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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

 

 Following the basic information on the previous chapter, this chapter 

discusses the relevant literature in order to underpin the issues of the research. In 

this chapter, the writer provides some basic and prominent theories of the study, 

those are: speaking, the elements of speaking, criteria of successful speaking 

activity, process of developing speaking skill, students’ participation, and 

definition of English club and ILF. Each section is explained in the following. 

2.1 Speaking 

Underwood (1997: 11) defines speaking as a creative process where 

speakers are almost always in the position of formulating what they are saying as 

a result of the behavior of their listeners or a result of added thoughts of their own. 

It means that speaking process involves speakers as the information deliver and 

listeners as the information receiver. In line with it, Byrne (1997: 8) states that 

oral communication is a two-way process between the speaker and listener (or 

listeners) which involve the productive skills of speaking and the receptive skill of 

listening. Furthermore, context such as the participants (speaker and listener), 

experiences, physical environment, and the intention of speaking will impact the 

form and meaning of the whole speaking process. Unlike the other productive 

skills, in speaking, the doers will not create a detail outline because speaking 

process happen spontaneously and naturally in their thought. 

From the definitions, it can be concluded that speaking skill is an ability to 

produce, pronounce, and construct utterances in verbal mode in order to exchange 
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idea, knowledge, information, and opinion by delivering and performing the 

messages and ideas appropriately, fluently, accurately, and intelligibly. Moreover, 

because speaking process involves speaker and listener, then its process cannot be 

separated from the listening aspects and also it is the most important aspect of 

learning second or foreign language. However, sometimes speaking not only 

occurs in verbal mode but also non-verbal such as symbols and gestures. 

Therefore, language learners should master speaking because it is an essential 

component to be able to communicate and use the language effectively as a way 

to express thought and opinions directly. 

2.1.1 The Elements of Speaking 

Generally, there are five components used in analyzing the speech process, 

they are: 

1. Pronunciation 

According to Hewings (2004: 3), pronunciation of a language is the main 

components of speech which are combined together. Pronunciation includes the 

segmental features such as vowels, consonants, stress, and intonation patterns. In 

Oxford dictionary (2015: 357), pronunciation is defined as a way in which a 

language or particular word or sound is spoken.  Based on the statements above, it 

can be concluded that to be able to speak fluently in English, learners need to be 

able to pronounce words correctly, use appropriate stress and intonation in first 

place. 
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2. Grammar 

According to Nunan (2005: 3), grammar is the fundamental guidance in 

how to combine units of language (principally, but not exclusively, words) into 

form of acceptable sentences based on rules specified by grammarians. It is clear 

that mastering grammar is very important to be able to speak properly. So, it is 

necessary for language learners to master a certain amount of grammars. 

3. Vocabulary 

Vocabulary is a list or set of words for a particular language or a list or set 

of words that individual speaker of language might use (Hatch and Brown, 1995: 

1). In addition, Richards and Schmidt (2002: 580) state that vocabulary is a set of 

lexeme, including single words, compound words, and idioms. So the writer 

defines vocabulary is single word, set phrase, variable phrase, phrasal verbs, and 

idioms in a particular language which are used to make up the language. It defined 

as basic element in a language, so it is easier for learners to construct words into 

sentences and carry on a conversation when the learners know more vocabulary. 

4. Fluency 

According to Gower et.al (1995: 99-100), fluency can be defined as the 

ability to keep going when speaking spontaneously. So, speaking fluently means 

the learners have ability to speak smoothly and in flow with little or no hesitation 

and too much stops that will interfering the communication and the messages of 

the communication. 

5. Comprehension 

In Oxford dictionary (2015: 92), comprehension is understanding 

something that you hear and read. Moreover, Merriam-webster’s dictionary 
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(2003) defines comprehension as the act, action, and process of grasping and 

comprising with the intellect. It can be concluded that comprehension is an ability 

to understand and to draw conclusion of ideas, thought, or certain information in 

reasonable way based on the situation. Comprehension is discussed by both 

speakers because comprehension will build the understanding and point of view in 

a person toward the information they got. 

2.1.2 Criteria of a Successful Speaking Activity 

Ur (1996: 120) suggested some characteristics of a successful speaking process as 

follows: 

1. Learners talk a lot 

It means that in certain amount period of time, the learners will be the 

active ones who talk the target language as much as possible more than the 

teacher. 

