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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Chapter one is an introduction. It discusses several aspects, such as research 

background, research problem, research objective, scope and limitation, research 

significance, and definition of key terms.  

 

1.1 Research Background 

According to Noorizah (2011), as cited in Subbarau and Mustafa (2013), 

reading is known as one of the most important aspects of any language and it 

becomes an essential tool for lifelong learning for learners. However, many 

students  have no interest in reading and have problems in comprehending reading 

text. Subbarau and Mustafa (2013) said, students will have difficulties learning 

English as second language without appropriate learning material in the 

classroom. Furthermore, students will have the difficulties on learning reading 

skill if the teacher did not give the appropriate reading text, because reading text 

is one of the learning material in the classroom.  A significant amount of research 

shows that there is something about the type of reading text that should be looked 

into and analyzed carefully. Based on the explanation above, it is important for 

teacher to know the students’ preference, because types of reading text that 

teacher give to the students can affect students reading assessment, and improve 

their reading comprehension performance. 
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According to Brown (2000, 350), as cited in Cooper (2001), “By matching 

text types with their students’ reading development, . . . teachers are better able to 

support students’ reading progress”. Based on the statements above, the researcher 

ensure that students will develop their reading skills if the teacher supports the 

students’ reading progress. According to Henry (1995), as cited in Subburau and 

Mustafa (2013), my students needed to read for themselves, not for me. 

According to the statements above, it would be better if the teacher gives the 

students reading text appropriate with their preference. Since the students are the 

one who read, comperhend and working with the text, and the teacher just the 

facilitator who selected the text. 

According to Collins (1996), there are three major reasons of comprehension 

difficulties : poor motivation, lack of experience, and self-interest. Any one of 

these or combination of the three may result in low achieving or low performing 

students. Based on the explanation above, self-interest is one of the factors that 

cause the comprehension difficulties. The researcher believes that self-interest 

includes students’ preference on types of reading text. The teacher can help 

students’ gain their motivation and experience by giving them the text based on 

students’ preference. The students will make an effort to understand or 

comprehend the text, because the text is something that appropriate with what 

they want. If the students struggles with the reading text, the students will have 

problems in comprehending the text.  

Based on Croston (2005), having two adolescent students, of opposite gender, 

read the same book does not mean they will have same opinion of the book. Some 
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will like and and the others will dislike the book. Moreover, the researcher 

ensures that there are the differences between male and female preference on 

types of reading text as well. As we know, male and female have some different 

aspects, and one of them is their preference. The students never have the same 

opinion about the text that they read, as well as their preference on reading text. 

A study on gender is significally needed as to identify the students’ 

preferences towards reading text or materials which can be beneficial for 

educators in secting reading materials. Furthermore, “research has consider age, 

gender, and peer influences to be three most popular factors that influence a 

child’s reading preference, especially as they grow older” (Canadian Council on 

Learning, 2009, in Mead, 2012). Mead also said that different attitudes are 

potrayed by different genders in reading preference. It is important to considered 

how students’ select books based on their interest and abilities. Students interest 

also can be called as gender stereotypes. Mead also found that boys and girls does 

not have distinct factors that motivate their reading, but they have different 

preference toward reading text. She also believes that it is important to have a 

balanced text for students. Based on Bauer (2002), as cited in Griva, Alevriadou, 

& Semoglou (2012), education currently has been considered as a 

multidimensional and complex a context. Improving interpersonal and 

intercultural relations and understanding each individuals’ perspectives, 

preferences, and responsibilities, as well as abolishing any gender bias and 

stereotypes are the focus of the learning. Tepper (2002), states in his studies that 

the role of students’ socialization and gender stereotypes give the strong support 
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in determining students’ reading habits and preferences. That is why gender is one 

of the most popular aspects that can affect students’ preferences, and a lot of 

researchers have investigated and indicated differences between male and female 

students in reading preference, reading performances, and strategy use. 

In previous study, Rasana (2009), is conducted a study about the reading 

preference of grade 11 ESL learners. She found that learners are most interested in 

reading magazines and newspaper as well as topics related love, sports and 

politics. She also found that there is the difference between male and female 

preference of reading text or material. For example, males prefered to read Bible, 

and sport magazines. For females, they preferred to read magazines, recipe books, 

and novels. Those findings can be the coutions for teacher to be aware of what the 

students’ like or prefer. This awarness may help the teacher when selecting the 

appropriate reading text or material for the students.   

This study is to identify the students’ preference towards types of reading text, 

the difference between male and female preference. The researcher will find a 

variety of reading text to discover the students’ preference. The result of this study 

will help the teacher in making decision or selecting the appropriate reading text 

for students by obtaining a list of students’ preference of reading text. The 

researcher ensures that students’ will improve all of their reading aspects if the 

reading text or the material is something that they will enjoy reading, because it is 

easy to comprehend. 

1.2 Research Problems 

The problems that will be discussed in this study can be stated as follows: 
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1. What is the difference between male and female students’ preference on 

types of reading text ? 

2. What are the factors that influence students’ choices? 

 

1.3 Research Objective 

The objectives that the researcher expects from this study can be stated as 

follows : 

1. To know the difference between male and female students’ preference on 

types of reading text, such as what kind of reading text that male students’ 

like as well as female students. 

2. To know the factor that cause the difference or influence the students’ 

choice of reading text. 

 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

 This study is talking about the differences between male and female 

students’ preference on types of reading text, the factors that cause the difference 

or influence the students’ choice of reading text. Since the types of reading text is 

so much, the researcher will interview some reading subject lecturers from 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang. The researcher will asks the lecturers 

about the types of reading text that they usually used, and include the types of 

reading text that the lecturers mention to the questionnaire to limit the research. 
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1.5 Research Significance 

 The researcher expects that the result of this research will give benefit or can 

be used as additional information for the following people: 

1. English teacher, the researcher wishes that the teacher will get new 

information or knowledge and can use this study or finding to the teaching 

learning process. The finding of this study will give an information to the 

teacher about students’ preference on types of reading text and the teacher  

can choose the reading text that appropriate to the students’ preference. 

Choosing the appropriate text is an important thing. 

2. The students are expected to make an improvement in their reading 

comprehension, reading assessment and gain their interest in reading skill, 

by giving the students appropriate reading text.  

3. After reading this research, the readers are expected to catch or get any 

information in order to improve their knowledge. 

 

1.6 Definiton of Key Term 

The definition of key terms of this study can be stated as follows : 

Preference theory is generally thought of as deriving students’ taste from her 

observed choice behavior, the students may have the different preference because 

they have different behavior, got different treatments, and also live in the different 

socialities (Danan, 2003). 

Gender, either of the two sexes (male and female), especially when 

considered with preference to social and cultural differences rather than biological 
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ones. Gender is one of the factors that influence students’ preference toward 

reading text, and it is considered to the students’ social background (English 

Oxford Living Dictionaries online, 2018). 

Reading comprehension can be described as the process of making meaning 

or understanding the content from the text, make students fully understand the 

whole text and get the information that text want to deliver to the reader rather 

than translating every word or sentences. However, many students have 

difficulties in comprehending reading text, if the text is not appropriate with their 

preference, because they have no interest in reading the text (Wolley, 2011). 


