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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This chapter presents review of related literature which is based on relevant 

theories and previous research findings. It covers textbook, learning material, 

speaking, curriculum, and the standard of competency. 

2.1 Textbook 

Textbook is one of the important thing in teaching and learning activity. In 

teaching and learning proses, a textbook plays such a large part in the most classes, 

textbook will give a great help to plan teaching and learning. A textbook provides 

a guide for a teacher to develop the teaching and learning activity because it 

provides materials for learners to achieve learning objective. Moreover, a textbook 

is the easiest and cheapest way of providing learning materials.  

Textbook is an important learning source for learners (Mulyasa, 2014:49). It 

has a strong influence or even dominant to affect the learning experience for 

students. He also said that there are the characteristics of textbooks such as source 

of teaching materials, references to specific subjects, systematic and simple, and 

accompanied by learning instructions.  

Textbooks are standard. The standard itself means that the book is a qualified 

reference. According to Akbar (2013:33), a textbook is a book used as a standard 

reference on a particular subject. The characteristics of textbooks are the source of 

teaching materials, a standard reference for certain subjects, arranged 

systematically and simply and accompanied by instructional instructions. There is 

usually a validation from the institute. In Indonesia, the institute called the Ministry 

of Education and culture. 
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From the explanation above, it can be concluded that textbook is foundation 

of school instruction and the primary source of information for the students and 

teacher. It helps the teacher in making teaching preparation and conducting the 

teaching and learning activities.  

2.1.1 The Roles of Textbook 

A textbook has very important roles for both teachers and students. For the 

teachers textbook can help them in designing an outline that can be used in planing 

their teaching. Further, it will be easier for the teacher to organize the information 

and activities based on the textbook systematically. For the students, it will help 

them to understand and comprehend the material because the material includes the 

picture, graph, maps and other illustrative materials. 

According to Richard (2001:1), textbook has important roles for both teacher 

and student such as: 

1. Textbook provides structure and syllabus for program. 

 Without textbook a program may have no central core and learner may not 

receive a syllabus that has been systematically planned and developed. 

2. Textbook helps standardize instruction. 

 The use of textbook in a program can ensure that the students in different 

classes receive similar content and therefore can be tasted in the same way. 

3. Textbook maintains quality. 

 If a well-developed textbook is used students are exposed to materials that 

have been tried and tasted, that are based on sound learning principles, and 

are paced appropriately. 
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4. Textbook provides a variety of learning resources. 

 Textbook are often accompanied by workbooks, CDs and cassettes, 

videos, CD ROMs, and comprehensive teaching guides, providing a rich 

and varied resource for teachers and learners. 

5. Textbook is efficient 

 Textbook save teachers’ time, enabling teachers to devote time to teaching 

rather than material’s production. 

6. Textbook can provide effective language models and input. 

Textbook can provide support for teacher whose first language is not 

English and who may not be able to generate accurate language input on 

their own. 

7. Textbook can train teacher. 

If teacher have limited teaching experience, a textbook together with the 

teacher’s manual can serve as a medium of initial teacher training. 

8. Textbook is visually appealing. 

Commercial textbooks usually have high standards of design and 

production and hence are appealing to learners and teachers. 

Based on the explanation above, textbook has important roles for both 

teachers and students. Although the textbooks are usually used by the students, 

teachers can use them as well.  

2.1.2 Criteria of Good Textbook.  

A teacher will determine the success or failure of teaching learning activities. 

One of them is in selecting textbook. There are many factors in determining whether 

a textbook is good or not. Generally a good textbook is a textbook that fits to the 
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curriculum, teacher and students. According to Cunningsworth, in Richard 

(2001:4), there are several criteria for textbooks: 

1. They should correspond to learner’s need. They should match the aims and 

objectives of the language-learning program. 

2. They should reflect the uses (present or failure) which learners will make 

of the language. Textbook should be chosen that will help equip students 

to use language effectively for their own purposes. 

