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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

This chapter reviews some theories related to the error analysis in writing 

recount text. The theories in this chapter include the definition of writing, the 

kinds of writing, the definition of recount text, the structure of recount text, the 

definition of grammar, the grammatical features in writing, the definition of error, 

the causes of error, the definition of error analysis, and the purpose of error 

analysis. 

2.1 Writing Skill 

2.1.1 The Definition of Writing 

Writing is one of the language skills. It is used to express idea or thought on 

a paper. Carrol (1990) states that writing provides information, opinions, beliefs, 

theories which could be shared to the future generations. It is believed to be the 

most difficult skill in learning second language. Harmer (2003) states that writer 

should be able to connect the ideas cohesively and coherently. Thus, the reader 

could easily comprehend what the writer wants to share. Therefore, Caroll (1990) 

posits that the writer should consider three elements of satisfactory writing, 

namely clarity, coherence, and focus. Lack of clarity may confuse the reader. The 

writer should have a consistency of person and tense in writing to prevent 

ambiguity appeared. Furthermore, the writer should connect the ideas in a good 

arrangement. Therefore, the writer needs to focus on the purpose of the writing.  
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Writing involves more than just producing words and sentences. Writing 

should consider many aspects, such as grammar, diction, spelling, punctuation, 

and text organization. In addition, Carrol (1990) states that the writer should pay 

attention to the correct sentence structure, mechanic, word usage, spelling, 

punctuation, and capitalization. Moreover, Kane (2000) states that to 

communicate with other people in words, the writer should be able to handle 

words, sentences, paragraph and to know what is involved in writing. 

In short, writing is the way to express the writer’s thought or knowledge 

into textual media by following the linguistic rules.  

2.1.2 The Kinds of Writing 

By knowing the kinds of writing, it helps the writer to determine the subject, 

purpose, and style that s/he wants to write. Kane (2000) mentions that there are 

four kinds of writing. The definitions are as follow: 

1. Narrative 

McClean (2012) states that narrative tells a story which can be factual or 

fictional. Furthermore, narrative tells the story about the event happened in the 

order in which it is occured. In addition, Knapp and Watkins (1994) state that 

narrative is not only used to entertain the reader, but also could be used to change 

social opinions and attitudes. The story included in the narrative writing may 

inspire the reader to change their belief about the topic. The examples of narrative 

are fairy story, mystery, science fiction, horror story, romance, myth and legend, 

fable, ballad, and personal experience. 
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2. Descriptive 

Kane (2000) states that descriptive writing is related to the visual perception 

about an object. Descriptive is used to depict an object with a significant pattern. 

The pattern is spatial: from top to the bottom, from left to right, and so on. 

Moreover, descriptive should be in specific detail about an object. In addition, 

descriptive should use details that appeal to the five senses: sight, hearing, smell, 

taste, and touch. It helps the reader to have an imagination about an object based 

on the writer’s perception. 

3. Expository 

Kane (2000) states that expository is used to reveal the topic in a logical 

construction to the reader. Thus, it leads the reader to get a new information or 

new perspective about the topic. It uses an organization which helps the reader to 

get a clarity about the topic. The most common organization in expository writing 

is cause and effect. In the beginning, the expository writing describes the cause of 

something happened. Then, expository writing explains the effect of something 

happened by using connectives, such as therefore, however, beside, etc. 

4. Persuasion 

Persuasive writing leads the reader to have the same perspective with the 

writer about the topic. As it is stated by Kane (2000:7) that “persuasion seeks to 

alter how readers think or believe.” Persuasive writing tends to make the reader 

adopt what the writers’ believe about the topic. The writer tries to convince the 

reader through opinions supported by evidences. 
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2.2 Recount Text 

2.2.1 The Definition of Recount Text 

Recount text is one of the types in writing. Furthermore, recount text is a 

branch of narrative genre. Hence, recount text retells the story or experience 

which happened in the past in sequence. It is supported by Knapp and Watkins 

(1994:141) who state that “recounts are sequential texts that do little more than

sequence a series of events.”

Recount text aims to entertain the reader. It is commonly based on the 

personal experience of the writer. Furthermore, recount text may provide an 

implicit motivation or inspiration which could be accepted by the reader. Besides, 

the purpose of recount text is to inform the reader. Recount text could be media to 

share events which are experienced by the writer to the reader. As a result, the 

reader may have an insight about a particular event. 

In short, recount text is a sequence of events happened in the past intended 

to amuse and/or inform the reader. 

2.2.2 The Structure of Recount Text 

Resulting in the fact that recount text is the type of narrative writing, the 

structure of recount text would be in a chronological order. As stated by Knapp 

and Watkins (1994) that narrative tells a story about the character in sequence. 

Thus, recount text tells the event from the first to the last. The story begins with 

orientation. Orientation introduces characters or participants of the event and time 

which the event occured. Then, it comes to the sequence of events. It tells the 

reader about what happened in the story chronologically. Then, the story ends 
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with the evaluation stage. The evaluation stage interprets what has happened 

based on the writers’ perspective. 

