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Chapter II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

In this chapter, the writer will explain the related theories or 

definitionabout writing, grammar, error analysis,articles: a, an and the. 

2.1 Writing 

2.1.1 The definition of writing 

Writing is one of the parts of language skills beside listening, 

speaking, and reading. According to Wallace (2004) “writing is the final 

product of several separate acts that are hugely challenging to learn 

simultaneously”. It is a medium of human communication that represents 

language and emotion with sign and symbols. In most languages, writing is 

a compliment to speech or spoken language. Writing is not just language, 

but a tool used to make languages be read too. That is why writing is also 

calls by the final product of language. It becomes difficult and complicated 

skill to be learned by student. Moreover, it should correct according to the 

rules of writing. 

Hogue explained the writing is a progressive activity. This means that 

when you first write down something, you have already been thinking about 

what you are going to say and how you are going to say it. Then after you 

have finished writing, you read over what you have written and make 

changes or corrections and evaluating. Almost in every level of education, if 

the student wants to master it well, they need to hard thinking and have well 
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knowledge to produce words, sentences, and paragraph with a good 

grammatical. 

From the definition above, it can conclude that writing is the way or 

the process or to represent writer‟s knowledge into a textual medium by 

following the linguistic and grammar rules. 

2.1.2 The process of writing 

 

John langan (2009) stated on his book that there are four steps on writing 

process: prewriting, writing the first draft, revising, editing and 

proofreading. 

a) Prewriting 

 

Activities in which writer look for a topic or ideas related to a topic 

before begin writing. 

b) Writing the first draft 

 

Put additional thoughts and details that did not emerge during 

prewriting. 

c) Revising 

 

Activities that writers check, revise, and rewrite what they have been 

written. 

d) Editing and proofreading 

 

Check the paper for mistake in grammar, punctuation usage, spelling, 

and other error. 

2.1.3 The types/genre of writing text 

 

There are fifteen types/genre of text. Rudi Hartono (2005): 
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a) Recount text is a kind of genre used to retell events for the purpose of 

informing or entertaining. 

b) Narrative text is a kind of genre used to amuse, to entertain and to deal 

with actual or various experiences in different ways. 

c) New story is a factual text which informs reader‟s events of the day 

which are considered newsworthy or important. 

d) Anecdote is a kind of genre used to share with others an account of an 

unusual or amusing incident. 

e) Spoof is a kind of genre used to retell an event with a humorous twist. 

 

f) Procedure is a kind of genre used to describe how something is 

accomplished through a sequence of actions or steps. 

g) Explanation is a kind of genre used to explain the processes involved 

in the formation or working of natural or socio-cultural phenomena. 

h) Report is a kind of genre used to describe the way things are, with 

reference to arrange or natural, manmade and social phenomena in our 

environment. 

i) Analytical exposition is a kind of genre used to persuade the reader or 

listener to take action on some matter. 

j) Discussion is a kind of genre used to present (at least) two point of 

view about an issue. 

k) Description is a kind of genre used to describe a particular person, 

place, or thing. 
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l) Review is a kind of genre used to critique an art work or event for a 

public audients. 

m) Commentary is a kind of genre used to explain the processes involved 

in the information (evolution) of a social-cultural phenomenon, as 

though a natural phenomenon. 

n) Hortatory exposition is a kind of genre used to persuade the reader or 

listener that something should or should not be the case. 

2.1.4 The purpose of writing 

 

Kate grenville (2001) explain about the purposes of writing: 

 

a) Writing to entertain 

 

Think what it is like to be a reader—you can be entertained 

(emotionally gripped) by something very serious, even sad, as well 

as by something funny. An exciting plot can involve your emotions, 

too, by creating feelings of suspense. Writing that involves emotions 

can also be reflective and contemplative. 

b) Writing to entertain generally takes the form of so-called 

 

„imaginative writing‟ or „creative writing‟ (of course, all writing 

requires some imagination and creativity). Examples of imaginative 

writing are novels, stories, poems, song lyrics, plays and  

screenplays.  Sometimes  imaginative  writing  disguises  itself  as   a 

„true story‟ for added effect. For example, The secret diaryof Adrian 

Mole by Sue Townsend disguises itself as a journal, while Dear 

Venny,  Dear  Saffron  by  Gary Crew  and  Libby  Hathorn disguises 
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itself as letters. As readers, though, we know that they are not really 

journals or letters—these are just devices the writer has used to make 

the writing more entertaining. 

c) Writing to inform 

 

These kinds of writing can also be „entertaining‟ in the sense that 

they are a good read. But entertaining the reader is not their main 

purpose—that is just a bonus. Examples of writing to inform are 

newspaper articles, scientific or business reports, instructions or 

procedures, and essays for school and university. 

d) Writing to persuade 

 

This includes advertisements, some newspaper and magazine 

articles, and some types of essay. This type of writing might include 

your opinion, but as part of a logical case backed up with evidence, 

rather than just as an expression of your feelings. I mentioned above 

that imaginative writing occasionally pretends to be a true story, but 

if you are writing to inform or persuade, you should not make things 

up. 

