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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents background of study, research questions, 

purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key terms. Each section is presented as follows. 

1.1. Background of Study 

In this era, English becomes an important communicative skill to be 

considered in every job field in Indonesia. Indonesia has implemented English as 

a compulsory subject in elementary school up to university level. Moreover, 

English is put as a consideration to be mastered by all people in the world as a 

tool to communicate with others from other countries, so that they can get more 

information, insight, knowledge, and culture understanding from various 

perspectives. Through education, the students will be guided to be able to master 

in written and spoken form of English. Furthermore, for teenagers, English is 

taught in order to make them familiar with the language and to give an easy way 

for their next decisions. In mastering English as second language, the students 

must  understand about all English skills including speaking, reading, listening, 

and writing. 

All English skills are important to be learnt. The first step in teaching is 

delivering a direct learning then making it into indirect learning such as writing. 

Writing is an important skill to be learnt in order to clarify the spoken form in 

correct grammar without any ambiguous meaning when it is taken in written 

form. According to Widdowson (1990), “writing is the act of making up correct 
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sentences and transmitting them through the visual medium as mark on paper.” It 

can be concluded that writing can help people express their ideas, opinions, and 

critics on paper which must be organized correctly in its rule, language system, 

and form of the sentences in order to communicate after speaking. Especially in 

education, writing skill cannot be separated for students’ daily activities in 

learning. The studentS is expected to make a good sentence in doing the 

assignment, academic writing, and others. The students are challenged to be able 

to write correctly dealing with the rule of grammatical structure, too. 

There are some language components that must be paid attention in 

writing skill. All of which are grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation. Grammar 

is one of the components that must be used correctly to organize a meaningful 

sentence. Once the use of grammar ignored in organizing a sentence, it causes a 

meaningless sentence in a whole. It will change the meaning of the content in the 

sentence. In writing, there are some grammars which have less attention in its use, 

like preposition.  

Preposition is one of parts of speech that must be correctly used in English 

writing. According to Mus (as cited in Loke et al., 2013) Prepositions have been 

called the biggest little words in English. There usually quite short and 

insignificant looking but they have very important functions. Tetreault & 

Chodorow (as cited in Arjan et al., 2013) state that the errors which deal with 

prepositions are the most common mistakes done by the non-native speakers 

especially in their writing. This could be due to a wide range of linguistic 

functions that prepositions serve. For example, in choosing the appropriate 

preposition, one has to know and understand the context as well as the intended 
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meaning of what to be conveyed. The example can be seen in these sentences, 

“we sat at the beach”, “on the beach”, “near the beach”. Based on the explanation, 

although preposition is a simple, short word and sometimes it is often ignored, yet 

it actually has the biggest impact to indicate relationship, such as position, place, 

direction, time, manner, agent, possession, and condition, between their objects 

and other parts of the sentences. Many students still have a lack of understanding 

about using preposition correctly in the sentences or utterances. There are many 

kinds of preposition including preposition of place, time, phrase, etc. In this 

research, the researcher focuses on analyzing the preposition of place only. 

Preposition of place may be a simple grammar in English but it cannot be denied 

that many students are still confused in using this kind of preposition.  

Learning preposition of place is important because they act as vital 

markers to the structure of a sentence in indicating the specific location, position, 

and place. Putting the preposition word incorrectly would change the certain 

meaning of its content. However, preposition of place must be correctly used to 

make the content clearly defined, especially in indicating the certain position of 

thing or someone. 

Based on the writer experience when she did an internship in 2016, she 

found some problems faced by the students in learning and understanding 

preposition of place. They had a confusion to differentiate the use of preposition 

of place and put it incorrectly in the sentence. However, the writer already 

explained the topic before they were asked to do the task. Whereas, they also got 

the same topic when they were in the first year of the school, but they still found 

the difficulty to understand the preposition of place. According to Thomson and 
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Martinet (1986:91), “The students have two main parts problem with preposition. 

