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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents background of study, research questions, purposes of 

study, significance of study, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms. 

Each section is presented as follows.  

1.1 Research Background 

In Indonesia, English is a foreign language. Studying English as a foreign 

language is not easy. There are many features that should be understood by 

Indonesian students. One of that features is the way of how native speakers 

pronounce the language is different with Indonesian speaker. Lado (1957) states 

that anyone who comes in contact with language, will find some easy and difficult 

features. It is known that English also becomes compulsory subject that takes part 

in national exam. Resulting from that issue, students should study harder in 

understanding English itself. Furthermore, it also has its own prestige in Indonesia 

education. Students who have good English will be able to have more chance in 

achieving better education. By mastering English, students will also get better 

chance for achieving their dreams.  It is more important for students to learn in the 

early ages.   

The aim of English teaching for Indonesian students is to develop 

students’ understanding of the language correctly. In learning English, there are 

four skills that should be learned namely listening, reading, writing, and speaking. 

One of difficult skills that should be learned by student is writing. Students can 

express their feelings, ideas, and emotions when they are writing something. 

Writing is a mental work of inventing ideas, thinking about how to express them, 
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and organizing them into statements and paragraphs that will be clear to reader 

(Nunan, 2003: 88). Gould et al., (1989) also claimed that writing is a creative act; 

the act of writing is creative because it requires interpreting or making sense of 

something: an experience, a text, an event. Students ought to know component in 

writing; therefore, they can understand language well.  

One of significant component in writing is grammar. It is very important in 

learning English as foreign language. Resulting from the reason above, students 

should understand eight parts of speech in grammar. The eight parts of speech are 

nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, and 

interjections. Pronoun is one of grammar aspects. Pronoun is a word used to 

replace a noun (Mcdougal, 1985). It is also a basic knowledge of English that 

should be mastered.  Furthermore, students should understand about position and 

function of using pronouns within a sentence. The use of pronouns is important in 

writing. It will be complicated if student uses inappropriate pronouns in writing. 

Pronouns are divided into some types. Based on their types, it has different 

function and position. Therefore, pronouns should be taught in beginner level.  

Based on previous research conducted by Sufhatmawati (2012), she found 

that most students did not understand in using pronoun, especially in personal 

pronoun, demonstrative pronouns, and interrogative pronouns. There were three 

types of errors that given by the researcher. There were errors of omission, errors 

of addition, and errors of misformation. The data told the readers that dominant 

errors made by students were errors of misformation. It happened because the 

student used wrong form of pronoun. From that statement, the fact cannot be 



3 
 

denied that pronoun usage is important to learn because without using correct 

pronoun the sentence will be complicated.  

When conducting the Internship Program on 6 – 11 March 2015 at SMPN 

18 Malang, the researcher found some difficulties faced by students about 

pronouns. Students were still confused and could not establish the form and 

function of it within sentence. It is important if students can understand all types 

of pronouns. When students tried to compose a sentence contained pronouns in 

their writing, they sometimes made an error. They could not differentiate those 

types that they should use in their writing. 

 Due to that reason, it is possible to know types of errors made by the 

students in understanding pronouns in their writing. In order to minimize frequent 

of error in using pronouns, the researcher do an error analysis. Moreover, any 

error produced can be caused by lack of knowledge in learning English, less in 

understanding the use of grammar, and also because of their mother tongue 

influence in practicing English language. In fact, the students’ knowledge about 

pronoun is less. They generalized the form and function of pronoun within 

sentences. Therefore, the researcher chose to analyze errors on pronouns made by 

the eighth grade students at SMPN 18 Malang in writing recount text.  

1.2 Research Problems 

There are research questions in this study:   

1. What are the types of errors made by the eighth-grade students of SMPN 

18 Malang in using pronouns in writing recount texts? 

2. How does the teacher help the students minimize the errors in using 

pronouns in writing recount texts ? 
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1.3 Research Objectives 

Based on the statement of the problems above, the purposes of the study are to: 

1. Know the types of errors made by the eighth-grade students of SMPN 18 

Malang in using pronouns in writing recount texts. 

2. Know how the teacher helps the students minimize the errors in using 

pronouns in writing recount texts. 

1.4 Research Significance 

Hopefully, the result of this study will be useful for English teachers, 

students, and next researchers.  

For English teachers, it will give them information about types of errors in 

using pronoun in writing recount texts faced by students. Moreover, it will be 

useful for teacher in giving material related to pronoun. And also, they will 

anticipate the problem which occurs in writing recount text. 

For students, the result of this study will be useful for understanding the 

types of errors in using pronoun. It is hoped that students will get more knowledge 

and they can establish the form and function of pronoun in writing recount text. 

Therefore, they will be not confused in using them for their writing.  

For next researchers, it is expected that they can use this thesis for their 

guidance and reference on their studies.  

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

In order to give a clear description of this study, the researcher makes 

scope and limitation. The scope of this study is focused on types of errors in using 

pronouns in writing recount texts and the ways of teachers helping students. 
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Limitation in this study is only focused on the eighth-grade students at SMPN 18 

Malang.  

1.6 Definition of Key Term 

1. An error is an individual language user's deviations from standard language 

norms in grammar, syntax, pronunciation, and punctuation (Foster, 

2005:87).  

2. Error analysis is a working procedure, which is commonly used by the 

researcher and the language teacher, which is includes data collection, error 

identification, and explanation of error in the sample, classification of 

errors based on the causes and evaluation and assessment about the level of 

error seriousness (Ellis, as cited in Tarigan 1995:170).  

3. Pronoun is a word used to replace of a noun (Mcdougal, 1985).  

4. Writing is a mental work of inventing ideas, thinking about how to express 

them, and organizing them into written statements and paragraphs that will 

be clear to reader (Nunan, 2003: 88). 

5. Recount is a piece of the text that retells pas events, usually in the order in 

which they happened (Rosyadi, 2011). 

6. SMPN 18 Malang is one of public junior high schools in Malang which is 

located in Jalan Soekarno Hatta A – 394, Lowokwaru. 

 