2. Participation is even 

It means that the classroom discussion will not just participated and 

dominated by talk-active learners but all learners will get the same chance to 

speak and express their point of view. So, the teacher should be able to stimulate 

less-active students into active ones by using particular methods and approaches. 

3. Motivation is high 

It means that the learners have high passion and willing to speak as a 

contribution in class. Thus, a teacher should be able to provide interesting topic 

and material in order to get the learners’ attention. 
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4. Language is in acceptable level 

It means that the learners are able to express and speak relevantly in 

acceptable level of language accuracy which easy to comprehend by others. 

Furthermore, Brown (2001: 271-274) suggested six indicators of speaking ability 

as follows: 

1. Imitative. Learners are able to imitate phrase or word even a sentence. 

2. Intensive. Learners are able to produce short stretches of oral language design 

to demonstrate skill in a narrow band of grammatical, phrasal, lexical, or 

phonological relationship (such as prosodic elements – intonation, stress, 

rhythm, juncture). 

3. Responsive. Learners are able to respond small talk or conversation, standard 

greetings, simple comments and request. 

4. Transactional (dialogue). Learners are able to take the two forms of either 

transactional language which has the purpose of exchanging specific 

information. 

5. Interpersonal. Learners are able to maintain the social relationships with the 

transmission of facts and information. 

6. Extensive (monologue). Learners are able to develop (monologue) oral 

production including oral presentation, speeches, and storytelling during 

limited opportunity and ruled oral interaction.  

It can be concluded that learners are considered as successful learners of 

speaking if they are able to develop (monologue) oral production and they are also 
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able to respond small talk or conversation, standard greetings, simple comments 

and request. 

2.1.3 Process of Developing Speaking Skill 

Language learners have to pass several phases to be able to speak the 

target language fluently. The phases to develop their speaking skill below are 

suggested by Klancar (2006: 1-3): 

1. Ranging from simple imitation to conscious exchange—in learning language, 

firstly learners will tend to imitate their teacher continuously and then as time 

goes by, the learners will unconsciously be able to respond their teacher with 

what they ever imitate before. 

2. Internalization of certain vocabulary items/pronunciation styles/grammatical 

points/communicative techniques—the learners try to absorb information 

about language features such as grammar rules, pronunciation, vocabulary for 

particular context, and how they should use the language in communication. 

3. Building strategy—the learners will try to find their own way or style in 

learning the target language such as watching foreign movies, talking to 

native, or listening to foreign songs. 

4. Move to a higher level of their learning—the learners learn step by step. They 

will not move onto the next phase if they have not finished the basic phase. 

Meanwhile, according to Thornburry (2007: 40), the process of developing 

speaking skills consists of three stages: 

1. Awareness 

2. Appropriation 
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3. Autonomy 

 What Thornburry means is every language learner needs process in 

developing their speaking skill. Firstly, they have to build awareness toward the 

features of the target language. Secondly, they have to integrate it with their 

existing knowledge. Last, the most important is they have to practice in real 

condition. Notice that this process will always develop because when the learners 

find out new knowledge or information about the target language, they will repeat 

the process start from awareness, integrate, and practice. 

2.2 Students’ Participation 

Participation is a rich concept that differs with its definition and 

application. The way participation is characterized relies also upon the context in 

which it occurs. For some, it is a matter of principle; for others, practice; for still 

others, an end in itself (World Bank, 1995: 3). The Oxford English Dictionary 

defines participation as “to have a share in” or “to take part in,” thereby 

emphasizing the rights of individuals and the choices that they make in order to 

participate. According to Batori, Hamp, and Horanyi (2003: 4),  participation is a 

process where individuals or groups meet in the purpose of accumulate some 

knowledges by communicating, interacting, and sharing informations as well as 

making decisions and problem solving. This statement is supported by 

Chowdhury (1996: 7) who state that significant numbers of persons are trying to 

enhance their well-being, for example, their income, security, or self- esteem by 

participating in certain situations or actions. In this study, the well-being in which 

student try to achieve is the academic score, specifically speaking score. 
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Moreover, Astin (1984: 518) defines participation as the amount of physical and 

psychological energy that the student devotes to the academic experience. Based 

on the definitions, the writer comes into a conclusion that students’ participation 

is when students choose to be involved in programs, academics at varying levels 

of intensity, athletics, organizations and a variety of other campus experiences 

with certain intentions such as improving their skills and academic achievement. 

