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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

        This chapter is intended to sharpen the theoretical framework and provide some 

descriptions of theories underlying the current study. There are three relevant topics 

discussed as the following order: such as literature, figurative language, song and lyric. 

2.1 Literature 

Literature represents human’s experience of life by using language as its medium; it 

offers either imaginative story or any factual information. By listening or reading a literary 

work, people will be easier to comprehend the related thing to life. Culler (1997:27) points 

out the literature as an institutional label that gives the audiences reason to expect that the 

results of their reading efforts will be worth it; it provides the audiences many features, 

such as from the readers’ willingness to pay attention to explore uncertainties, and find and 

learn by themselves. Literature tends to ask its audiences to learn by them own selves in a 

way of attracting the audience’s attention in form of uncertainties to be explored. Since the 

literature provides value for its audiences, enjoying the literary work will not be in vain. 

Literature provides an effective way to express as well as comprehend human’s experience, 

emotion, thought, idea, and feeling.  

By using literature as a way to transform information or imagination, people will 

creatively bridge the gap between their beliefs and the beliefs transformed by literature 

itself.  Madden (2007:3) states that narrators and literary characters express their beliefs in 

what they say and do, and then the readers respond their words and actions through the 
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readers’ own beliefs along with comparison to finally approving and disapproving as they 

meet or fail to meet the readers’ expectations. 

Afterward, literature provides people with a substantial opportunity for learning and 

self-understanding; it is letting its audiences to broadly learn and make a decision by them 

own selves. Literary work as the reflection of human’s life is definitely interesting to be 

analyzed; besides providing fun and joy, it has values to be shared to its audiences. 

2.1.1 Types of Literature  

In making a literary work, the creative writers are not primarily concerning with the 

actual truth of particular events but also their imagination. Literature can be divided into 

some types or genres. Turco (1999:9-10) points out the types that are also called as genres 

that can be found in literature: fiction, drama, poetry, and nonfiction. Each category 

consists of subgenres, such as fiction that consists of novel, novella, novelette (long story), 

short story, short - short story (very short story), episode (one incident or even; in a longer 

work of fiction), and anecdote (a short account often of humorous interest); drama consists 

of the tragedy, comedy, tragicomedy, and skit (a short dramatic presentation of a humorous 

or satiric turn).Moreover, nonfiction consists of autobiography, biography, essay and 

discourse. The last one is poetry that consists of lyric, verse narrative, and verse drama. 

All of the literature types mentioned are the reflection of mankind’s experiences of 

life; all of those types deal with factual information as well as imagination that are 

providing fun, joy, and value to be shared to its audience. In this research, the lyric that 

belongs to poetry as a piece of literature is a type that is going to be analyzed, in which the 

researcher is intended to find the figurative language used in lyric as well as inferring its 

meaning. 
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2.2 Figurative language 

Since this study is aimed at finding the figurative language used in lyrics of the song, 

the researcher is going to present figurative language definition as well as its types. 

2.2.1 Definition of Figurative Language  

Figurative language is phrases or expressions in which the meanings conveyed are 

different from the literal interpretation. Di Yanni (2002:709) states that figurative language 

is used when something is meant to have different interpretation than the actual meaning 

of the words. Figurative language offers another way of adding extra dimensions to 

language so that the language user is able to broadly express its thought more than by using 

literal statement. Figurative language is commonly used when something meant to be said 

more vividly and forcefully instead of saying it directly. 

Comparisons, clarities and emphases are the things that are commonly found out of 

the figurative language used. Arp et al. (2002:785) state that speaking figuratively is about 

saying less than what you mean, or more than what you mean, or the opposite of what you 

mean, or something other than what you mean. By using figurative language in order to 

communicate, the language users will be able to creatively express their thought, feeling, 

and idea as well as purposefully to get some special meaning and effect. 

2.2.2 Types of Figurative Language 

Further discussion of figurative language is about understanding the figurative 

language types. Arp et al. (2002:786) state that there are 250 figurative languages types 

that have been classified by some rhetoricians. Yet, this study is primarily concerned about 

finding the most common figurative languages used in song lyric which is one of a piece 

of poem. Stewart (2010:499-500) points out that the most common figurative language 
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types used in poetry are simile, metaphor, symbol, allegory, personification, paradox, and 

irony. 

The followings are the definition of each figurative language types mentioned: 

a. Simile 

Simile is used as a means of comparing things that are essentially unlike. In simile, 

the comparison is expressed by the use of some word, such as like or as. In addition, 

Fadaee (2011:22) defines that simile technically means the comparison of two 

objects with some similarities. Thereby, the things compared by simile are usually 

having only one characteristic in common; the words used are “as, like, similar to, 

resembles, or seems”. 

Example: She swims like a fish. 

 

The example given is about two different living things: she (person) and fish (animal) 

are having one characteristic, both of which are having the same skill of swimming.  

b. Metaphor 

Metaphor is similar to simile, which is used as a means of comparing unlike things. 

Yet, in metaphor, the comparison is not expressed but is impliedby substituting one 

thing for another. Additionally, Madden (2007:76), states that metaphor is more 

direct and more complete comparison than simile, which means that metaphor states 

something is something else. Thus, metaphor is used to substitute or identified thing 

with another by using the term is, are, were, etc. 

