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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

 In this chapter, the writer is going to explain briefly about the theoritical 

framework which includes definition of error, error and mistake, classification of 

error, source of error, error analysis, definition of grammar, definition of 

preposition, and preposition of place.  

2.1. Definition of Error 

In the process of learning target language, making errors cannot be 

separated in learning for the language learner, especially for second language 

learner. It is also the primary process to acquire a better progress in learning a new 

language. According to Brown (2000), there are some important aspects in 

learning or acquiring information. Those are mistakes, misjudgments, 

miscalculations, and erroneous assumption.  

The composition of the learners’ writing and speaking which deviates 

from the right form of native language performance is called as error (Dulay et al., 

1982). Moreover, Brown (2000) states that error is the students’ deformity in 

performing the second language system. He further explains that an error is a 

noticeable deviation of the grammar system from native speaker, reflecting the 

language competence of the learner.  For example, when second language learner 

says “I runned there”, it can be known that he reflects his level of competence in 

which he thinks that all verbs require a suffix /ed/ as an inflection to past tense 

form.  
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2.2. Error and Mistake 

Error and mistake are different. It is essential to differentiate both of them. 

Error means breaking the rule due to lack of competence level of the language 

which may be conscious or unconscious when the speaker does it (Corder, 1973). 

In short, error happens because of lack of competence, understanding, and basic 

knowledge of the language which find it not correct. On the other hand, Bose 

(2005) states that errors are systematic, consistent deviances characteristic of the 

learner’s linguistic system at a given stage of learning. 

Erdogan (2005) argues that there are some performance aspects which 

make the learners commit a mistake in speaking and writing, which are lack of 

attention, fatigue, carelessness, and others. Mistake can be self corrected when 

attention is called. Whereas, Bose (2005) states that mistake is a flaw which is 

caused by some performance factors such as memory limitation in using tense and 

agreement in the sentence.  

It means that an error is what a learner cannot self correct and it happens 

repeatedly whereas a mistake is a slip that the learner can self correct. From those 

definitions above, it can  be concluded that the learners make a mistake due to 

lack of attention and they forget about the right form. While, an error is a 

deviation made by the learner because he or she does not understand the rule and 

does it repetitively.  

To distinguish between error and mistake, Ellis in Erdogan (2005:263) 

also suggest two ways. The first one is to check the consistency of learners’ 

writing. If they sometimes use the correct form and sometimes the wrong one, it is 

a mistake. However, if  they always use it incorrectly, it is an error. The second 
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way is to ask the learners to try to correct their own deviant utterence. When they 

are unable, the deviation is error. While they are successful, it is mistake.  

2.3. Classification of Errors 

In fact, it does not easy to classify errors precisely. This study limits itself 

to descriptive aspects of errors taxonomies based on the assumption proposed by 

Dulay et al (1982: 146). They state that the accurate description of errors is a 

separate activity from the task of inferring the sources of those errors. The 

commonly strategy used for the descriptive classification of errors according to 

Dulay et al. (1982, pp. 146-197) is categorized into four types of errors which are:  

2.3.1. Error Type Based on Linguistic Category 

Linguistic category taxonomies classify errors according to either or both 

languages components or the particular linguistics constituent the error affects. 

Language components include phonology (pronunciation), syntax and 

morphology (grammar), semantic and lexicon (meaning and vocabulary), and 

discourse (style). Meanwhile, constituents include the elements that comprise 

each language component. For example, within syntax one may ask whether the 

errors are in the main or subordinate clause; and within a clause, which 

constituent is affected, e.g. the noun phrase, the auxiliary, the verb phrase, the 

preposition, the adverb, the adjectives, and so forth. In this study, the researcher 

does not deal with the whole components because she will focus on errors in 

preposition of place which belongs to syntax and morphological only. 

