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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This chapter discusses related literature about this study. They are error 

analysis, grammar, tenses, writing, and descriptive text 

2.1 Error Analysis 

According to Brown (2000: 217) error is a noticeable deviation from the 

adult grammar of native speaker. It reflects to the competence of the learner. 

Errors which have been done by learners show that they do not master grammar 

well. In other words, error shows the ability of learner. It means that errors are the 

weakness of learner’s speech or writing which diverges from the excellent 

language performance. They cannot be avoided in the process of learning 

language. 

Meanwhile, error analysis is the fact that learners do make errors and that 

these errors can be observed, analyzed, and classified to reveal something of the 

system operating within the learner, led to a sirge of study of learner’s error 

(Brown, 2000: 218). Therefore, the teacher should tend to focus on learners errors 

since they allow for prediction of the difficulties involved in acquiring a second 

language. In this way, teachers can be made aware of the 

difficult areas to be encountered by their students and devote special care and 

emphasis to them.  

Khansir (2012) explains that error analysis is a type of linguistic analysis 

that focuses on the errors learners make. It consists of a comparison between the 
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errors made in the target language and that target language itself. Error analysis 

emphasizes the significance of learners‟ errors in second language.  

The following is the classification of errors observed in the acquisition of 

English as a second language (Khansir, 2012): 

a) Overgeneralization, covering instances where the learners create a deviant 

structure on the basis of his experience of other structure of the target 

language. In this classification, the learners make structures which are 

based on their own experience in the target language without realizing that 

the structures are deviant. The learners overgeneralize the structures of 

target language. For example: "'If I knowed the last bug I eated would be the 

last bug I eated, I would eated it slower,' Phil said sadly." 

b) Ignorance of rule restriction, occurring as a result of failure to observe the 

restrictions or existing structures. In this case, the learner fails to recognize 

the restriction of existing structures. For example, “I enjoy to learn about English 

language.” It is better to change ‘to learn about’ with the word ‘learning’. 

c) Incomplete application of rules, arising when the learners fail to fully 

develop a certain structure required to produce acceptable sentences. In 

this kind of error we may note the occurrence of structures whose 

deviancy represents the degree of development of the rules required to 

produce acceptable utterances. For example, “He opening the door.” The 

Verb ending “-ing” cannot stand by itself. It needs to be to be changed in 

order to make the sentence acceptable. 

d) False concepts hypothesized, deriving from faulty comprehension of 

distinctions in the target language. It is the incorrect comprehension of 
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distinction in the target language. These particular errors are usually the 

result of poor gradation of teaching. The errors may be in the form of 

omission, addition, misinformation, and improper ordering. 

 

2.2 Grammar 

 Harmer (2005, 12) states that the grammar of a language is the 

description of the ways in which words can change their forms and can be 

combined into sentences in that language. If grammar rules are too carelessly 

violated, communication may suffer. It means, grammar of a language is a 

description of structural rules that govern composition of sentences, words, 

phrases and are formed in the relevant language. Grammar does not only study 

about the way that the words are used in sentences but also how to arrange the 

words into correct sentences. It indicates that knowing grammar to write or speak 

is important. The capability of grammar knowledge is called competence.     

So, it can be imagined that language without grammar will be disorganized 

and causes some communicative problems, like grammatical errors in speaking. It 

is impossible to learn language effectively without knowing the grammar, because 

grammar helps the learners to identify grammatical forms to increase and sharpen 

the expression of meaning. Learners should be able to master grammar in studying 

English. Having a good grammar system of language, learner will be easy in 

delivering their ideas, message, and feelings to the listeners or readers. 

Learners need to know the grammatical system of language. They can 

communicate with others in order to transfer the message properly. In order to use 
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a language well, learners should learn the rules of a language or to know how they 

work. Therefore, English grammar is important to teach and learn. 

