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                    CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This chapter presents the explanation about the research method implemented in 

this present study. In this chapter, the researcher would like to explain: research 

design, research subject/object, data collection, and data analysis. Each section would 

be presented below.   

3.1 Research Design 

Research design is one of essential aspects to conduct a research. According to 

Creswell (2012: p.20), “Research designs are the specific procedures involved in the 

research process: data collection, data analysis, and report writing”. It is in line with 

Punch (2010, p: 62) who states that “Research design is all the issues involved in 

planning and executing a research project – from identifying the problem through to 

reporting and publishing the results”. Based on the definitions, the researcher 

concludes that the problems the researcher wants to analyse will be identified through 

sequential procedures.  

In this present study, the researcher used correlational method. Based on 

Fraenkel, et al (2012: p. 331), “Correlational studies investigate the possibility of 

relationship between only two variables, although investigations of more than two 

variables are common”. This theory is in line with Lankshear and Knobel (2004: p. 

158) who state that correlational study is when researcher analyses the relationship 

between two or more quantitative variables in various level. It means that the 

researcher only focuses on examining the relationship between two variables and 
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investigates the strength of that correlational. The X variable of this research was 

listening to English songs meanwhile students’ writing skill as the Y variable.  

3.2 Population and Sample 

In this research, to answer the research problem researcher needs a group of the 

participant as the target population. According to Fraenkel et al (2012: p.92), “The 

population, in other words, is the group of interest to the researcher, the group to 

whom the researcher would like to generalize the results of the study”. It means 

population can define the number of people that will be investigated by the 

researcher. The target population in this research was 5th semester students at 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang in the academic year of 2017/2018 as explain 

in table 3.1. 

Table 3.1.Target Population 

Class Number of Students 

5th A 

5th B 

5th C  

5th D 

5th E 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

Total 200 

 (Adopted from Administration Office of FTTE UMM) 

Fraenkel et al (2012: p.91) define sample as a small number of people or 

individual members who will analyse by researcher. Similarly, Sukmadinata (2013: 

p. 250) points out that sample means only some people are investigated by the 

researcher who represents their group. In other words, not all of the people in the 

group become a sample of the research, it is only some students who represent the 
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target population will be inspected. Based on the description above, the researcher 

will generate the sample from the population existed.  

In this research, the researcher used cluster random sampling to take the sample. 

According to Sukmadinata (2013: p. 254), the point of using cluster sampling is the 

researcher can draw conclusion about the entire target population based on the results 

from the random sample and the result also can use as inferential statistics which can 

determine whether the finding can be applied or not.  The chosen of the sampling 

was because there were huge numbers of clusters in population (five classes) thus 

researcher took randomly and chose one class among five classes and it was more 

effective and efficient. Then, 5th A class was chosen randomly to be the sample. The 

reason for the selection was because each of 5th semester classes at UMM has similar 

characteristic required for this research, for example, they have the same amount of 

time on learning English in a week, and they learn English with the similar method.   

3.3 Research Instruments 

The researcher used questionnaire list and document as the instrument to collect 

the data. The questionnaire list was used to collect the data in listening to English 

songs, while the document was used in writing skill. Each of them would be 

explained in the following. 

3.3.1 Questionnaire Lists 

According to Fraenkel et al (2012: p. 125), the questionnaire is usually the 

subjects of research answer to the question by writing or marking an answer sheet. 

On the other hand Sukmadinata (2013: p. 219) says that the questionnaire is a 

technique collecting data in which the researcher is not directly questioning to the 

respondent. Furthermore, Sukmadinata also states that there are two kinds of 
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questionnaire such as open questionnaire and close questionnaire. Open 

questionnaire is some question lists which can be freely answered by the respondent 

as he/she wants. It means respondent can write the answer based on their opinion. 

Moreover close questionnaire means the question already has alternative answers to 

choose by respondent. Thus, the researcher choose closed questionnaire in this 

research because it helped the researcher to draw the conclusion and analysed the 

data in the huge amounts of cluster sample.  