Conversely, a typical uninvolved student spends less time on campus because they 

are not involved in a/variety campus experiences and activities. 

The term of participation has several words or phrases that capture of the 

intended meaning such as engage in, go in for, join in, partake of, participate in, 

plunge into, show enthusiasm for, take a fancy to, take an interest in, take on, take 

part in, take to, take up, undertake, etc. Those term uses verb forms because the 

writer believes 'participation' is an active term. Participation theory is more about 

what the individual does, how he or she behaves, not what the individual thinks or 

feels, it emphasizes the student’s behavior rather than emotional, motivational, or 

intellectual ideas participation. According to Astin (1984: 519), here are five basic 

postulates of participation theory development: 

1. Participation refers to the investment of physical and psychological energy in 

various objects. The objects may be highly generalized (the student 

experience) or highly specific (preparing for a chemistry examination). 

2. Regardless of its object, participation occurs along a continuum; that is, 

different students manifest different degrees of involvement in a given object, 
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and the same student manifests different degrees of involvement in different 

objects at different times. 

3. Participation has both quantitative and qualitative features. The extent of a 

student’s participation in academic work, for instance, can be measured 

quantitatively (how many hours the student spends studying) and 

qualitatively (whether the student reviews and comprehends reading 

assignments or simply stares at the textbook and daydreams). 

4. The amount of student learning and personal development associated with 

any educational program is directly proportional to the quality and quantity of 

student participation in that program. 

5. The effectiveness of any educational policy or practice is directly related to 

the capacity of that policy or practice to increase student participation. 

Previous research has shown significant correlations between students’ 

participation and students' persistence and achievement. Studies involving 

leadership, campus recreation, academic interest, residential status, and co-

curricular activities all influenced student intellectual and learning development 

(Astin, 1984; Chen, 2002; Emerick, 2005; Jamelske, 2009; Pepper 2009; Wever, 

2003). While each area of participation varies slightly in both degree of impact 

and specific developmental areas affected, all exhibit positive correlations in 

leadership development, social development, and academic persistence. Student’ 

participation theory and subsequent research has shown that experiences outside 

the classroom contribute significantly to overall college development and 

achievement (Astin, 1984: 528-529). 
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2.3 English Club 

According to Roger (1977), English club is a club where people with 

common interest in English are gather in order to improve their English skill. 

Meanwhile, in Macmillan dictionary, English club defines as an organization for 

people who have same interest and major goal in English practice which is 

improve their English skill. 

English club provides opportunities for learners to use and practice the 

language in real communication because learning English just in regular classes 

with limited time and space is not enough. Besides, English club which creates 

informal environment which more friendly and relax rather than regular classes 

will encouraged and make the learners more confidence in expressing themselves 

freely. This statement supported by Mardiana (2009) who stated that 

extracurricular activities, in this case are English club, are more comfortable to 

participate because the atmosphere is more informal than regular class. 

Furthermore, in 2006, Fredericks and Eccles found that organization activities can 

be linked to positive academic outcomes, including improved grades, test scores, 

more school engagement, and increased educational aspirations. 

In addition, according to Essberger (2006), speaking skill cannot 

developed without contribution of others because in learning listening, reading, 

and writing, the learners are possible to do it alone but in speaking skill it is 

almost impossible to speak alone. That is why English club is a good alternative 

way to improve speaking skill effectively as they will meet new people with 

common interest and even common goals. 
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2.3.1 International Language Forum (ILF) 

ILF is a student activity unit in University of Muhammadiyah Malang 

which focuses on the development of foreign language, especially English and 

aims to increase the language quality of human resources. Students from any 

departments at University of Muhammadiyah Malang who are interested in 

English language practice could join ILF. Moreover, ILF is known as the most 

active English club at University of Muhammadiyah Malang which provides 

various activities for its members such as debate, conversation, speech practice, 

essay writing, scrabble, and group discussion which discuss about current issues 

in this world. 

In nutshell, this chapter has already pointed out several definition and 

theoretical on the related literature. Following this chapter, chapter III will gear 

out some theoretical views such as research design, research population and 

sample, research setting, research variable, research hypothesis, source of data, 

research instrument, data collection techniques, and data collection analysis to 

identify the procedures used by the writer in conducting this study. 


