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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Regarding to the following inquiry of this present study, this chapter 

presents the introduction of this study. The discussion begins with background of 

the study, statements of the problems, objectives of the study, scope of limitation, 

significance of the study, and definition of the key terms. 

1.1.  Background of the Study 

English is an important subject to be learnt in order to have an ability to 

communicate with the global society. Learning English becomes the connecting 

link of scientific and technological purpose (Ahmad, 2016). In order to prepare 

Indonesian youths to engage with the global society, the Indonesia government 

sets English in the curriculum. The government hopes the Indonesia citizens can 

compete against foreigner in global society. As a result, English becomes the main 

subject which been involved in the final examination (Ujian Nasional). Therefore, 

students need to inquire English in the early age. 

In order to inquire English, students need to learn English skills. Mundhe 

(2015) groups the English skills into two, namely receptive skill and productive 

skill. Receptive skill is an input of English language which is needed by the 

students to help them in mastering the productive skill. Receptive skill consists of 

reading skill, and listening skill. In contrast, productive skill is using the English 

language that was acquired. Then, produce an idea to others through speech or 

written text. Productive skill consists of speaking skill, and writing skill. In 
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addition, both receptive skill and productive skill have a correlation. Lack of 

competency in receptive skills aggravates the productive skills and vice versa.  

Based on the writer’s experience, writing is the most complex skill in 

learning English. Writing is a form of communication which allows students to 

put their ideas on a paper. Carrol (1990) states that writing provides information, 

opinions, beliefs, explanations, etc. which can be shared to the future generations. 

Therefore, writing needs a lot more than just using accurate grammar and 

choosing appropriate vocabulary. Moreover, Caroll (1990) mentions three 

elements which should be emphasized during the writing process, namely clarity, 

coherence, and focus. A writing product should consider the word choice to avoid 

ambiguity and/or vagueness which leads the reader into a confusion. In addition, a 

writing product should have a clear connections between ideas to ease the reader 

to understand the writing product. Therefore, a writing product should focus on 

the topic that the writer wants to inform to the reader.  

Writing has four main types, which are expository writing, persuasive 

writing, descriptive writing, and narrative writing. In junior high school 

curriculum, students are introduced with recount text. Recount text is a branch of 

narrative text which contains personal story of the writer. Goatly (cited in 

Andayani and Andayani, 2013, p.50) notes that “Recount text is to construct past 

experience by retelling events and incidents in the order in which they occured”. 

The students need to understand its structure, and the organization. Furthermore, 

they need to write a recount text. 
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Senior high school students have learned English for several years. 

However, they still seem to commit errors in English, especially in their writing 

skill. The most common mistakes in writing is the using of accurate grammar. The 

inaccurate grammar occured because students may have difficulties in learning the 

correct grammar. Mundhe (2015) states that students learn writing only by 

copying from the textbook and/or by the dictation from the teacher. As a result, 

students may have difficulties to construct ideas that they have in their mind into a 

paper.  

Emmaryana (2010) has conducted a research about the grammatical error 

analysis in the students’ writing. She took the first year students in SMA Negeri 1 

Cigudeg Bogor as her subject. She found the errors made by the students were 

tense, spelling and punctuation, sentence pattern, preposition, and pronoun. The 

highest percentage of the errors is tense which comprised 95% or 19 students, the 

second is errors in spelling and punctuation by 18 students or 90%, the third is 

errors in sentence pattern by 17 students or 85%, the forth is errors in preposition 

by 7 students or 35%, and the last is pronoun with 6 errors or 30%. 

Based on the background study explained above, the writer is interested 

in analyzing the error made by students in recount text. Students have to 

consciusly notice their grammatical error earlier to avoid the error occured again 

in the future. It relates to the noticing hypothesis which posited by Richard 

Schmidt. Schmidt (cited in Buriro and Kakepoto, 2013) states that noticing is 

necessarily needed in order to ease the input to be processed into an intake. Based 

on the theory above, an appropriate feedback is needed to support the theory. It 
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would help the students to be more aware of the grammar which lead the 

grammatical error less occured in the future. The research should be done in the 

earliest stage to get efficient result based on the noticing hypothesis. Meanwhile, 

ninth-grade students of SMPN 2 Lawang has been introduced to recount text. 

Therefore, the research is conducted in the ninth-grade students of SMPN 2 

Lawang.  

1.2. Statement of Problems 

In this study, the writer wants to limit the discussion of the students’ 

error in writing recount text by presenting the following problems: 

1) What grammatical errors are made by the ninth-grade students of SMPN 2 

Lawang in writing recount text? 

2) What are the possible causes of grammatical errors made by the ninth-

grade students of SMPN 2 Lawang in writing recount text? 

1.3. Objectives of the Study 

The objectives of the study are: 

1) To know the grammatical errors made by the students in writing recount 

text. 

2) To analyze the reasons of the error which made by the students in writing 

recount text. 

1.4. Scope of Limitation 

In this study, the researcher analyzes grammatical errors made by the 

students in writing recount text. The researcher only focused on analyzing the 

students’ writing product based on six aspects: sentence pattern, tense, pronoun, 
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preposition, spelling, and punctuation. In addition, the researcher classifies the 

cause of errors based on the Harmer theory: L1 interference and developmental 

error. The participant of the study is the students of SMPN 2 Lawang. The 

researcher chooses students of class IX C and IX D as the sample of the study.  

1.5. Significance of the Study 

The significance of the study would be as follow: 

1) The study would help the readers to identify the errors in writing process. 

2) The study would help the students to improve their awareness of grammar 

to decrease errors commited in the future. 

3) The study would help the teachers to measure the level of learning 

achieved and find new method to anticipate the making of errors which 

also improve their teaching ability. 

1.6. Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding, the writer provides some terms used in this 

study. 

1) Error is the result of incomplete learning and linguistic incompetency of 

the learner which could not be self-corrected (Corder, 1974:259). 

2) Error Analysis is an activity to reveal errors found in writing and speaking 

made by the second language students (Richard, 1973:96). 

3) Writing is a process of putting ideas on paper to transform thought into 

words, to share main ideas, and to give structure and coherent organization 

into writing (Brown, 2001). 
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4) Recount Text is to construct past experience by retelling events and 

incidents in the order in which they occured (Goatly, 2000:30). 

5) SMPN 2 Lawang is a Junior High School in the district of Malang under 

the auspices of the goverment which is located at Jl. Inspol Soewoto no. 27 

Sidodadi, Kec. Lawang, Kab. Malang, Malang, East Java. 


