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 CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents background of study, statement of the problem, 

purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition 

of key terms.   

1.1 Background of the Study 

In English language, there are four skills need to be mastered by the 

learners. It is in line with Brown (2001: 232) who states that there are four skills 

in English, namely: listening, speaking, reading and writing as the paramount 

importance in English teaching. It means learners can be judged as good in 

English language when they master those four skills. Among the four skills, 

writing places the most difficult level since learners do not know enough about 

how to generate ideas for writing. Moreover, when the learners have to write in a 

second or a foreign language in academic contexts. 

Celce and Murcia (2001: 207) explain, within the communicative of 

language teaching, the skill of writing places special place because through 

writing the person can convey a variety of messages. In addition, Richard and 

Renandya (2002 : 303) mentions that there is no doubt that writing is the most 

difficult skill for second language learner to master. The difficulty lies not only in 

generating and organizing ideas, but also in translating these ideas into readable 

text. Second language writers have to pay attention to higher level skills of 
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planning and organizing as well as lower level skills of spelling, punctuation, 

word choice, and so on. The difficulty becomes even more pronounced if their 

language proficiency is weak.  

However, learning writing is necessary because it is important and useful 

life’s business. Learners need writing ability in nearly all classes, they need to 

write results of research, social studies, or other tasks. Since writing is seen as so 

important, a focus on writing in the classroom becomes vital, including paying 

attention on students’ error in writing. 

Error is a very natural process which is experienced by the students. it 

plays role as feedback in learning, moreover, learning second language. Corder in 

Brown, 2007: 257) notes: "A learner's errors ... are significant in (that) they 

provide to the researchere evidence of how language is learned or acquired, what 

strategies or procedures the learner is employing in the discovery of the 

language.” it indicates that by experiencing error, the leaner’s acquirement of the 

language can be identified. Then, the researchers or especially the teachers can 

correct their teaching for improvement. 

To make good writing, it cannot be detached from grammatical aspect, 

therefore, the learners should understand grammatical rules of the second 

language. Based on previous observation, the Eight Graders of SMP 8 

Muhammadiyah Batu faced the difficulty related to grammatical aspect. That is 

why the researcher is interested in conducting analysis on grammatical error at 

Eight Graders of SMP 8 Muhammadiyah Batu.  

Related to the study, there was a previous study conducted by Prayoga 

(2011) entitled Grammatical Error Analysis in Using Conditional Sentence Type 1, 
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2, And 3 Orally (A Case of 8th Semester English Department UNNES Students). 

The result of the test showed that the students in the range of scoring achieve 

grade A reach 35 %, grade B 10%, grade C 20%, grade D 15%, and grade E 20%. 

The highest score of the subject was 100 and the lowest score was 40. The mean 

of the result was 76.45. The data show that the average ability of the subjects were 

in the grade C. the highest level of error in using this conditional sentence orally 

was in conditional sentence type 3. The mean of precentage is 41.7% of the 

subjects were able to use this conditional sentence type 1 well. It means, more 

than a half of the subjects were not able to use this material well. In conditional 

sentence type 1, there was no serious problem with this material. The mean of 

precentage was 90.7% showed that almost of the subjects were able to use this 

conditional sentence type 1 orally well. And also for conditional sentence type 2, 

there was no serious problem. The score mean was 5.05, and the percentage mean 

was 72.1%. it shows that they were able enough to use it orally. Students of Nuns 

English Department were expected to improve their ability in conditional sentence. 

Good enough was not enough because they were going to be a teacher. It means, 

they should be precisely perfect in order to be a good role model in this material. 

Another study was conducted by Rofi’ah (2013) entitled An Analysis Of 

Students Error In Using Sentence Connectors In Writing Essay: A Study on the 

Fifth Semester Students of English Department at Muhammadiyah University of 

Malang. This study showed that the total errors made by the students were 82 

errors from 28 students’ compositions. Based on the surface strategy taxonomy, 

the 82 errors found in the students’ essay writing test comprised 16 (19,5%) errors 

of omission, 40 (48,8 %) errors of addition, and 26 (31,7%) errors of miss 
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information. Based on the total percentage of each type of errors, it was concluded 

that the most dominant type of errors of sentence connectors made by the fifth 

semester students of English Department of UMM on their essay writing was 

addition errors.  

This study is very different from the two previous studies because this 

study focuses on analysis on gramatical error of using tenses in writing. While, 

the first previous study focused on erron analysis on Conditional Sentences, and 

the second study focused on error analysis on using Connectors. So, the result of 

this study is different.    

 

1.2 Statement of Problems 

Based on the background of the study, the researcher formulates the 

problem as follows : 

1. What kind of grammatical errors of using present tenses in writing 

descriptive text made by the eight graders of SMP 8 Muhammadiyah 

Batu? 

2. What are the most dominant errors of present tenses in writing descriptive 

text made by the eight graders of SMP 8 Muhammadiyah Batu? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Based on the statement of problems above, the researcher formulates the 

purpose of the study as follows:  



5 

 

 

 

1. To investigate the kind of grammatical errors of using present tenses in 

writing descriptive text made by the eight graders of SMP 8 

Muhammadiyah Batu. 

2. To describe the most dominant errors of using present tenses in writing 

descriptive text made by the eight graders of SMP 8 Muhammadiyah Batu. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

This research has theoretical and practical significance for students and 

teachers. Theoretically, this research can give valuable input for teachers in 

teaching writing and the use of grammar, especially present tenses. Practically, the 

researcher hopes this study gives feedback to the teachers especially at SMP 8 

Muhammadiyah Batu, so the teachers try to improve their grammar teaching in 

writing. For students, it will motivate students to improve their competence in 

grammar to support good writing. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is to analyze grammatical error on using tenses. It 

is limited to the kind of grammatical errors of using present tenses in writing 

descriptive text made by the eight graders of SMP 8 Muhammadiyah Batu, and 

the most dominant errors of using present tenses in writing made by the eight 

graders of SMP 8 Muhammadiyah Batu. 
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1.6 Definition of the Key Terms  

Error is a noticeable deviation from the adult grammar of native speaker. It 

reflects to the competence of the learner (Brown, 2007). 

Error Analysis is a branch of Applied Linguistics emerged in the sixties to reveal 

that learner errors were not only because of the learner‟s native language 

but also they reflected some universal strategies (Khansir, 2012). 

Grammar is a description of the ways in which words can change their forms and 

can be combined into sentences in that language. Moreover grammar is 

rules that help to compose a text and it is basic way to understand the 

language (Harmer, 2001). 

Writing is an interrelated set of recursive stages which include drafting, 

structuring, reviewing, focusing, generating ideas and evaluation (Harmer, 

2001).  