The language features of recount text include proper nouns, descriptive 

words, the use of past tense, and temporal conjunctions. Proper noun identifies 

those involved in the story. Descriptive word gives details of what, when, where 

and how the event happened. Recount text tells the event which happened in the 

past, as a result the tense should be in the form of past tense. Temporal conjuction 

shows the order of the event, for example first, before, next, then, etc.    

2.3 Grammar 

2.3.1 The Definition of Grammar 

Grammar is an important subject that needs to be learned in English 

language learning. Grammar has several meanings based on the experts. Different 

experts define grammar differently. As a result, there is no fixed definition of 

grammar. 

Kane (2007:13) states that “grammar means the rules which structure our 

language,” while Harmer (2003:12) states that “the grammar of a language is the 

description of the ways in which words can change their forms and can be 

combined into sentences in that language.” Moreover, Knapp and Watkins 

(2007:8) state that “grammar is a concern with how particular texts are put 

together.” 

Those definitions from the experts show the important role of grammar in a 

language. Furthermore, it seems impossible to learn a language without learning 
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the grammar because grammar concerns about how to use the language. By 

understanding the grammar, they would not find difficulties to understand the 

message conveyed by other. As it is stated by Harmer (2003) that the 

communication would not be effective if the grammar rules are violated 

carelessly. 

In short, grammar is an important subject which needs to be learned in 

language learning process because it concerns about how to use the language. 

2.3.2 The Grammatical Features in Writing 

Grammar takes a significant role in productive skill, especially in writing. 

Grammar concerns with the structure of the text. The most common grammatical 

features involved in writing are as follow:  

a. Sentence Pattern 

The sentence pattern of English language is subject (S) followed by a verb 

(V). McClean (2012) mentions that there are six basic sentence patterns, namely 

“subject-verb”, “subject-linking verb-noun”, “subject-linking verb-adjective”, 

“subject-verb-adverb”, “subject-verb-direct object”, and “subject-verb-indirect 

object-direct object”. 

Subject refers to the words or phrases who performed the action of the verb. 

While verb is a word or phrase which describes an action or experience performed 

by the subject. Direct object refers to the words or phrases which receive the 

action of the verb, while indirect object explains to whom or to what the action is 

being done. 
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b. Tense 

Tense in English describes when the event happens. Tense affects the form 

of the verb. Different tenses may use different form of verbs. There are several 

tenses in English. However, the junior high school students are only taught few 

tenses. One of which is simple past tense. Azar (1999) describes simple past tense 

as an activity or situation which occured in the past and is over. Simple past tense 

uses the –ed form of verb. For instance, “When I walked in the mall, I met my 

cousin. He smiled at me. . .” 

c. Pronoun 

Azar (1999) defines pronoun as a word that is used in the place of a noun. 

Moreover, it is used as the substitution of a noun. The purpose of using a pronoun 

is to avoid a repetition of the same noun or noun phrase. 

There are three kinds of pronoun, which are: 

1) First person pronoun. It is a word that involves the writer. For instance: I, me, 

my, mine. 

2) Second person pronoun. It is a word that presents the person who is being 

addressed. For example: you, your, yours. 

3) Third person pronoun. It is a word that includes a person or a thing other than 

the writer and the reader. For example: he, his, him, it, its, they, them, their, 

theirs. 
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d. Preposition 

Mclean (2012) states that preposition is a connective word which shows the 

relation between the noun or pronoun and another word in a sentence. Preposition 

is related to the position or place, direction, time, and manner. 

Prepositional phrases used to show position or place are near, far, behind, 

beside, etc. While prepositional phrases of direction are north, west, backward, 

toward, etc. Furthermore, prepositional phrases related to the time are about, 

during, until, approximately, etc. In addition, prepositional phrases related to the 

manner are by, in, with, like, etc. 

e. Punctuation 

Punctuation is the use of special mark which could separate phrases or 

sentences. McClean (2012) states that punctuation marks notify the reader about 

how the text should be read. Special marks which commonly used by junior high 

school students in writing are: full stops, commas, and apostrophe. 

1) Full stops 

The punctuation mark (.) is put at the end of a sentence. For instance, “I 

wake up in the morning.”. 

2) Commas 

The comma (,) is used to inform the reader that there should be a slight 

pause in the sentence. Furthermore, comma could be used to separate items in a 

list. For instance, “He wears black hat, white shirt, and brown shoes”. 
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3) Apostrophe 

Apostrophe is used with a noun to show possession or ownership. For 

example, “I always listen to Coldplay’s songs”. It also could be used to form a 

contraction. Contraction is formed by combining two words. For instance, “I 

don’t like his shirt”. The words “do” and “not” are combined to form a 

contraction of “don’t”, 

f. Spelling 

Spelling words in English may be a difficult thing to the learners. Some 

words in English do not sound exactly the same as what they are spelled. For 

example, “I” sounds more like an “a”. Moreover, some words have the same 

sound with the other words but the spelling is different. The example is the words 

“two” and “to”. They both have a similar pronunciation but different spelling. 

Therefore, spelling is very important to be taught in English language learning.  

