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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The introduction of this research focuses on (1) research background, (2) 

research problems, (3) research purposes, (4) research significance, (5) scope and 

limitation, and (6) definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 Research Background  

Instagram is one of social media applications consisting in the form of 

pictures and videos to be posted and aims to be shared and seen by other user 

accounts. Instagram also has function to communicate, because it associates user 

accounts all over the world through one of its features, namely Direct Message 

(DM). Instagram (2017) argues that Instagram is a communication media filled by 

pictures and videos and enable followers to know about what has been posted, and 

permits users to give comments and likes. Kevin Systrom is mentioned as the 

CEO (Chief Executive Officer) and co-founder of Instagram. On April 2012, 

Instagram presents in Android, and launched on October, 2010 (Costill, 2014). 

Henceforth, Instagram contains of some features which functions to make 

easier the users in operating Instagram; it has to be known by users to avoid 

confusion in using Instagram. The features of Instagram will be discussed in the 

succeeding statements. Islami (2017) mentions the features of Instagram are 

classified into 6, among others; a) Followers, b) Instagram Story, c) Direct 

Message, d) Uploading Picture and Video, e) Filters, and f) Caption. 
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a. Followers; Instagram user accounts that follow an Instagram user; they are 

reserved  to see the posted updates, in terms of pictures and videos, and free to 

give likes and comments (Herman, 2014).  

b. Instagram Story; the newest part of Instagram which has purpose to share the 

update information, and it can be viewed in 24 hours. 

c. Direct Message; a private chat between two or more user accounts, used for 

sharing and sending uploaded posts on Instagram directly. Direct message also 

can be a conversation chat group. 

d. Uploading Picture and Video; a bridge to share an awesome moment which 

is documented. It is the main purpose of operating Instagram. It can be applied 

by two ways; (1) taking files from the facility provided by Instagram named 

Instagram camera, (2) taking files which has been saved by smartphone device.  

e. Edit Pictures and Videos; it aims to enhance the attractiveness file. Edit 

pictures and videos sometimes called by filters. This feature can be found on 

Instagram before uploading step. Nowadays, filters for editing photos and 

videos enhance into forty kinds of filters. 

f. Caption; the explanation and statement related to the posted picture or video. 

Instagram caption is consisted of four parts; emoticons, arroba (@), hashtag 

(#), and verbal expression. The first is emoticon. Baron (2003) reveals 

emoticon is a combination of punctuation marks which are provided by 

keyboard and express in terms of joy, happiness, sadness, and many more (as 

cited in Ruan, 2011). Here are some examples of emoticon; “: and )” become 

smile, “: and (“ represent sadness, “: and v” show the overload laughing, etc. 

The second is arroba with @ symbol in the beginning; it aims to tag and find 
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other users by typing @ and followed by the name of Instagram users. The 

third is hashtag, the symbol is #. It helps to collect information related to what 

is searched. The fourth is verbal expression; it consists of some expressions to 

describe the posted picture or video.  

In verbal expressions, the most popular one is emotional expressions. 

Waterloo, Baumgartner, Peter & Valkenburg (2017) conclude emotional 

expression is divided into 2; positive emotional expression consists of joy, 

happiness, gratitude, enthusiasm, optimism, wellness, emotional release, power, 

and pride, and negative emotional expression consists that might be in the form of 

sadness, discouragement, disappointment, unhappiness, depression, regret, 

frustration, desolation, grief, shame, disgust, despair, bitterness, envy, pain, 

suffering, anger, disappointment, and worry. These feeling expressions might a 

chance to be expressed in a full expression to make them more understood and 

they also might be expressed in abbreviation. 

Mangrum & Strichard (2012) state abbreviation is set of words which 

abridges and aims to ease people in communication, as cited in Dewi (2013). This 

is advocated by Cannon (2011); he argues abbreviation is shortening words to 

simplify the communication. Borisov (1972) mentions abbreviation is set of 

letters, originally from the words and cut, then make a new word, it functions to 

shorten the word, as cited in Kuzmina et al., (2015). From the three statements 

above, it is clearly understood the meaning of abbreviation is to brevity the words, 

and make people easier to use, e.g. “BRB,” stands for “Be Right Back,” 

and“HAGN,” meaning “Have A Good Night.”  
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Abbreviation is considered informal, in terms of speaking and writing. It is 

very popular nowadays, and popularized by social media. Abbreviation is not 

created by completely standardized, it has been used by people since long time 

ago (Adityo, 2018). The abbreviation words appear from the theory which talks 

about abbreviation, not created by individual (Lestiono, 2018). The original 

abbreviation words which are used in informal communication and exist on social 

media are not mentioned on dictionary, it is automatically appear and used by 

people. To know the original words of the abbreviation, it can be searched by 

browsing on internet. It provides many things which are searched by people. 