3. They should take account of students’ need as learners and should facilitate 

their learning processes, without dogmatically imposing a rigid “method”. 

4. They should have a clear role as a support for learning. Like teacher, they 

mediate between the target language and the learner. 

Based on the criteria above, we can conclude that textbook is intended for 

students to meet their needs. Textbook’s content not only agrees with the 

curriculum demand, but also fits with the need of students. 

2.2 Material 

Learning material is one of the important things in teaching and learning 

activities. To design a study, we need to think about what material is required to 

achieve the goal and competencies. Preparing efective teaching material is similar 

to the processes involved in planing and teaching lesson. The goal is to create 

marerials that can serve as resources for effective learning.  

The material presented in the textbook contains at least all the subject matter 

in the aspect of the scope that supports the achievement of core competence and 

basic competence that have been formulated in the relevant subject curriculum. 
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 Good teaching materials will support effective learning. According to 

Tomlinson (2011:8), there are several criteria of good material, they are: 

1. Material should be achieve impact.  

2. Material should help learners to feel at ease. 

3. Material should help learners to develop confidence. 

4. What is being taught should be perceived by learner as relevant and 

useful. 

5. Materials should require and facilitate learner self-investment. 

6. Learner must be ready to acquire the point being taught. 

7. Material should expose the learner to language in authentic use. 

8. The learners’ attention should be drawn to linguistic features of the input. 

9. Materials should provide the learners with opportunities to use the target 

language to achieve communicative purpose. 

10. Materials should take into account that the positive effect of instructions 

are usually delayed. 

11. Materials should take into account that the learned differ in learning style. 

12. Materials should take into account that the learned differ in affective 

attitude. 

13. Materials should permit a silent period at the beginning of instruction. 

14. Material should maximize learning potential by encouraging intellectual, 

aesthetic and involvement which stimulates both right and left brain 

active. 

15. Material should not rely too much on controlled practice. 

16. Materials should provide opportunities for outcome feedback. 
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Through the criteria which are proposed by Tomlinson above, the good 

material fulfills the learner’s need in teaching and learning process. The learners 

can easily understand and it can improve the learners’ ability of English. 

2.3 Speaking 

Speaking is one of the main skill in language teaching. It is one of the skill 

that is complement the other skill namely listening, writing and reading. One of 

language skill that must be mastered by Indonesian students who are learning 

English as foreign language is speaking. According to Syarifuddin (2013), speaking 

is an essential element when we want to interact to another people. 

The ability to communicate in a second language clearly and efficiently 

contributes to the success of the learner in school and success later in every phase 

of life. Teaching speaking is a very important part of second language learning. 

Speaking activities include: greeting, self-introduction, asking, answering 

questions, telling stories, discussing, giving directions, and interviewing. 

According to Kayi (2006:2), there are several activities to promote speaking such 

as: 

1. Discussions 

In this activity, the students may aim to arrive at a conclusion, share ideas about 

an event, or find solutions in their discussion groups. 

2. Role Play  

One other way of getting students to speak is role-playing. Students pretend they 

are in various social contexts and have a variety of social roles. In role-play 

activities, the teacher gives information to the learners such as who they are and 

what they think or feel. 
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3. Simulations 

Simulations are very similar to role-plays but what makes simulations different 

from role plays is that they are more elaborate. In simulations, students can bring 

items to the class to create a realistic environment. For instance, if a student is 

acting as a singer, she brings a microphone to sing and so on. 

4. Information Gap 

In this activity, students are supposed to be working in pairs. One student will 

have the information that other partner does not have and the partners will share 

their information. Information gap activities serve many purposes such as 

solving a problem or collecting information. 

5. Brainstorming 

On a given topic, students can produce ideas in a limited time. Depending on the 

context, either individual or group brainstorming is effective and learners 

generate ideas quickly and freely. 