2.4 Error Analysis 

2.4.1 The Definition of Error 

Error usually happens in the learning process. Moreover, error could be 

considered as an inevitable aspect in the language acquisition process. Brown 

(2000) states that learning involves the making of mistakes, misjudgements, 

miscalculations, and errorneous considered as an important aspect to acquire 

information. By making an error, the learners can develop their knowledge or 

ability. When the learners make an error, they try to obtain a feedback. The 

feedback helps them to notice their error and make them to seek about how to 

avoid the error occured in the future. 
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Error is a systematic deviation that happened in learning second language. 

Learners may not recognize that they occured an error. It would lead them to 

occur an error repeatedly. Meanwhile, Brown (2000) states that error is a 

deviation noticed by the teacher or researcher. Hence, error cannot be self-

corrected. Therefore, the role of the teacher is crucial to correct the error made by 

the learners. In hope that by having a correction, the errors would not be occurred 

in the future. 

Error is different from mistake. According to Corder (cited in Jabeen, 

Kazemian, and Mustafai, 2015), errors are the result of incomplete learning and 

linguistic incompetency of the learners which cannot be self-corrected. On the 

other hand, Corder (cited in Jabeen, Kazemian, and Mustafai, 2015) defines 

mistakes as the result of poor performance of language which commited by the 

learners due to many factors, such as fatigue and carelessness. Those factors show 

an inconsistency in making a mistake. The learner may make a mistake 

occasionally.  

In conclusion, error is a systematic deviation that could not be self-corrected 

which may improve the learners’ ability through a proper feedback. 
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2.4.2 The Causes of Error  

According to Harmer (2003), there are two factors which cause the learner 

to commit error, namely L1 interference and developmental errors. 

a) L1 Interference 

A subsequent material influenced by the previous material can be due to 

inteference. Learner has depth knowledge of the first language or can be called as 

mother language. The first language may be the only language system that the 

learner knows. Hence, the learner tends to transfer the first language system into 

the second language learning. For instance, in Indonesia, adjective comes after 

noun, for example “buku biru”. In contrast, English has the rule in which the 

adjective comes before the noun, for example “blue book”. As a result of 

inteference, Indonesian would say “book blue”. 

b) Developmental Error 

Developmental error is related to the over-generalization. Brown (2000) 

states that over-generalization is refered as a process of generalizing a particular 

rule or item in the second language beyond legitimate bounds. While 

developmental error, as desciribed by Harmer (2003), is the situation where the 

learner starts to over-generalize a new rule which has been learnt. As a result, s/he 

makes mistakes with things that the learner knew before. For instance, learner 

writes "He is more bigger than you”. This situation happens because learner over-

generalize the acquisition of “more” for comparative, and then it combined by the 

rule that has been learnt before, the comparative adjective (adjective + -er). 
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2.4.3 The Definition of Error Analysis 

Error in learning second language is inevitable. The learner tends to occur 

errors in the learning process. Furthermore, the learner is unconscious to perform 

an error. As a result, the learner tends to occur the error continuously. In that case, 

Ciesielkiewicz and Marquez (2015) claim that “being aware of the type and nature 

of students’ errors is an important tool for teachers in order to measure the level of 

learning achieved.” Therefore, error analysis is necessary in the language teaching 

and learning process.  

Error analysis can be defined as a feedback on the learners’ productive skill 

which helps the learners to improve their ability in the target language. Moreover, 

Yang (2010) defines error analysis as a process to detect the natures, incidence, 

causes and consequences of unsuccessful language. Furthermore, Khansir (2012) 

defines error analysis as a type of linguistic analysis which focus on the error 

made by the learner. In addition, according to Corder (as cited in Heydari and 

Bagheri, 2012), error analysis is a procedure of collecting sample of learner 

language, error identification in the sample, describing the errors, classifying the 

errors based on their nature and causes, and evaluating their seriousness. 

Based on those definitions, the researcher concludes that error analysis is an 

activity to identify, classify, and describe error made by the learner in productive 

skills and it is presented to obtain information about the difficulties faced by the 

learner in speaking or writing English sentences. 
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2.4.4 The Purpose of Error Analysis 

Some experts contribute their thought about the purpose of error analysis. 

Heydari and Bagheri (2012) state that by knowing the error commited in the 

second language learning process would help the teacher in determining the 

appropriate teaching strategies to give a better learning process to the learner. 

Furthermore, it would help the teacher to know the difficulties faced by the 

learner in learning the target language. Moreover, Jabeen, Kazemian, and 

Mustafai (2015) state that error analysis innovates the teacher about the ways of 

teaching by giving the feedback on the errors made by the learner. 

Error analysis also supports the noticing hypothesis posited by Richard 

Schmidt. Schmidt (cited in Buriro and Kakepoto, 2013) states that noticing is 

necessarily needed in order to ease the input to be processed into an intake. By 

having the error analysis, the learner could be aware of the error commited by 

himself. It leads the learner to avoid the error to be happened again in the future. 

In short, error analysis plays an important role in the second language 

learning in which helps both the teacher and the learner to make a better learning 

process goal. 
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