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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This chapter deals with a procedure in conducting the research which 

inludes research design, research object, data collection, and data analysis. Each 

point is provided as follows: 

3.1 Research Design 

According to Ary et.al (2010), “research design is the researcher’s plan of 

how to process to gain an understanding of some groups of some phenomenon in 

its context”. A design facilitates research to be as efficient as possible yielding 

maximal information (Kothari, 2004). Kothari further states the function of 

research design is to provide for the collection of relevant evidence with minimal 

expenditure of effor, time, and money.  

There are three types of research design: qualitative, quantitative, and 

mixed method. This study applied qualitative method research design because this 

research aimed to describe the phenomenon of the research object by describing it 

in form words. The result of this research was descriptive. Kothari (2004) states 

that descriptive research is “to describe the state of affairs as it exists at present. In 

this design, the researcher had no control over the variables, but only reported 

what has happened or what is happening”. The researcher described the 

phenomenon which was punctuation errors of fifth semester students’ essay 

writing. The main data of this study was students’ essay writing products. 
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3.2 Research Object 

The objects of this study were essay writing products by the fifth semester 

students at English Language Education Department of University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. The data was collected by the lecturer. Before the 

students made the essay, the lecturer had explained the theory of the essay. Then, 

the teacher asked the students to make essay with the given topics: Computer, Full 

Day School, National Exam, Smoking, Social Media, and Death Penalty. There 

were six writing products taken from the students peer writing. The essay type 

was argumentative essay and contained approximately 500-700 words. The length 

was 4-7 paragraphs. 

3.3  Data Collection 

To obtain the necessary data, this research comprised the components 

related to data collection needed, such as research instrument and research 

procedure. 

3.3.1 Research Instrument 

The instrument is a tool used by a reasearcher to collect the data easily. 

Thus, the researcher could conclude the answer of research questions clearly. In 

this part, the researcher used secondary data. Kothari (2004) argues that secondary 

data means data that have already been available i.e., they refer to the data 

collected by someone else. The data used was the students’ essay writing product. 

The essay writing product was used to identify the errors made by the students in 

placing punctuation marks. 
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3.3.2 Research Procedure 

This section explained about the procedure that is conducted for the purpose 

of collecting infomation to answer the statements of problem. It was done by 

some steps as follows: 

1. Asking permission to conduct the research. 

2. Collecting the essay writings. 

3. Preparing experts to validate the findings. 

3.4 Data Analysis 

Data analysis refered to a systematical process to arrange the sources of 

data that have been collected to enable the researcher to come up with finding. 

Furthermore, this study excuted some steps in analyzing the data. 

They are mentioned as follows: 

1. Reading through all the students’ essay writings. 

2. Identifying and classifying the punctuation errors based on Dulay (1982). 

3. Validating the data with the expert. 

4. Reviewing the result based on the expert feedback. 

5. Figuring out the common punctuation errors occured. 

Table 4.1 List of Punctuation Errors Based on Their Types 

6. Drawing conclusion. 

 

Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 

Comma Period Period Semicolon Period Apostrophe Period 

       

Total of Errors 

    