Example: He is a tiger in class. 
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As an example mentioned, the word tiger (animal) is used in substitution for 

displaying an attribute of a person characteristic.  

c. Symbol 

Symbol is closely related to metaphor, it is defined as something that is meant to be 

more than what it is. Arp et al. (2002:808) define that metaphor is used when 

something is meant to be more than what it is, while symbol can be used for 

something which is meant to be more than what it is and what it actually is.On the 

other hand, symbol has functions to say something literally and figuratively at the 

same time. Pickering and Hoeper (1981:150) define symbol as the thing that stands 

for something else. This means that something that is said can be in one or two ways. 

Example: You can’t teach the old dog new tricks. 

The example shown does not only talk about dogs, but about other living creatures 

of any species.  

d. Allegory  

Another figurative language closely related to metaphor is allegory. Allegory is a 

narrative or description that has surface meaning andthe second meaning beneath the 

surface. Arp et al. (2002:816) allegory sometimes is categorized as an extended 

metaphor or a series of related symbols, in which allegory involves a system or 

related comparisons rather than one comparison drawn out; it puts less emphasis on 

its own meanings but more on its ulterior meanings. Pickering and Hoeper (1981:76-

77) state that allegory is a technique for expanding the meaning of a literary work by 

having characters, and sometimes the setting and the events represent certain general 

abstract ideas, qualities, or concepts such as moral, religious, or political in nature.  
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Example: Life is like an adventure in the jungle.  

Before finding the way out, 

No one knows what is going to happen.  

Either the wild animals or the danger of poisonous fruit can whenever 

threaten. 

The ulterior meaning conveyed by the example mentioned is that life is sometimes full of 

uncertainty. The bad thing is whenever able to befall someone without warning and it 

probably cannot be avoided as well. The example above is kind of long narrative story in 

which each sentence has the connection to other ones. Besides, the example puts more 

emphasis on the ulterior meaning rather than the literal one.  

e. Personification 

Personification consists in giving the attributes of a human being to an animal, an 

object, or a concept. Comparison implied by personification is always a human being; 

it asks the reader to visualize the literal term in human form. Madden (2007:76) 

defines that personification is a frequently used form of metaphor; it gives human 

characteristic or qualities to something that are not human.  

Example: The wind stood up and gave a shout. 

As the example above, the wind that is not human is described to have ability to stand up 

and shout like human being. 

f. Paradox 

Paradox is a description, statement, or situation that seems contradictory but when it 

is fully understood, it actually makes sense. Patel (2014:263) states that paradoxical 

wording can be used to reveal some element of truth within an apparently untrue 
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statement. Paradox statement seems on its face to be logically contradictory or 

absurd, yet turns out to be interpretable that makes good sense.  

Example: When you increase your knowledge, you understand how little you 

know. To shut down your computer, click Start first. 

The first example mentioned compares two clauses, between when you increase knowledge 

and understand how little you know. This seems so contradict that learning will make the 

learner lack of understanding, but nevertheless it is true. Thus, in the second example, it is 

kind of absurd that when someone is going to shut down the computer, he/she has to go to 

start. Yet, this is fact that the way to shut down the computer, the users have to go through 

the start. 

g. Irony 

Irony refers to a situation that is surprisingly unlike what one might expect to be. 

Irony is such a device;it is used to saysomething in an opposite way. In addition, 

Pickering and Hoeper (1981:131) state that the term irony refers to a contrast or 

discrepancy between appearance and reality. On the other hand, irony is used when 

something is described differently than what it actually looks like.  

Example: The lecturer announces the grades of the students after examination. 

“Here some bad news for you all, all of you got As and Bs” 

The example above clearly shows that the bad news that is going to be announced is 

not actually bad, it is kind of device in which it is contrast than what it actually is.   

2.3 Song and Lyric 

Song can be heard consciously and unconsciously. Nowadays, modern popular songs 

are typically distributed as recordings, and are commonly played on the radio. According 
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to encyclopedia of Americana, as cited by Ratnasari (2007:11) defines songs as a short 

musical work set to a poetic text, with equal importance given to the music and the words. 

Song is usually noticed as a flash story of life reflection set to lyric and is combined with 

music. 

Song as a medium to share idea, thought, and feeling, has a personal quality that 

makes the listener react as if the song were being personally sung for them. Holmes & 

Moulton, as cited by Rosova (2007:14), song refers to art works that consist of the power 

of music as well as the power of lyric; while music touches our hearts and the lyrics and 

their words flow into our minds and draw us into their own world. Listeners of the song 

have to admit it that fun or joy, emotional, and relaxations are the things that are usually 

supposed to be obtained in term of listen to the song. 

Along with song in which this study is focused on, there is also a lyric. Lyric is a set 

of words that is used to make up song, either by speaking or singing. The word “lyric” 

came from Greek, which was actually “lyre”; it was originally designed as a mean to be 

sung to a musical accompaniment. Abrams, (1999:146), defines lyricas any fairly short 

poem, consisting of the utterance by a single speaker who expresses a state of mind or a 

process of perception, thought and feeling. Lyric as a kind of poem is a stated story of 

mind, which is combined with music so it becomes a song.  

Additionally, DiYanni (2002:684), states that lyric is subjective poems that can 

oftentimes be found brief to express feelings and thoughts of a single speaker who may or 

may not represent the poet. Lyric can be concluded as a flash story of life that is 

experienced by either the writers of the lyrics or people around them, or else the writer’  

magination. Lyrics of the song should be easy to understand so the meaning that the writer 
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of the lyric wants to convey easy to be understood as well. Yet, song lyrics oftentimes can 

be found hard to be understood because of figurative language used. Afterward, the 

researcher of this research would like to let people understand about figurative language, 

particularly figurative language used in a song as a reference to help them in either using 

or comprehending figurative language. 

 