2.3.2. Errors Type Based on Surface Strategy Taxonomy 

Surface strategy taxonomy emphasizes the ways surface are altered. It 

concerns with identifying cognitive process that underlies the learner’s 
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reconstruction of the new language. Students’ errors are considered to be based on 

logic, not just because of laziness or sloppy thinking. The learners may omit 

necessary items or add unnecessary ones, or they may misform items or misorder 

them. Based on the taxonomy, errors are classified into four types: omission, 

addition, misinformation, and misordering.  

2.3.2.1. Omission 

Omission errors are characterized by losing an item that must appear in a 

well- formed utterances. In a sentence, some morphemes or words are potentially 

omitted by the learners in conveying the meaning of the sentence. Those types are 

grammatical morphemes, such as noun and verb inflection, articles, verb 

auxiliaries and preposition. However, content morphemes are not omitted 

frequently because it presents more referential meaning of the sentence: nouns, 

verbs, adjectives, and adverbs.  

Examples:  (a) Those bird are mine (incorrect) 

(b) Those birds are mine (correct) 

2.3.2.2.  Addition 

Addition errors are the opposite of the omission error. They are 

characterized by the presence of an item which must not appear in utterances 

which result redudancy in the sentence. There are three types of addition errors 

which have been observed in the speech of both L.1 and L.2 learners: Double 

markings, regularizations, and simple addition. 

1. Double marking 

Many addition errors are more accurately described as the failure to 

delete certain items which are required in some linguistic contractions, but not 
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in others. On the other hand, double marking means two items rather than one 

are marked for the same features.  

Examples:   (a) We went to library yesterday. (incorrect) 

(b) We went to library. (correct) 

2. Regularizations 

Regularization is the rule typically applied to a class of linguistic item, 

such as the class of main verbs or the class of nouns. In most languages, 

however, some members of a class are exceptions to the rule. For example, the 

verb drink does not become drinked in past tense form, but drank; the noun 

sheep is also sheep in the plural, not sheeps. If there are regular and irregular 

forms in the language used by the learner, they always apply the rules to 

produce the regular ones to those are the irregular which results regulation 

error. 

3. Simple Addition 

Simple addition errors are the “grab bag” subcategory of additions. If 

an addition error is neither double marking nor regularization, it is called a 

simple addition. No particular feature characterizes simple additions other than 

those that characterize all addition errors. The use of an item should not appear 

in a well-formed utterance. 

Examples:  

(a) Third person singular –s   (c) Preposition 

The computers does not work.        In over there 

(b) Past tense (irregular) 

The shopkeeper brought some instant noodles. 
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2.3.2.3. Misformation 

Misformation errors are characterized by the use of the wrong form of the 

morpheme or the structure. While in omission error the item is not supplied at all, 

but in misformation errors the learners’ supplies something although it is 

incorrect. Misfirmation is divided into three forms: regularization, archi-form, and 

alternating forms.  

1. Regularization 

Regularization refers to the misformation category in which a regular 

marker is used in place of an irregular one, as in runned for run, childs for 

children, gooses for geese. 

2. Archi-forms 

Archi-forms refers to the errors in the selection of a form to express 

something else, such as the selection of determiners (this, that, these, those) in a 

sentence.  

Examples:  (a) that houses are big. (incorrect) 

(b) those houses are big. (correct) 

3. Alternating forms 

Alternating forms are represented by the error in the selection of the right 

word. This error occurs when a second language learners at the level of 

vocabulary and grammar growth (the beginner stage).  

Examples:  (a) I give she some money. (incorrect) 

(b) I give her some money. (correct) 
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2.3.2.4.  Misordering 

Misordering errors are characterized by the incorrect placement of a 

morpheme or group of morphemes in an utterance. 

Examples:    (a) Where you are going? (incorrect) 

(b) Where are you going? (correct) 

2.3.3.  Error Type Based on Comparative Taxonomy 

The classification of errors in a comparative taxonomy is based on 

comparisons between the structure of second language errors and certain other 

types of constructions. Second language errors have most frequently been 

compared to errors made by children learning the target language as their first 

language and to equivalent phrases or sentences in the learner’s mother tongue. In 

this taxonomy, there are two major errors categories that are: 

2.3.3.1.  Developmental Errors 

Developmental errors are errors similar to those made by children learning 

the target language as the first language. For example, in omission of grammatical 

morphemes of preposition:  

(a) We walks around the field.  (b) Put the hat. 

