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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This chapter describes the research method which consists of research 

design, research subject, data collection techniques and instruments, data 

collection procedure, and data analysis. 

3.1. Research Design 

This research used mixed method, quantitative and qualitative research. 

The researcher applied qualitative research to interpret and explain the result of 

errors in descriptive paragraph, while quantitative research applied to count the 

frequency of occurrence of errors in students’ writing task. Based on Creswell 

(2011) mixed method focused on collecting, analyzing, and mixing both 

quantitative and qualitative data in a single study or series of studies. The 

researcher used descriptive analysis to identify, classify, and describe of the errors 

type made by the eighth grade student in using pronouns in their writing recount 

text. Moreover, to get the dominant errors the researcher used percentages. 

Therefore, the researcher knew the dominant errors made by the students in order 

to minimize those errors in using pronouns in writing recount text.  

3.2.Research Subject 

This study is conducted at SMPN 18 Malang. The school is located at Jl. 

Soekarno – Hatta No. 394, Lowokwaru, Malang, East Java. This school is chosen 

as the field of study based on the writer teaching-learning experience during the 

internship program. The writer selected one of eighth grade classes which 

consisted of thirty students as the subject of the study. Moreover, the writer 
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chosen three students randomly who had low capability in writing recount text, 

particularly in using pronoun as the subject for interview section. 

3.3. Data Collection  

In this research, the researcher used interview and test as techniques in 

collecting the data. The explanation of those techniques as below: 

3.3.1 Data Collection Techniques and Instruments 

1. Interview  

According to Marshall (2007, p. 108), interview has varieties of 

structure and the interviewee should give a response based on the questions.  

An interview is a useful way to get a large amount of data quickly. Based on 

the degree of structuring, interviews can be divided into three categories, 

structured interview, semi-structured interview, and unstructured interview 

(Fontana & Frey, 2005). Punch (1998) describes unstructured interview as a 

way to understand the complex behavior of people without requiring the 

importance of categories which might limit the field of inquiry. Meanwhile, 

structured interview is the interview that the question and alternative answer to 

the subjects are predetermined and followed with all respondents (Sugiyono, 

2008). Furthermore, a semi-structured interview is mix both of them. It means 

that this interview can be systematic question and non-systematic, the question 

asked freely to the teacher or students.  

In this research, the writer used a semi-structured interview. The 

reason for using this interview was to get more data by asking the teacher or 

students with unexpected questions. Meanwhile, the systematic question was 

already in interview guidelines. The purpose of doing this interview was to 
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know students’ difficulties in learning pronoun in writing. The difficulties, 

here, mean errors that usually occur when they wrote a sentence that contains 

of pronoun. Therefore, the researcher knew some of errors made by the 

students.  Moreover, the researcher wanted to know the ways of the teacher 

helped students to minimize those problems. The instruments used in this 

method were interview guidelines and tape recorder. During the interview 

process, the writer used tape recorder to record the conversation. The use of 

tape recorder is to anticipate missing information. The interview guidelines 

can be seen in Appendix 1 and 2 

2. Test 

In conducting the research, the researcher used test as a method in 

gaining the data. Giving a test to the students aimed to measure the students’ 

understanding and knowledge in certain area. The researcher used objective 

test. The students should write recount paragraph which contained of 

pronouns. The test was given by the researcher which the title was determined. 

The title was “My Eid Mubarak Holiday” to know students’ knowledge and 

understanding of pronouns. Therefore, the use of pronoun was much than 

usual. The test used in this research was students’ writing task. The instrument 

used in this research was students’ writing task too which was same with the 

method. The students’ writing task can be seen in Appendix 3. 

3.3.2 Procedure 

The steps to do the research and to collect the data in this research were as 

follows: 
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1. The researcher asked an agreement with the institution to do the research. 

The institution is SMPN 18 Malang and Education Department of Malang. 

After getting the permission, the researcher conducted the research.  

2. The researcher came to the class which is chosen as the subject of study. 

Furthermore, asking the students to write recount text and the title was 

“My Eid Mubarok Holiday”.    

3. After all, students finished their writing. The researcher asked three 

students to do an interview.  

4. Next, the researcher conducted interview with the teacher about the way in 

helping students with their problems.  

3.4  Data Analysis   

Marshall et al. (1999 p. 150) states that data analysis can be defined as the 

process of bringing the order, structure, and interpretation to the mass of collected 

data. There were some steps in conducting data analysis in this research. Those 

were: 

1. Collecting students’ writing task 

2. Identifying students’ writing task which used pronoun by giving a mark  

3. Checking the data by giving a circle to know the students used correct 

pronouns or not. Then, the writer classified into kinds of pronouns  

4. After that, the writer classified again the errors based on Dulay’s theory 

5. Next, the researcher analyzed the data. To get qualitative research, the 

researcher calculated the data by using formula which is introduced by 

Sudjana (2008), as follows:  
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P = Percentages 

F = Frequency of error occurred 

N = Total of errors 

6. Then, the researcher interpreted the result descriptively  

7. The last, the researcher drew a conclusion based on the finding.  

 

𝑃 =
𝐹

𝑁
 𝑥 100% 