 
 

2.2 Errors analysis 

 

2.2.1 The definition of error analysis 

 

Error analysis is the study and analysis of the errors made by second 

language learners. Gass (2013) stated that “Error analysis is a type of 
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linguistic analysis in which the errors that a learner makes are compared with 

the TL (target language) form itself. 

Richards and schmid (2002) explain that error analysis may be carried 

out in order to: identify strategies which learners use in language learning, try 

to identify the causes of learner‟s errors, and to obtain information on 

common difficulties in language learning, as an aid to teaching or in the 

preparation of teaching materials. Ellis (1997) mentioned “Error analysis 

involves a set of procedures for identifying, describing, and explaining errors 

in learner language” 

From the definitions above clarify that error analysis is an activity to 

identify, classify, interpreting or describing the errors made by someone in 

speaking or in writing and it is carried out to obtain information on common 

difficulties faced by someone in speaking or in writing English sentences. 

Another thing which should be noticed is the procedure of error analysis. 

2.2.2 The differences between errors and mistakes 

 

Sometimes we confused to differentiate between errors and 

mistakes. Based on Bartram and Walton in Krisnawati (2013) mistakes 

are caused by the learners not putting into practice something they 

have learned while errors are caused by learner trying out something 

completely new and getting it wrong. 

According to Brown (2000), a “mistakes” refers to performance 

error in that it is a failure to utilize a known system correctly. While an 
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“error” is a noticeable deviation from the adult grammar of a native 

speaker, reflecting the interlanguage competence of the learner. 

Corder was distinguishing between errors and mistakes. Mistakes 

are akin to slips of the tongue. That is, they are generally one-time- 

only events. The speaker who makes a mistake is able to recognize it is 

a mistake and correct it if necessary. An error, on the other hand, is 

systematic; it is likely to occur repeatedly and is also likely not to be 

recognized by the learner as an error. 

From these definitions, it can be concluded that a mistake is made 

by a learner because he does not apply the rules that he actually knows. 

 
 

2.2.3 The kinds of error 

 

As Richards classified errors observed in the acquisition of English as a 

second language as follows: 

a. Overgeneralization, covering instances where the learners create a 

deviant structure on the basis of experience of other structure the 

target language; 

b. Ignorance of rule restriction, occurring as a result of failure to 

observe the restrictions or existing structures; 

c. Incomplete application of rules, arising when the learners failto fully 

develop certain structure required to produce acceptable sentences; 

d. False concepts hypothesized, deriving from faulty comprehension of 

distinction in the target language. 
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2.2.4 The Causes of Errors 

 

Norrish classifies causes of error into three types. Those are 

carelessness, first language, and translation. 

a. Carelessness 

 

Carelessness is often closely related to lack of motivation. Many 

teachers will admit that is not always the student‟s if he loses 

interest, perhaps the materials and/or styles of presentation do not 

suit him. 

b. First language 

 

Norrish stated that learning a language (a mother tongue or a foreign 

language) is a matter of habit formation. When someone tries to  

learn new habits the old ones will interfere the new ones. These 

causes of error which is called first language interfere”. 

c. Translation 

 

Translation is one of the causes of error. This happens because a 

student translates his first language sentence or idiomatic expression 

into the target language word by word. This is probably the most 

common causes of error. 

 
 

2.3 Article 

 

2.3.1 The definition of article 

 

Article is a word which used with a noun, and which shows whether the 

noun refers to something definite or something indefinite. 
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2.3.2 Types of Errors in Article 

 

To find out what types of error in thid research, the researcher uses 

types of errors in English article from, Dulay, Burth, and Krashen 

(1982), they suggest three types of error, omission of some requirement 

element, addition of some unnecessary element, and misinformation or 

substitution of wrong placement element. 

