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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

In this chapter, the researcher will discuss and explain some theories 

related to An Analysis of Teacher’s Problem in Teaching Writing of SMAN 7 

Malang. The chapter helps to familiarize information that is relevant and previous 

research findings. 

 

2.1 Definition of Writing 

Writing is one of four language skills that should be taught to the learners. 

According to Cahyono (2009), writing is a language skill that needs to be taught 

in the teaching of English as second or foreign language. This means that writing 

is basic for teaching and learning English as second or foreign language. 

Meanwhile, Cahyono (2009) states that writing, in addition to speaking, 

belongs to productive skills. This skill should be mastered by the students, 

because it can be used to express the students’ ideas as well as feelings and 

communicate with other.  Based on the statement above, it can be concluded that 

writing and speaking combined as a productive skill. The students should 

understand writing because it can be used to show their idea, feeling, and 

communicate to others. 

Writing is a complex second language skill. Cahyono (2009) defines, in 

terms of skills, in order to produce a coherent, fluent, and an extended piece, 

writing is probably the most difficult thing to do in the language learning. It 
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implies that the students have the difficulties to produce a coherent, fluent, and an 

extended piece of writing in the language learning because of the rules. In writing, 

there are certain proper rules to be followed to construct a good writing product. 

Therefore, writing is not an easy task to do.  

Moreover, Cahyono (2009) states that writing is the mental work of 

inventing ideas, thinking about how to express them, and organizing them into a 

statement and a paragraph that will be clear to the reader. Following the idea, it 

can be stated that writing is the way to share the ideas, to think about how to make 

it expressed or to know to create sentences become a good paragraph. In short, 

writing is a way to communicate through a written form.  

Houge and Oshima (1999) affirm that writing is a progressive activity. 

This means that when the writer first writes something down, the writer has 

already been thinking about what the writer is going to say and how the writer is 

going to say it. When people write something they will think to find the idea what 

they will write in their paper and how they will write something by choosing the 

word to express it. In the other words, when a writer begins to write, the writer has 

to think about what the idea is going to be and how to pour the result of writing. 

Thus, it is called as a progressive activity. 

Writing is one of the ways to communicate, example message, note, letter, 

etc. According to Cahyono (2009), writing skill can be defined as a 

communication skill. The ideas are put through the written symbols by organizing 

the ideas based on the rules of language system to convey meaning so that the 

others understand the message from the writer. Writing is a communication form 
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to all the people to convey the meaning of the written form and to transfer the 

purpose of the writer who writes it. In the other words, writing is a tool to 

communicate and interact with the other that will make people easier to 

understand what the writer is saying. 

 

2.2 Writing Strategy 

The writer needs writing strategy for writing activity. Collins (1998) states 

writing can be difficult and time consuming for many students, but as any 

complex job, writing is easy if you have the right tools. Writing strategies are the 

tools the writers use to do the work. Writing strategies are the tools that make 

writing easier when the writer has the tools to do it. In other words, writing 

strategies are needed to facilitate the writing process. Therefore, it is important. 

Furthermore, writing strategy saves the time as well. 

Then, Collins (1998) states writing strategies are deliberate, focused way 

of thinking about writing. Writing strategy can take many forms. It can be formal 

plan, such as the teacher wants the students to write a book report, or it can be 

something as simple as a trick to remember how a word is spelled. It means that 

writing strategies is one of the tools to find idea about writing and take in many 

forms, such as the teacher wants the students to write a book report. In other 

words, it can be concluded that the writers use strategies all the time to keep their 

writing activity. Writing strategies are used to think carefully about writing 

activity. 
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In addition, the outline is important in writing strategy. The students can 

arrange their idea into a paragraph. According to Flemming (1990), to write two 

or three paragraphs that outline for the other students in your particular class for 

finding one strategy or combination of strategies is especially effective or useful. 

The students write outline of paragraph then exchange papers with other students 

in the class and they can compare the similarities and the differences in the 

various responses. It is a way of finding one strategy effectively. 

There are steps in writing activity. Flemming (1990) defines that there are 

three steps in writing activity; getting started, getting organized, and revising. 

Getting started, getting organized, and revising are the steps in writing activity. In 

addition, Richard and Renandya (2002) add another step, which is editing. 

 

2.2.1 Getting Started 

The first steps, the students should think some matters suitable to their 

topic of paragraph. Flemming (1990) thinks for a few moments about how the 

readers believe that people should behave if they want to lead a reasonably 

healthy and happy life. The students make list about those beliefs. For example, 

the list about a reasonably healthy and happy life are (1) honesty may be the best 

policy most of the time, but, occasionally it can cause trouble, (2) sometimes, 

getting angry can make a tense situation better rather than worse, (3) to be 

professionally successful, it is important to never mix business and romance. 
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2.2.2 Getting Organized 

The students should have the goal before writing activity. Before 

implementing any other time management strategies for getting organized, they 

should have the matter for writing. The purpose of writing is needed in the writing 

activity, because it helps to arrange the sentences in making the story and 

knowing the purpose of writing can keep the time. 

The students make the outline prior making the story. According to Flemming 

(1990), outline story comes first, listing the events the writer wants to cover. Then try 

to visualize those events one by one. It means that first the students make the outline 

of the story and they list it and tell the events one by one. 