 

2.3 Simple Present Tense  

Simple present is used to express the idea that an action is repeated or 

usual  (Spivey, 2012). The action can be a habit, a hobby, a daily event, a 

scheduled event or something that often happens. It can also be something a 

person often forgets or usually does not do. 

Form 
Statement : S + [verb] + s/es in third person 
Negative : S + [do/does/is/am/are] + not + [verb] 
Interrogative : [do/does/is/am/are] + S + [verb/adverb]  
 

For examples: 

• She always forgets her purse. 
• He never forgets his wallet. 
• Where do you usually put your money? 

 

The Simple Present can also indicate the speaker believes that a fact was 

true before, is true now, and will be true in the future. It is not important if the 

speaker is correct about the fact. It is also used to make generalizations about 

people or things. 

For examples: 

• Cats like milk. 
• Birds do not like milk. 
• Do pigs like milk? 

 



10 
 

Speakers occasionally use simple present to talk about scheduled events in 

the near future. This is most commonly done when talking about public 

transportation but it can be used with other scheduled events as well.  

For examples: 

• The train leaves tonight at 6 PM. 
• The bus does not arrive at 11 AM, it arrives at 11 PM. 
• When do we board the plane? 

 

Speakers sometimes use the Simple Present to express the idea that an 

action is happening or is not happening now. This can only be done with non-

continuous verbs and certain mixed verbs. 

For examples: 

• I am here now. 
• He does not need help now. 
• Do you have your passport with you? 

 

2.4 Writing  

Writing is English skill that has to be taught in teaching English as foreign 

language because it is one of important means of communication. As stated by 

Raimes, in Cahyono (2009: 5), learning a second language means learning to 

communicate with other people in order to understand them, talk to them, read 

what they have written, and write to them. Thus, it shows that writing English is 

important to learn either to convey or to understand the message in foreign 

language.    

Writing is not merely arranging words in the paper. According to Brown 

(2001: 335), writing is the result of thinking, drafting, and revising procedures 

that needs specialized skill. In teaching writing, it is focused on how to generate 
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ideas, how to organize them coherently, how to use discourse markers and 

rhetorical conventions. It shows that writing needs special skill which demands 

high proficiency because writing ability needs to combine many skills. It is in line 

with Chen, (in Cahyani and Cahyono, 2011: 261) who states that writing is not 

only communicative tool, but also a means of learning, organizing knowledge and 

thinking. Thus, besides deciding what to write, a writer must think about the 

language used, organization and vocabulary. It indicates that writing involves 

complex skills that makes writing is the most difficult skill among other skills.     

 

2.5 Descriptive Text 

Descriptive text is the text which is composed for the purpose of 

describing something, place, or someone. It is stated in Englishindo.com. (2015), 

"Description is a text which says what a person or a thing is like. Its purpose is to 

describe and reveal a particular person, place, or thing." It indicates that making 

descirptive text means describing the condition feature or characteristics of an 

object to make the reader as if sees it directly. Description aims to stimulate the 

imagination to form mental pictures. But these are more than copies of the 

appearances of concrete objects; for even the simplest kind of description, the 

pictoral, carries with it some hint of the observer’s attitude that which he 

describes; and the more highly imaginative description – that which aims to 

suggest an impression raather than form a picture of an object – includes 

considerable interpretation. This is not, however, carried on by deliberate and 

methodical analysis of traits and qualities: such portrayal, even of concrete 

objects, is properly the work of exploitation. The interpretative describer only now 
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and then suggests, by a vivid account of his own personal impressions, what he 

conceives to be the essential character and significance of the object.    

Related to the aim which makes the reader as if sees the directly, It is 

supported by Kane (2005, in Englishindo.com. 2015), who defines. “Description 

is about sensory experience—how something looks, sounds, tastes. Mostly it is 

about visual experience, but description also deals with other kinds of perception. 

Thus, it can be concluded that a person who describes something, place, or person 

can employ his or her perception to inform the reader.   

  

 