The scoring system of the questionnaire is based on the Likert Scale Type. 

According to Nazir (2011: p.338), this technique is developed by Rensis Likert which 

the goal is to measure the attitude in favourable until unfavourable scale. In weighting 

assessment, there are five levels of agreement and the highest score is the favourable 

response as shown in Table 3.2. 

Table 3.2. Level of Agreement 

      (Adopted from Darmawan, 2013)  

 

3.3.2 Document 

As stated by Blaxter et al (2010: p. 186), usually, the research data involves the 

document to analyse. Then, the researcher reads, analyses, and draws the line based 

on the document. In line with Blaxter et al, Creswell (2012: p.223) says that 

document is one of useful information to help the researcher to analyse the data. 

Options Positive Scale Value Negative Scale Value 

 Strongly Agree 5 1 

 Agree 4 2 

 Undecided 3 3 

 Disagree 2 4 

 Strongly Disagree 1 5 



17 

 

There are two kinds of documents namely public and private document. Public 

document is composed of official memos, result from meetings, jotting in the public 

domains and from library materials. Meanwhile, private documents are formed of 

personal records of respondents such as journals, diaries, letters, and personal notes. 

The researcher chose public document to analyse the writing skill data. The public 

document used was writing II score from student transcript in fourth semester. 

3.4 Validity and Reliability   

According to Frenkel, et al (2012: p.148), “The drawing of correct conclusion 

based on the data obtained from an assessment is what validity is all about”. 

Moreover Sukmadinata (2013: p. 228) says that validity means the instrument is 

measuring the whole aspect that wants to be measured. Based on the theory above 

researcher draws the line that validity is to examine the instrument whether 

accurately measuring the data.  

In this research, to test the validity the researcher used pilot study procedure and 

asked help to the lecturer who surely expert in English teaching. In arranging pilot 

study, the researcher asked two students of English language education in UMM to 

answer and analyse the questionnaire. Then the researcher revised the result of the 

questionnaires. After conducted pilot study, the researcher asked one of the lecturer 

who expert in quantitative research to check the questionnaire. Then the 

questionnaire was valid to distribute to the sample. 

Frenkel, et al (2012: p.154) state that the purpose of reliability is to find out the 

consistency of data result. The test can be reliable if the instrument is used twice or 

more and the result of data should be close to the first time. In other words, reliable 

helps the researcher to examine the result of data whether it is consistent if using for 
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several times. In this research, the questionnaire used by the researcher was reliable 

because the result of the pilot study showed that the value of Cronbach’s Alpha 

(0.899) was higher than r table (0.255). Thus the validity of the questionnaire was 

reliable to collect the data of the research and it also already checked by the lecturer 

as an expert.     

3.5 Data Collection 

This part discusses researcher’s activities in collecting the data. The procedure 

would explained as follow.  

1. The researcher prepared the questionnaire and distributed to the students.  

2. The researcher distributed the questionnaire to the students. 

3. The researcher gave instruction how to answer the questionnaire. 

4. The student answered the questionnaire about 15 minutes. 

5. The researcher took the questionnaire back. 

6. Then the researcher ask student to collect the document about the score of Writing 

II.  

7. Finally, the researcher analysed the data of the questionnaire and document.  

3.6 Data Analysis 

The final step after collected and organized the data, the researcher analysed 

the data from questionnaire and document. The researcher chose Pearson Product 

Moment (Pearson r) to calculate the correlation coefficient of listening English 

songs and writing skill. The researcher used SPSS statistic 21 version for MS Word 

to calculate the data of correlation coefficient of students’ questionnaire and 

students’ writing test. 
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Those are all of procedures that researcher conducted in this present study. 

There are research design, research subject/object, data collection, and data 

analysis. In the next chapter, researcher would present the result of the analysis 

which consists of research findings and discussion 