6. Story Telling 

Students can briefly summarize a tale or story they heard from somebody 

beforehand, or they may create their own stories to tell their classmates. Story 

telling fosters creative thinking. 

7. Interviews 

Students can conduct interviews on selected topics with various people. It is a 

good id ea that the teacher provides a rubric to students so that they know what 

type of questions they can ask or what path to follow, but students should prepare 

their own interview questions. 
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8. Story Completion 

This is a very enjoyable, whole-class, free-speaking activity for which students 

sit in a circle. For this activity, a teacher starts to tell a story, but after a few 

sentences he or she stops narrating. Then, each student starts to narrate from the 

point where the previous one stopped. Each student is supposed to add from four 

to ten sentences. Students can add new characters, events, descriptions and so 

on. 

9. Reporting 

Before coming to class, students are asked to read a newspaper or magazine and, 

in class, they report to their friends what they find as the most interesting news. 

Students can also talk about whether they have experienced anything worth 

telling their friends in their daily lives before class. 

10. Playing Card 

In this game, students should form groups of four. Each suit will represent a 

topic. For instance: 

 Diamonds: Earning money 

 Hearts: Love and relationships 

 Spades: An unforgettable memory 

Clubs: Best teacher 

Each student in a group will choose a card. Then, each student will write 4-5 

questions about that topic to ask the other people in the group. For example: 

If the topic "Diamonds: Earning Money" is selected, here are some possible 

questions: 

 Is money important in your life? Why? 
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 What is the easiest way of earning money?

 What do you think about lottery? Etc.

However, the teacher should state at the very beginning of the activity that 

students are not allowed to prepare yes-no questions, because by saying yes or 

no students get little practice in spoken language production.  Rather, students 

ask open-ended questions to each other so that they reply in complete sentences 

11. Picture Narration

This activity is based on several sequential pictures. Students are asked to tell

the story taking place in the sequential pictures by paying attention to the criteria

provided by the teacher as a rubric. Rubrics can include the vocabulary or

structures they need to use while narrating.

12. Picture Describing

Another way to make use of pictures in a speaking activity is to give students

just one picture and having them describe what it is in the picture. For this

activity students can form groups and each group is given a different picture.

Students discuss the picture with their groups, then a spokesperson for each

group describes the picture to the whole class. This activity fosters the creativity

and imagination of the learners as well as their public speaking skills.

13. Find The Difference

For this activity students can work in pairs and each couple is given two different

pictures, for example, picture of boys playing football and another picture of

girls playing tennis. Students in pairs discuss the similarities and/or differences

in the pictures.



16 
 

The various speaking activities such as those listed above are expected to 

contribute a great deal to students in developing basic interactive skills necessary 

for life. These activities make students more active in the learning process and at 

the same time make their learning more meaningful and fun for them. 

2.3.1 Criteria of Speaking Materials 

The success of learning depends on the success of teachers designing learning 

materials. Learning materials are an important part of syllabus, namely planning, 

prediction and projections about what will be done during learning activities. 

According to Arifin (2015:1), learning materials are knowledge, skills, and attitudes 

that must be mastered by learners to meet the established competency 

standards.besides, Muslich (2010:292) also explain that on the compeleteness of 

the textbook’s material, the textbook must present all of the minimum materials 

related to the standard competence and basic competence. 

 Learning materials occupy a very important position of a curriculum, which 

must be prepared that expected the implementation of learning can achieve the 

target. The target should be in accordance with the standard competence and Basic 

Competence that must be achieved by the learners. It means that  

the material specified for the learning activities should be material that really 

support the achievement of basic competence and standard competence, and 

achievement of indicator. 

Speaking is the key to communication. By considering what good speakers 

do, what speaking task can be used in class, and what specific needs learners report, 

teacher can help learners to improve their speaking and overall oral competency. 
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There are many factors in determining whether the material is good or not. 

