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CHAPTER I 

         INTRODUCTION 

This chapter contains some important information required in the present study. 

It will expose namely, research background, research problem, hypothesis, research 

objective, scope and limitation, research significance, and definition of key term. 

Each section discusses as below. 

1.1 Research Background 

Listening is one of important activity and as main input to the student to learn 

the language. According to Rost (2013: p.1), in spoken language processing, listening 

is one of the important elements –without listening, spoken language does not exist- 

and also as a complex area. Thus, listening has a connection to innumerable areas of 

the brain and develops basic language skills such as reading, speaking, and writing.    

Song is one of the fun ways for student to learn language. According to Shen 

(2009: p.94), listening to songs can make learners break down their psychological 

barriers such as lack of self-confidence, an anxiety, apprehension and have 

enthusiastism to comprehend the target language. Elements of music such as rhythm, 

lyric, and melody are handy to motivate the learners of English as a Foreign 

Language (EFL). Thus, besides songs are enjoyable and comprehensible, either in 

the classroom or out of classroom, songs could be one of fun ways to learn new 

language. 

Meanwhile writing is one of the complex skill to be mastered because it needs 

receptive skills such as listening and reading as the essential input to write. According 

to Ransdell and Levy (as cited in Abderraouf, 2016), writing is “a process that 
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requires extensive self-regulation and attentional control...writers must change ideas 

into text, repair organization and mechanics, and monitor their success--all while 

trying to formulate a coherent message”. It is line with Kellogg (2001: p.3) who states 

that “Writing well is a major cognitive challenge, because it is at once a test of 

memory, language, and thinking ability. It demands rapid retrieval of domain-

specific knowledge about the topic from long-term memory”. Based on the 

definitions above, researcher concludes that writing is not only how to arrange the 

words into good sentences but it involves a complex process in our brain.  

There are several pieces of research which bring similar issues with this research. 

The first journal entitled “Using English Songs: an Enjoyable and Effective 

Approach to ELT” is written by Shen (2009). This journal is focusing on using the 

song that can release learners mental and as an effective power in language learning 

and encourage language awareness. Shen concluded if the teacher using English 

songs properly, it will be good means to EFL learners as high motivation to develop 

their linguistic intelligence and language awareness. The study is using an 

experimental research and test in two different English classes at Zhejiang 

Gongshang University. The result showed that the mean test score of the 

experimental class was 76.65, in which the effectiveness of using the song in English 

class was considered success. 

The other study was conducted by Sari (2013) with title “Correlation between 

Habit in Listening to English Songs and Vocabulary Mastery to Writing Skill”. The 

data were obtained through questionnaire and test. The result showed that the 

correlation coefficient among habit in listening English songs, vocabulary mastery 

and writing skill was 9.81, in which the correlation was very high. Thus, it can be 
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concluded that habit in listening to English songs has a contribution to improve 

writing skills of the learner.   

Those references above have relevancy with this research. The research also 

describes about two variables. The researcher focuses the correlation between 

listening to English songs and writing skills of learners on students’ fifth semester at 

UMM because there is no fact of this present research that discusses this topic at the 

research site. Thus the researcher wants to know deeper how strength the correlation 

between listening English songs and writing skill of students. Expectedly, through 

this research, song can use effectively by the teacher to improve students’ writing 

skill whether in the classroom or out of the classroom.  

1.2 Research Problem  

In line with the above information, the writer formulates a research question as 

follow.  

How is the correlation between students’ listening English song and writing skill 

at the fifth semester in UMM? 

1.3 Hypothesis  

Ho: Students who are listening to English songs, do not have better writing skill at 

fifth semester in UMM (null hypothesis). 

Ha:  Students who are listening to English songs, have better writing skill at fifth 

semester in UMM (Alternative hypothesis). 

1.4 Research Objective  

The objective of the research is intended as follow:  

To examine whether there is correlation between listening English songs and 

writing skill.  
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1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The writer would like to limit the problems of this study on two variables. The 

variables are listening English songs as X variables and the writing skill is Y 

variables. The writer limits the problem to find out the correlation between listening 

to English song and writing skill.  

1.6 Research Significance 

This study is intended to find out the correlation of listening to English songs 

and writing skill. The result of this study is expected to give significant contribution 

and information especially to the following people: 

1. The English Teachers 

By finding the correlation between listening English song and writing skill, it 

may help teacher in designing teaching material and some strategies in order to help 

students to write a text.  

2. The Students 

It may give information for students that their habits in listening English songs 

could help them in writing.  

3. The Other Researchers 

This research result can be as reference, information and source to conduct future 

research. Hopefully, this research can help them to solve their similar problem.  

1.7 Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding in this study, writer required to define several 

terminologies related to this thesis: 
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1. Listening: Receptive skills and implicates the comprehension of English 

(Pollard, 2008 p.39). It means listening involve the understanding of the material 

that we listen.  

2. Writing Skill: An activity by a self-directed, which requires high levels of self-

regulation (Hayes and Flower, 1980). It means activity in writing need self-

controlled in emotion, behavior and thoughts.  

Correlation: A correlation describes as two variables that have the 

association. In this degree, the variables share the similar relationship (Military 

REACH p.2). Thus, the purpose of correlation in research is to discover which 

variables are connected. 