We walk around the field.        Put the hat on. 

2.3.3.2.Interlingual Errors 

Interlingual errors are similar to a semantically equivalent phrases or 

sentence in the learner’s native language. Interlingual errors as defined errors that 

reflect native language structure, regardless of the internal processes or external 

condition that produced them.  

Examples:    (a) Her eyebrow thick. (incorrect) 
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(b)  Her eyebrow is thick. (correct) 

2.3.4.  Type Based on Communicative Effect Taxonomy 

Communicative effect taxonomy is concerning with perspective of their 

effect on the listener or reader. It distinguishes errors that cause 

miscommunication and those that do not. It has shown that certain types of errors 

make a critical difference as to whether the listener or reader comprehends the 

speaker’s message or not. There are two categories of communicative effect 

taxonomy that are called as global and local errors. Errors that affect overall 

sentence organization significantly hinder communication are defined as global 

error. The most systematic global errors include: wrong order of major 

constituent; missing, wrong, or misplaced sentence connectors; missing cues to 

signal obligatory exceptions to pervasive syntactic rules; and regularization of 

pervasive syntactic rules to exceptions. While, local errors are errors that affect 

single elements (constituents) in a sentence that do not usually hinder 

communication significantly. It includes errors in noun and verb inflection, 

articles, auxiliaries, and the formation of quantifiers. For instance, the sentence 

contains three errors: the article the is missing in front of English Language, much 

is used instead of many, and inverts the subject and verb. 

2.4. Source of Error 

In making error, there are some possible causes of errors which are stated 

by Brown (2000): 

1. Interlingual Transfer. It is a significant source of error in the beginning 

stages of learning second language. This error is caused by the 

interlingual transfer or the interference that is affected by their mother 
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tongue or the native language. For instance, when English learner says 

“John married with Jean” instead of “John and Jean are married”. 

2. Intralingual Transfer. It is an error produces by the learners of their

language system which affects the structure of the target language. The

interference of the native language system or their limited knowledge

within the target language results an intralingual transfer- generalization.

3. Context of Learning. Context refers to the material, situation, or

condition which given by the certain source in learning the second

language and it can cause errors. For examples, the learners can make an

error due to the misleading explanation from the teacher, or the faulty

presentation of a structure or word in a textbook.

4. Communication Strategies. It can become a source of error related to

learning styles in order to use strategy in conveying message.

2.5.   Error Analysis 

Error analysis is type of linguistic analysis which focuses on the learners’ 

making error (Abisana, 2003). In addition, Brown (1987) states that there are 

some possible general sources of error from learners’ system in learning second 

language, which are interlingual errors of interference from the native language, 

intralingual errors within the target language, the sociolinguistic context of 

communication, psycholinguistic or cognitive strategies, and several other causes 

which can affect in each variable. Error analysis considers errors as part of the 

language learning which tell us the learner’s learning problem. 

According to Sanal (2007), error analysis is a study to identify, to 

describe, and to explain the learners’ error systematically by using the linguistics’ 
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principles and technique in analyzing the error.  It means that error analysis can  

be identified by student’s error in learning based on the technique which is 

provided by linguistics. Whereas, Brown (as cited in Sanal, 2007) asserts that 

error analysis is the activity to observe, to analyze, and to classify the error made 

by the students in conveying something from the operating system.  

2.6.   Definition of Grammar 

Grammar is the knowledge of the speaker has about the units and rules in their 

own language. The rules include the combination sounds into word, word 

formation, the combination words into phrases and phrases into sentences as well 

as the rule for constructing the meaning (Fromkin et al. 2003). 

Harmer (1999) states that grammar is the rule used in organizing sentence 

in a particular language that stands from several aspects, including phonological 

(sounds), and morphological (word composition) points.  