According to Depdiknas (2010:17), there are the criteria of speaking material, 

namely: 

1. It must be based on the type of skills that will be used to speak. 

2. It must provide a variation, so the students get the learning experience 

variety. 

3. It should develop a vocabulary so the speaking skill do not dull. 

4. It should provide the examples of the accuracy of speech pronunciation, 

and intonation so the students are able to speak clearly. 

5. It should develop broader insight. 

6. The topic of talk must be actual (public spotlight). 

7. Materials are systematically organized by following the principles of 

learning (from easy to challenging, close to far, known to unknown, 

simple to complex). 

8. Learning activities are packaged attractively, Sometimes doing activities 

outside the classroom (Learning activity is not restricted in the 

classroom) 

9. Using methods and techniques which can fostering students’ interest in 

learning and interested in learning language. 

10. Select the source and learning media of learning that can fostering the 

critical thought and creative. 

Based on the criteria above, it can be concluded that the choice of the material 

should be adjusted to the grade level, student circumstances, situation and 
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conditions. Those criteria can make students more easily understand the speaking 

material.  

2.4 Curriculum 

Curriculum is the basis for doing teaching and learning activities. A teacher 

should know the curriculum before they teaches their students as the curriculum has 

been made on the basis of student’s need. Curriculum is learning program for 

students which arranged systematically and logically, given by the school to 

achieve the goal of education. Success and failure of an education depends on the 

curriculum used. Education curriculum in Indonesia has been changed for several 

times. 

The curriculum is the basic of the implementation of educational activities. 

According to Fadlillah (2014:13), without a curriculum, education will not be done 

properly, effectively and efficiently as expected. In Indonesia, the government 

successfully publishes the first curriculum without using the term curriculum. The 

first curriculum was called the Rencana Pembelajaran 1947 (Suparlan, 2011:37). 

Since that time the curriculum has been constantly changing and the newest is 2013 

Curriculum. 

2.4.1 2013 Curriculum 

2013 Curriculum is the newest curriculum which is being implemented in the 

academic year 2013/2014. It is the development of curriculum based competency 

which have been made before. The 2013 Curriculum focuses on the soft skills and 

hard skills that include aspects of attitude, skills, and knowledge. In addition, 

learning is more integrative thematic in all subjects. 
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The implementation 2013 Curriculum based competency can be done with 

various approaches namely contextual teaching and learning, role play, 

participative teaching and learning, mastery learning, and constructivism teaching 

and learning. 

In this case, 2013 Curriculum focuses on attitude assessment. With the 2013 

Curriculum, hopefully learners can have the competence of attitudes, skills, and 

knowledge that increases and develops according to the level of education that has 

been taken so that it will be able to influence and determine success in the next life.  

2.5 The Standard of Competency 

 In teaching and learning activity, the teacher has to know the standard 

competence that includes basic competence, achievement indicators and core 

materials. 

2.5.1 Basic Competence 

 Basic competence is a number of abilities that learners must have in a 

particular subject (Chamsiatin in Akbar:2013:9). Basic competence is statement 

containing knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values that are reflected in the way of 

thinking and acting after student learned and finished one of the four skill (reading, 

writing, listening, and speaking). 

2.5.2 Achievement Indicator 

Achievement indicator is a part of basic competence that can be measured 

specifically to assess the achievement of learning process. 
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2.5.3 Core Material 

Core material is lesson that have to be learnt by students in learning process. 

According to Akbar (2013:9), core material is the material that must be learners as 

a tool of achieving the basic competence. 

2.6 The Textbook to be Analyzed 

The textbook that is analyzed in this research is the textbook that has been 

adjusted with 2013 Curiculum, entitled Pathway to English. The textbook published 

by major publisher Erlangga. It is designed for the second grade students of Senior 

High school. This book enables students to foster their four skills namely, listening, 

speaking, reading and writing. It is published by Erlangga in 2014 in Jakarta which 

is arranged by Th.M. Sudarwati and Eudia Grace. 


