in their 

notebooks.  

4. Discuss the most common exceptions to the generalization, if any. 

In this study, the writer focuses on inductive approach to teach simple past 

tense. It is because firstly an inductive approach involves the learners in teaching 

and learning process. It suits with Curriculum 2013 that requires student-centered. 

In other words, the learners tend to be active in an inductive approach because it 

encourages the learners to participate in gaining the new knowledge. As Abbas 

(2017) says that an inductive approach is “student-centered rather than teacher-

centered”. Here, the learners try to discover and induce the rules by themselves 

rather than being provided by their teacher. Abbas (2017) adds that through an 

inductive approach “the learners are engaged in the process of learning”. 

Secondly, the reason why the writer focuses on an inductive approach to 

teach simple past tense is a new knowledge is supposed to give a long-term memory 

to the learners through an inductive approach. It is because in an inductive 

approach, the learners discover the new knowledge by themselves so that they can 

recall what they already learned easily. According to Nunan (1998), the idea of an 

inductive approach is that the information is going to be “more deeply processed 

and stored if learners are given an opportunity to work things out for themselves, 
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rather than simply being given the principle or rule”. It is in line with Birch (2014) 

who points out that an inductive presentation provides and appreciate the chance to 

formulate a rule according to what the learners observe about sentence. The 

excitement sense of finding a pattern by the learners themselves can guide to better 

memory of the material. Besides, Abbas (2017) proposes that an inductive approach 

is more “memorable and meaningful”. If the learners find the rules by themselves, 

it takes longer time or is not easy to forget the found rules than only learn or get 

from the teacher. 

 