Furthermore, Greenbaum (1991) defines grammar is a set of rules to 

conquer words into larger unit in language. Grammar as a central component of 

language determines how the words arranged and patterned to become phrases 

and sentence so it can be understandable and meaningful when the speaker uses it 

as a communication to deliver a message.  

In other words, grammar is the correct usage of English language rule and 

it is important to be understood in order to organize the sentence with the 

acceptable meaning in communication by others. Also, in this research, the writer 

will focus in analyzing one of part of grammar which is called preposition.  
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2.7.  Definition of Preposition 

According to Woods (2010), preposition is a word or group of words that 

relates a noun or pronoun to another word in the sentence. Basically, preposition 

is used to specify certain position of object or people and it is always followed by 

a noun or pronoun, which relates to another word in the sentence. Furthermore, 

Frank (1972: 163) states that preposition as well as conjunction are different from 

other parts of speech. Preposition is composed from small class of words that has 

no formal characteristic endings. Each signal syntactic structure has a function as 

one of the other parts of speech. For this reasons, he prefer to classify prepositions 

as  structure words rather than as parts of speech. 

Preposition basically has two functions. All of which are to specify the 

position of the nouns (persons or objects), and to connect a noun or a pronoun to 

another word, usually a noun, verb, or adjective. Moreover, in this study the 

researcher will focus in analyzing the preposition of place in, on, and at only. 

2.8.   Preposition of Place 

According to Leech and Svartvik (1973:82, in Khurriyati 2013), 

preposition of place is a preposition that is used to describe the place or position 

for all types of nouns.  Preposition which is used to specify a noun in preposition 

of place are in, on, and at.  

2.8.1. Preposition of Place In 

In is used to state that someone or something is inside of the boundaries  

(the boundaries can be physical or virtual place). According to Yates (1999), the 

functions of preposition of place in are: 

1. In indicates location inside or within something else. 
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Example: The pencils are in the box. 

2. In indicates geographical areas: city, continent, country, states, town. 

Example: She lives in California. 

3. Comfortable, protected place: alcove, large chair, cocoon, nest. 

Example: He sat down in the chair and read his novel. 

4. Publications and speeches: article, book, magazine, newspaper, 

speech. 

Example: I read the article in the newspaper.  

5. In is used for vehicles where the passengers cannot walk around: car, 

canoe, helicopters, small airplane, small boat. 

Example: We went in the car, but they went in a helicopter.  

6. In indicates that something is in the water, the air, the environment 

Example: there is pollution in the air. 

7. In indicates the position of somenthing is in the center, the middle 

Example: Our house is in the center of town. 

8. In indicates the position of something in the north/south/east/west 

Example: New England is in the north of the United States. 

9. A bodily attack  

Example: A stone hit me in the face. 

10. Print medium.  

Example:   Read the articles in the newspaper. 

2.8.2. Preposition of Place On 

On is used to state someone or something is on top of a surface. According 

to Yates (1999), the functions of preposition of place on are: 
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1. On indicates facing. 

Example: The house is on the beach.  

2. On indicates travel in vehicles in which one can walk. 

Example: She goes to work on the bus 

3. On indicates individual method of travel. 

Example: He came over on his bike. 

4. On indicates a surface location. 

Examples: She lives on an Oak Street. 

5. On indicates an outside location. 

Example:  He was standing on the corner of First Street and 

Maple Avenue. 

6. On indicates location in a part of an area. 

Examples: The market is on the right side of the hospital. 

7. On indicates something is on the surface of the body. 

Example: He has a scratch on his arms. 

8. An electronics medium.  

Example:   The file is save on the computer. 

2.8.3. Preposition of Place At 

At is used to state something or someone is at a specific place. According 

to Bolton & Goodey (2001), the functions of preposition of place at are: 

1. At is used for a particular point. 

Examples:  There is a bus-stop at the end of the street. 

2. At is used for an address. 

Example: Carmen lives at 23, Mill Street.     
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3. At is used for a place where a particular activity happens. 

Examples:  She is meeting a boy at the cinema. 

4. At is used for an event 

Example: She met him at a party last night. 

 




