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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

In this chapter, the writer presents research design of the research. It 

consists of research design, research subject, data collection, data collection 

procedures, and data analysis. 

3.1. Research Design 

Research is a process used to collect and analyze information in order to 

increase the understanding about the particular issue or topic happened in our 

surrounding. In conducting the research, the researcher should apply the research 

design based on research problem discussed. According to Cresswell (2012), 

research designs are the procedural used in the process of research including data 

collection, data analysis, and report writing.  

In this research, the researcher applied qualitative research design. 

Wahyuni (2012) asserts that qualitative research is used to obtain a deeper 

understanding about person’s or group’s experience. In this case, the researcher 

used qualitative design to analyze, interpret and describe the type of error of 

preposition of place in, on, and at which made by the eighth grade students in 

State Junior High School 3 Batu in form of descriptive analysis. The data would 

be presented into words, not in form of statistical or numerical data.   

3.2.  Research Subject 

The subjects of this study were the eighth grade students at SMPN 03 Batu 

which consisted of thirty students and one of the English teachers. Data was taken 

from the students’ answer sheets from the test given by the researcher. The result 
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of students’ answer sheets were analyzed and identified to classify the error made 

by the students in using preposition of place in, on, and at. Furthermore, the data 

also gathered from the interview with the teacher.  

3.3. Data Collection  

This research used test, interview, questionnaire, and document analysis as 

technique of collecting the data. Each technique would be explained below: 

3.3.1. Technique and Instrument 

3.3.1.1. Giving Test 

According to Brown (2004), a method used to assess person’s ability, 

knowledge, understanding or performance about the certain domain is test. A test 

is given to measure the knowledge and understanding in certain area. In this 

research, the test was used to measure the students’ understanding related to the 

topic. The instruments used in this method is test.  

Hence, in this research, the researcher used subjective and objective test to 

obtain the data. The form of objective test was in short answer which contained of 

twenty items. In objective test, the students would not organize, interpret or 

associate, but they only gave short answer. Meanwhile, for subjective test, the 

students were asked to organize five sentences by including the preposition of 

place in, on, and at in each sentence. Subjective test was used to make the 

students organized, interpreted or associated their knowledge. The test item is 

presented in Appendix I. 

3.3.1.2. Interview 

For further information, the researcher applied interview method to gain 

the teacher’s response and information. According to Ary et al. (2010), interview 
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is a method used to gain data about certain situation from people directly based on 

their opinions, beliefs, feelings, and experience to reveal a phenomenon under 

study. By using interview, the researcher would gather the data from the teacher 

related to the problem faced by the students and how the teacher decided teaching 

strategy to cope with their students’ difficulties in the process of learning. Hence, 

the instruments used in this method were audio recorder to record the questions 

and responses in interviewing as tangible evidence and interview guideline to 

equip a good question for the interviewee. 

According to Wahyuni (2012), there are four types of interview. All of 

which are structured interviews, semi-structured interviews, unstructured 

interviews, and informal interviews. The researcher used semi-structure 

interviews in order to obtain any kind of information needed related to the 

problem discussed from the teacher in helping the students to cope with the 

problem faced by the students. It was also used to allow the researcher modified 

the questions based on the teacher’s response although the questions not listed in 

the interview guideline. Furthermore, the conversation will be transcribed into 

words for further analysis. The interview guideline is presented in Appendix II. 

3.3.1.3. Document Analysis 

In this research, document analysis was also conducted to obtain the data. 

Document analysis is a research method applied to written or visual materials for 

the purpose of identifying specified characteristics of the material (Ary et al.: 

2010 p. 457). Documents consist of two categories that are public and private 

records gained from the site or participants in a study.  
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The documents analyzed by the researcher belonged to private records. 

The instrument used was document. The data was obtained from the students’ 

answer sheet of the test given. This method was aimed to help the researcher 

understand about central phenomena under the study that is to analyze the types of 

error in students’ answer sheet test.  The researcher attempted to classify types of 

error based on the students’ answer sheet in using preposition of place, especially 

preposition of place in, on, and at.  

3.3.1.4. Questionnaire 

In order to obtain more data needed in this research, the researcher 

attempted to use the questionnaire. Ary (2010) mentions that questionnaire is a 

form containing a set of questions in gathering information for survey from 

significant number of subjects. Ary also classifies questionnaire into two types, 

which are: 

1. Structured or closed-ended form. It contains the questions and a list of 

alternative responses from which the respondent select. 

2. Unstructured or open-ended form. It does not include suggested answer, but 

responses have a freedom to complete the answer to reveal their opinion and 

attitude.  

The researcher applied unstructured or open-ended form of questionnaire. 

In unstructured or open-ended questionnaire, there are no predefined options or 

categories included. This questionnaire was for the students in order to reveal the 

students’ difficulties and problems in learning the preposition of place in, on, and 

at. The instrument used in this method was questionnaire guide. Furthermore, in 

unstructured or open-questionnaire, the students would be given subjective 
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question in which they could express their opinions freely in response to the 

questions asked without any limitation. Hence, the question used Indonesian 

language in order to make the students easily to understand about the questions. 

The questionnaire guide will be presented in Appendix III. 

3.4. Data Collection Procedures 

The steps to conduct the reasearch and collect the data in this study were: 

1. Giving test

Firstly, the researcher gave the test to the students by the teacher 

agreement. The test was consisted of short answer and sentences making. 

The students were supposed to finish the test in 30 minutes. The test was 

given to analyze the students’ error in using preposition of place in, on, 

and at.  

2. Distributing questionnaire

After finishing the test, the researcher distributed the questionnaire 

to answer by the students. However, the researcher attempted to obtain a 

deep understanding about the students’ difficulties in learning preposition 

of place based on students’ perspective and experience. Questionnaire was 

applied to espouse and verify data gained from the test.  

3. Conducting interview

The last, the researcher conducted the interview with the teacher. 

In this case, the data gathered by means to know how the teacher cope 

with the error made by the students and to know the teachers’ strategy and 

method that she applied in teaching preposition of place in order to 

minimize the error. 
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3.5. Data Analysis 

In this study, the writer used descriptive qualitative analysis to 

analyze the students’ errors in using preposition of place. Here the 

following steps in analyzing the data stated by Cresswell (2012): 

1. Prepare and organize the data for analysis 

The first step to do in analyzing the data were preparing and 

organizing all data gathered during the research. The data collected 

consists of students’ answer sheet, interview, and questionnaire.  

2. Explore and code the data 

For obtaining a deep understanding in analyzing the data, the 

second step to commit is reading it thoroughly to obtain a general sense of 

the data. Thus, the data would be coded based on the criterion to make an 

easy analysis by reducing the data into more specific one. The error made 

by students in using preposition of place in, on, and at was reduced into its 

type of error.  

3. Represent and report findings 

The next steps were representing and reporting the finding from the 

research in form of descriptive analysis. The analysis contained of the 

result from the students’ answer sheet, the interview from the teacher, and 

students’ questionnaire.  

4. Interpret the findings 

After representing and reporting all the data, the next step was 

interpreting the data to make comparison between the findings and related 

theory in discussion section.  



28 
 

5. Drawing conclusion 

The last step in data analysis was drawing conclusion based on the 

results of the data which had been analyzed by the researcher. 

 