2.3.4 The use of article 

 

In English, there are 3 articles. That is a, an, and the. Article is part of 

grammar. According to Thomson and Martinet (1986): 

1. a/a (the indefinite article) 

 

The form a is used before a word beginning with a consonant or a 

vowel with a consonant sound: 

a man a hat a university a European 

 

The form an is used before words beginning with a vowel (a,i,u,e,o) 

or words beginning with a mute h: 

An applean island an uncle 

An egg an onion an hour 

Or individual letters spoken with a vowel sound: 

 

An L-plate an MP an SOSan “x” 

 

a/an is the same for all genders: 

 

a man a woman an actor an actrees a table 

 

2. Use of a/an
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a/an used: 

 

a) Before a singular noun which is countable (i.e. of which there is 

more than one) when it is mentioned for the first time and represents 

no particular person or thing: 

I need a visa. They live in a flat. He bought an ice cream 

 

b) Before a singular countable noun which is used as an example of a 

class of things: 

A car must be insured = All cars/Any car must be insured. 

 

A child needs love = All children need/Any child needs love 

 

c) With a noun complement. This includes names of professions: 

 

It was earthquake.  She’ll be a dancer. He is an actor 

 

d) In certain expressions of quantity: 

 

A lot of a couple 

 

A great many a dozen (but one dozen is also possible) 

 

A great deal of 

 

e) With certain numbers: 

 

A hundred a thousand 

 

f) In expressions of price, speed, ratio etc.: 

 

5ρ a kilo £1 a metre sixty kilometers an hour 

10ρ a dozen  four times a day 

g) In exclamations before singular, countable nouns: 

 

Such a long queue!  What a pretty girl! 

Such long queue! What pretty girl! 
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h) A can be placed before Mr/Mrs/Miss + surname: 

 

A Mr Smith a Mrs Smith a Miss Smith 

 

3. Omission of a/an 

a/an is omitted: 

a) Before plural nouns. 

 

a/an has no plural form. So the plural of a dogs, and of an egg is 

eggs. 

b) Before uncountable nouns. 

 

c) Before names of meals, except when these are preceded by an 

adjective: 

We have breakfast at night. 

He gave us a good breakfast. 

The article is also used when it is a special meal given to celebrate 

something or in someone‟s honour: 

I was invited to dinner (at their house, in the ordinary way) but I was 

invited to a dinner given to welcome the new ambassador. 

4. The (the definite article) 

 

The is the same for singular and plural and for all genders: 

 

The boy the girl the day 

The boys the girls the days 

5. Usage of The 

 

The definite article is used: 
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a) When the object or group of objects is unique or considerate to be 

unique: 

The earth the sea the sky the equator 

 

b) Before a noun which has become definite as a result of being 

mentioned a second time: 

His car struck a tree; you can still see the mark on the tree. 

 

c) Before a noun made definite by the addition of a phrase or clause: 

 

The girl in blue the man with the banner 

 

The boy that I met the place where I met him 

 

d) Before a noun which by reason of locality can represent only one 

particular thing: 

Ann is in the garden. (the garden of this house) 

Please pass the wine. (the wine on the table) 

Similarly: the postman (the ones who comes to us), the car (our car), 

the newspaper (the one we read) 

e) Before superlatives and first, second etc. used as adjective or 

pronouns, and only: 

The first (week)  the best day the only way 

 

f) The + singular noun can represent a class of animal or things 

 

The whale is in danger of becoming extinct. 

 

g) The + adjective represents a class of persons: 

 

The old = old people in general. 



18 
 

 

h) The is used before certain proper names of seas, rivers, groups of 

islands, chains of mountains, plural names of countries, deserts, 

regions: 

The Atlantic the Netherlands 

The Thames the Sahara 

The Azones the Crimea 

The Alps the Riviera 

i) The is used before other proper names consisting of adjective + noun 

or noun + of + + noun: 

The National Gallery The Tower of London 

 

j) The with names of people has a very limited use. The + plural 

surname can be used to mean „the … family‟: 

The Smiths = Mr and Mrs Smith (and children) 

 

6. Omission of the 

 

The definite article is not used: 

 

a) Before names of places except as shown above, or names of people. 

 

b) Before abstract nouns except when they are used in a particular 

sense: 

Men fear death but 

 

The death of the prime minister left his party without alaeder. 

 

c) After a noun in the possessive case, or a possessive adjective: 

 

The boy’s uncle = the unle of the boy 

 

It is my (blue) book = the (blue) book is mine. 
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d) Before names of meals: 

 

The scots have porridge for breakfast but 

 

The wedding breakfast was held in her father’s house. 

 

e) Before names of games: 

 

He plays golf 

 

f) Before parts of the body and articles of clothing, as these normally 

prefer a possessive adjectives: 

Raise your right hand. He took of his coat. 

 

 

 

 

  