Abbreviation brings advantages to the people; it is mentioned in Chapter II.  

The discussions above are based on theoretical consideration. Empirically, 

the topic about Instagram has been researched by Islami (2017), and Lavoie 

(2015). Topic about abbreviation has been conducted by Dewi (2013), and Irawan 

(2014).   

Firstly, Islami (2017) entitled “Baper Expressions found on the Timeline 

of Instagram.” In her research, she gained 16 expressions found on the timeline of 

Instagram. Secondly, Lavoie (2015) with the title “Instagram and Branding: A 

Case Study of Dunkin’ Donuts.” She concluded that through Instagram, Dunkin 

Donuts has been reached a successful marketing. The brand is very popular and 

gained many followers. Thirdly, Dewi (2013), her title is “An Analysis of 

Abbreviation Used by Digital Native in International Meet New Friend Room at 

Paltalk.” She summarized digital natives create the new one to the language in the 

form of abbreviation which is precise to the pronunciation, example “Any l” is 

abbreviation of “anyone,” and “B4” is abbreviation of “before,” it is because 
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many abbreviation words do not match with the words, example “FYI”, it stands 

for “For Your Information”. Fourthly, Irawan (2013) entitled “Types of 

Indonesian Abbreviations Found in the Ekonomi Bisnis Rubric of Padang Express 

Newspaper.” He found 110 abbreviation words which gained from 28 editions of 

Padang Express newspaper on February 2011, and the 110 words belong to the 

abbreviation types as proposed by Schendl (2001) and Weakly (2006). He also 

summarised Ekonomi Bisnis rubric of Padang Express newspaper contains of 

abbreviation words which divided into 6 types, and 1 type is not found. The 5 

types are; acronym, clipping word, initialism, contraction, and blend.  

Hence, the researcher is interested to conduct research with the title 

“Abbreviations on Instagram Verbal Expression Used by Students of Morpho-

Syntax Class”. It is reasonable for some reasons; 

1. Enhancing the students’ knowledge related to abbreviation words, especially 

in the types of abbreviation through social media which is very popular 

nowadays, namely Instagram. 

2. Unification between linguistic theory and social media application, it is quite 

unique to be conducted.  

3. There have not been research points about abbreviation words, after Dewi in 

year 2013.  

1.2 Research Problems 

Related to the research background above, the researcher states the problems 

as follows:  

1. What are the abbreviation words used by Morpho-Syntax students on 

Instagram verbal expressions by using #morphosyntaxumm? 
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2. What are the original abbreviation words used by Morpho-Syntax students 

on Instagram verbal expressions by using #morphosyntaxumm? 

3. What are the types of abbreviation words used by Morpho-Syntax students 

on Instagram verbal expression by using #morphosyntaxumm?  

1.3 Research Purposes 

Based on the research problems above, the purposes of the research 

concluded by researcher are:  

1. To obtain abbreviation words used by Morpho-Syntax students on 

Instagram verbal expression by using #morphosyntaxumm.  

2. To find out the original abbreviation words used by Morpho-Syntax 

students on Instagram verbal expression by using #morphosyntaxumm. 

3. To gain the types of abbreviation words used by Morpho-Syntax students 

on Instagram verbal expression by using #morphosyntaxumm. 

1.4 Research Significance 

The research significance discusses in both theoretical consideration and 

practical one. In theoretical, this research discusses about linguistic theory 

especially in abbreviation. It is expected to enrich and enhance the development of 

abbreviation, because abbreviation develops rapidly. This research also aims to 

improve the knowledge about original abbreviation words and the types of 

abbreviation for the researcher herself and also everyone who reads this research, 

especially students of English Department who learn linguistic. Furthermore, it is 

also expected to be beneficial in gaining sources, and creating the more unique 

discussions for the further researcher who wants to continue in conducting 

research related to abbreviation. 
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Practically, this research will gives contributions to researcher and 

everyone for understanding easily while operating social media, especially 

Instagram which exist abbreviation. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this research is abbreviation words found on Instagram verbal 

expression by using #morphosyntaxumm. This research is limited to the students 

of English Language and Education Department of Muhammadiyah Malang 

University (UMM) who took Morpho- Syntax in R.L. class in year 2017. 

1.6 Definition of Key terms 

Abbreviation:   Originally words which are cut and combined 

become one and creating new word, with the 

purpose to make easier in communication (Cannon, 

2011). 

Instagram: Social media which contains of pictures and videos, 

it can be communication media to communicate 

among users by Direct Message (DM), permits users 

to know what has been posted by the following, and 

facilitates to give comments and likes (Instagram, 

2017). 

Verbal Expression:   A bridge to communicate and convey the purpose in 

communication (Islami, 2017).  

Morpho-Syntax: Part of English Language subject, and presents 

related to the linguistics and the problems inside 

(Farlex, 2014). 
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