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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 

Research method signifies the method, which is applied by the researcher 

in conducting the research. The research method in this study is focused upon 

some aspects, namely: research design, research objects, data collection, research 

instrument, procedures of data collection, and data analysis.  

3.1 Research Design 

The term research would not be separated from qualitative research and 

quantitative research as the broad categories of research. In order to conduct a 

research, a researcher needed many aspects such as: research design, instruments, 

how to collect data and analyze it. Hence, a research design can be called as a tool 

to help the researcher doing a research completely and structurally.  

This study applied the Qualitative approach namely qualitative method 

designs to address research question. According to Ary et al (2010), qualitaive 

researh is a chronological approach that applied experiences and conditions of life 

cycle in order to be described. Researcher used this qualitative method in order to 

explore and elaborate the behaviour, perspective, experiences and feelings of 

people, statement, and understanding about this topic, also, the needed of this 

study to be highly crafted, extended, and specified (Creswell, 2012).  

By and large, using Qualitative design in this research is to investigate about 

the EIS activities and students reason then from these two explanation it would 
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led to EIS level. Thus, the researcher could deliver the result more valid and 

trustworthy about this study. 

3.2 Research Subject 

The research subjects were 5
th

 semester of their study, because they have 

done (2
nd

 semester) a Mentoring Program especially with English Independent 

Study (EIS). They were taking as a correspondent after finishing their Mentoring 

Program 2016 in second semester. Furthermore, the population of this study were 

students at English Language Education Department in University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang year of 2015 is about 250 students, they divided into five 

big classes (A-E), and ten small classes (A – J).  However, particular students 

have been chosen by the researcher to be investigated.  Based on Creswell (2012) 

stated that population is the total number of the correspondent, while sample is the 

part of population but with smallest number. Choosing a small number of 

participants could complete the research objects, because using sample is enough, 

and it could represent the overall population as general (Creswell, 2012; Ary et 

al., 2010).  

Furthermore, Ary et al (2010) mentioned, there were two strategies that can 

be used by researcher: probability and non-probability sampling. Where 

probability samplings are: simple random sampling, systematic sampling, 

stratified sampling, and cluster sampling, while non-probability samplings are: 

convenience sampling, voluntary sampling, quota sampling, and purposive 

sampling. 
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The researcher decided to use random purposeful sampling as the technique 

to take sample. The total number of the population is all about 250 students, but 

the researcher could take a few numbers to meet the study’s need (Ary et al., 

2010). Hence, the writer decided to take 12 students out of 250 students from the 

population as a purposive sample with the intention of make it easier, not wasting 

time, and considering the financial though. In this study, researcher used random 

purposeful samplings, which were 12 students as sampling was selected 

purposively to complete the interview. The researcher carefully selected 12 

students in from five classes. As the important note, they were taking as sampling 

with an assumption they already passed a mentoring program in 2016, in which 

EIS have been introduced to their exposure in English. Furthermore, they passed 

with interview requirement that researcher needs. 

3.3 Data Collection 

The data of this research were collected by interview. The instrument has a 

function as tool to collect the data. Yet the data were collected by this technique, 

researcher should make it sure about the validity, accuracy, and credibility of the 

data sources. (Creswell, 2012).  Therefore, the researcher conducts this research 

using triangulation. The data of this study were two types of data; number and 

written text (transcription). The number data taken from percentage of EIS level 

result to answer the third statement problem about EIS classification made by 

Nunan, the written text got from transcription from the interview, its function to 

answer the first and second statement problem about EIS activities and reason 

why they did EIS.  
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3.3.1 Techniques and Instrument of Data Collection   

3.3.1.1 Interview 

The second instrument was interview guide. Interview was verbal 

communication, literally same as questionnaire but in oral form where researcher 

ask a question related the topic and respondents answer it (Blaxter, Hughes, and 

Tight, 2010; Latief, 2014). Based on Blaxter, Hughes, and Tight (2010) asserted 

that interview falls into three categories, such as: structured interview, semi-

structured interview, and open-ended interview. Structured interview must be very 

tightly condition in which the questions needed a very specific answer, and have a 

possibility that researcher already prepare the answer too. However, open-ended 

interview was inversely from structured interview, it was focused on free 

discussion, perhaps took a long time, nevertheless still on the right track of the 

topic. Semi-structured interviews lie between these two positions, or simply a 

combination between structured and open-ended interview.   

In order to answer the research question number 1 and 2, and the support 

of EIS Level from questionnaire form, semi-structured interview was chosen in 

this study to address the questions. Despite of structured interview had a better 

result because there intended a fix question-answer, the researcher considered 

about the free discussion rather than a fix question-answer. It was aimed for the 

respondents to give a statement more in-depth in their comprehension, reason, 

activities towards EIS; also, this is to make it clear about the EIS Level before, 

because researcher need the wider explanation about their EIS. Students whom 

selected to be interviewed were twelve students; they were selected randomly 
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from each class. As the tool of this interview guide, the researcher used voice note 

from smartphone and a small notebook to jot down every single important words 

that said by the correspondents. For details, the interview guide can be seen in 

Appendix III.  

3.3.2 Procedures of Data Collection 

 To make a systematic data collection process, the researcher arranged the 

steps as follows:  

1. The researcher made the question list for the interview guide phase. 

2. Then, the researcher allocated a whole week to interview several students 

which was qualified to fulfill this study’s needed.  

3. Then, the researcher chose 12 students out of 60 students to be interviewed 

deeper about EIS, to obtain in-depth data related to the attitude, reason and 

activities towards EIS. Sixty students interviewed used an interview guide. 

4. During the interview process, the writer records the interviewer and noted 

down all the important points related to the attitude, reason and trigger 

towards EIS. 

3.4 Data Analysis 

 Having finished the procedures of data collection, the researcher finally 

got the raw data to analyze. According to Blaxter, Hughes, and Tight (2010), the 

relation between data collection and data analysis is inseparable. It means that 

when the researchers collected the data, they actually have started conducting data 

analysis.  
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 Various raw data after collecting data happened in the middle of doing a 

research. It can be presented as graph, number, table, or even a text. In qualitative 

method design, one of the types that are very popular is transcription of interview 

text (Creswell, 2012).  

Ary et al. (2010) suggest three stages to analyze qualitative data. They are 

organizing and familiarizing; coding and reducing; and interpreting and 

representing. Considering these three stages, the researcher analyzed the data by 

using the steps which were: 

 Familiarizing and Organizing 

Ary et al. (2010) state that familiarization and organization is the 

first stage to do in analyzing qualitative data. This stage helped in 

recovering the data easily. The researcher gathered the data from students’ 

interview result. After understanding and immersing the data under study, 

the researcher made transcriptions and some important notes. 

 Coding and Reducing 

This is the second stage that Ary et al. (2010) claim as the core 

stages of analyzing qualitative data that contain categories identification 

and themes and their refinement. In this stage, the researcher started to 

code the data based on some criteria. The criteria were including the EIS 

activities, explanation about students’ activities, reason behind their 

activities, etc. These criteria helped the researcher to divide certain 
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information needed. The next step was reducing the criteria into more 

certain area. 

 Reporting the Data

After coding and reducing, the researcher began to report what she 

got from her study. In this step, all the collected data was construed in 

descriptive analysis to answer the research questions. It contains the result 

of the study, researcher’s background knowledge, and related theories. 