He has to know whether in any construction a preposition is required or not, and 

which preposition to use when one is required.” It is true that there is a different 

language system among Indonesian and English. In Indonesian, there is no 

specific rule of preposition. Whereas, English has its rule for preposition of place. 

Based on the previous study from Prasetyo (2010), it was found that the students’ 

ability in using preposition were poor with the average score under the minimum 

score in the test. There were many students who failed in doing the test rather than 

the students who passed the test. It means the students still faced difficulties in 

understanding the rule of preposition. They were still confused how to 

differentiate the certain rule in using preposition which caused an error. From 

those results, it can be concluded that many students still have some difficulties in 

understanding the usage of preposition of place correctly. In this case, they still 

cannot distinguish which preposition is appropriate for each sentence form. It 

happens due to the differences between two language systems which are faced by 

the students who still have a difficulty in utilizing the preposition of place. 

Solving the students’ difficulties, the teacher  has the important impact to cope the 

students’ error with using the preposition of place. Therefore, the writer conducts 

the similar study about the similar topic but it specifies into preposition of place 

in, on, and at only. 

The other previous study from Kurniasari (2004) stated that many students 

still made errors caused by misformation. It happened because the preposition (in, 

at, on, and of) had several meanings so it made the students faced the difficulties 

in using those preposition. 
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Considering the importance of learning preposition of place, the writer is 

interested to identify the errors made by the second-year students at SMP Negeri 3 

Batu. The school is taken as the subject of the study because when the researcher 

did her internship at that school, she found many students did errors in using 

preposition of place when she taught the eighth-grade students. 

1.2. Research Problems 

This study has some research problems as follows: 

1. What types of errors in the preposition of place in, on, and at made by 

the eighth grade students at SMPN 3 Batu? 

2. How does the teacher help the students to cope with the errors in using 

preposition of place? 

1.3.  Research Objectives 

Based on the research questions, the purpose of this study are: 

1. To know the type of errors in the preposition of place in, on, and at 

made by the eighth grade students at SMPN 3 Batu. 

2. To know how the teacher helps the students cope with the errors in 

using preposition of place. 

1.4.  Scope and Limitation 

This study focuses on analyzing the error in using preposition of place for 

the specific categories in preposition of place in, on and at because this topic was 

already discussed specifically as one of the materials in the eighth grade of junior 

high school but they still make some errors in understanding the differences. The 

limitation of this study is the students in the eighth grade of SMPN 3 Batu in the 

academic year 2016/2017. 
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1.5.  Research Significance 

The writer expected that the result of this study can be beneficial for the 

writer, English teachers and next researchers to enlarge the understanding in 

analyzing the error which is made by the students in using preposition of place.  

1. The writer

This research gives the experience and knowledge for the writer in 

analyzing error in the use of preposition of place and also knowing the 

solution how to help the students cope with the error they have made in 

using preposition of place.  

2. English teachers

The result of this research is hoped to help teachers to know the 

students’ difficulties in using preposition of place and the students’ ability 

in comprehending the rule of preposition itself. Therefore, the result will 

be important for teachers to cope with the students’ errors in using 

preposition of place in, on, and at. 

3. Next Researchers

The result of this study can help next researchers as a reference in 

doing research on the same topic of error analysis.  

1.6.  Definition of Key Terms 

1. Error is a noticeable deviation from adult grammar of a native speaker. It

reflects the competence of the learner (Brown, 2000:217).

2. Error analysis is a study to identify, to describe and systematically to

explain the learners’ error by using any of the principles and techniques

provided by lingungistics (Sanal, 2007:597).
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3. Preposition is a word or group of words that relates a noun or pronoun to 

another word in the sentence (Woods, 2010). 

4. Prepositions of place are prepositions that are used to described the place 

or position of all types of nouns Leech and Svartvik (as cited in 

Khurriyati, 2013). 

5. SMPN 3 Batu is one of the public Junior High School in Batu which is 

located in Jalan Raya Beji No. 8, Junrejo, Batu, East Java, Indonesia 

categorized as “Adiwiyata” and one of Nationally Standardized Schools. 

 