The students do not worry about grammar, spelling or order in writing 

activity. They write their imagination into the story. Flemming (1990) states that 

just get the events of the narrative form of mind to her or his paper. The writer can 

correct and order them afterwards. Once the writer has exhausted his or her 

imagination, they begin putting those details into the story forms. The students 

write the events forms from their mind to their paper and finish their imagination, 

and begin putting those details into story forms. Last, they can correct their 

paragraph. 

 

2.2.3 Revising 

Revising should be done by the students, because it is correcting errors in 

their story. According to Flemming (1990), for most people, writing and revision 

go hand in hand. The writer may have to produce two or even three drafts before 
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the writer is satisfied with this paper. It is very usual. Most people write, revise 

and write again until they finish the product that meets their expectations. It 

means that, revising is needed because it can correct language error and make the 

reader understand the content of the story. 

The result of revision can be understood by the reader. While Richard and 

Renandya (2002) states, revising is not merely checking for language errors. It is 

done to improve global content to the reader. Based on the statement, revising is 

not always to check the error of language but also to make clear the organization 

of ideas and the contents of the story. Thus, the readers will understand the 

content of the story. 

 

2.2.4 Editing 

The students are editing their story and should edit their paragraph before 

publishing the final writing product. Richard and Renandya (2002) state, editing 

refers to find and correct the grammatical, lexical, and mechanical errors before 

submit or publish the final written product. Editing must be done by the students 

to correct the grammatical, lexical, and mechanical error. The students must do it 

if they want a good written product for the reader.  

Richard and Renandya (2002) also state, they edit their own or their peer’s 

work for grammar, spelling, function, diction, sentence, and accuracy of 

supportive textual material such as quotations, example and the likes. Formal 

editing is deferred pending this phase in order. It is done since its application does 

not disrupt the free flow of ideas during the drafting and revising stages. Based on 
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the statement, editing is when the learner corrects grammar, spelling, function, 

diction, sentence and accuracy of supportive textual material such as quotations. It 

is not disturbing the idea of the story in the drafting and revising stage. 

Based on the theory, it can be concluded that writing activities require 

certain steps of strategy in the process. It must be done by exerting skills and tips. 

As a result, everything works effectively and makes it easy to write. 

 

2.3 The Process of Writing 

Instead of one stage, writing process has four stages. Hogue and Oshima (1999) 

states, process of writing as a classroom activity incorporates the three writing stages. 

They are pre-writing, planning, writing and revising drafts, and writing the final copy to 

hand in the explanation of the writing process. The process of writing is as follow: 

A. Pre-writing is an activity in the classroom that persuades the students to 

write. Richard and Renandya (2002) states, pre-writing is the first step in the 

writing process. In this step, the writers gather the ideas to write something. 

Pre-writing is the first step to think about the ideas and topic. The step in 

pre-writing includes: 

a) Choosing and narrowing a topic 

The students have to choose a topic that they want to write. 

Furthermore, they can write about something that makes them interest 

with it. Finally, they must narrow the topic to a particular aspect of that 

general subject. 
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b) Brainstorming  

Brainstorming is an activity after the students choose a topic and 

narrow it to a specific focus. The next step in pre-writing is to generate 

ideas. It consists of: 

1) Making Sub-List 

The first step in making an outline is to divide the ideas in the 

sentence. Then, list further into a sub-list and out any items that are 

not relevant. 

2) Writing the topic sentence 

The topic sentence is the most general sentence in the 

paragraph and expresses the central focus of the paragraph. 

3) Outlining  

The students put the main points in the order in which the 

writer plan to write about them. 

B. Writing and Revising Drafts 

A technique to revise from pre-writing step, planning, check the 

content, organization, including unity, coherence and logic is called 

revising. There are three steps of writing and revising: 

a) Writing the first rough draft 

The first step is to write a rough draft from the outline. The 

students may come up with the new ideas but they have to be sure 

that the ideas are relevant with the topic. 
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b) Revising content and organization

The students can revise their rough draft. They change what they

have written to improve it, check it over for content and

organization, rearrange, add or delete in order to make the draft

more clearly, more effectively, and more interesting way.

C. Writing the Final Copy

After writing and revising draft, sometimes the students need to 

make some changes. It usually happens because writing is a continuous 

process, which are writing and rewriting, until the students are satisfied 

with the final project. 

In conclusion, to get a good writing the students have to do some 

steps in writing process include pre-writing, outlining, writing and 

revising drafts. 

In other words, writing process is needed by the students when they are 

looking for the ideas to start writing. It facilitates the preparation of writing, in 

which it becomes more organized and avoids language repetition. 

2.4 The Goal of Writing 

Hartig (1994, as cited in Tarigan, 1994) classifies the goal of writing. They 

are (1) assignment purpose, (2) altruistic purpose, (3) persuasive purpose, (4) 

informational purpose, (5) self-expressive purpose, (6) creative purpose, (7) 

problem-solving purpose. The classification of the purpose of writing is easier for 

the writer to get instructions to write. 
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In other words, when a person writes something, he or she has purposes 

for writing. The writer may have motivation of which he or she is unaware. The 

writer may also have mixed, even contradictory of motivation for writing. 

Required writing happens on the job and in school. Self-chosen writing 

happens in many circumstances. Both required and self-chosen writing can be 

many kinds. Either case, reflection on different purpose for writing can help one 

produces the most effective piece of writing. 

Writing is an extension of human language across time and space. It most 

likely begins as a consequence of political expansion in ancient cultures, which 

needs reliable means for transmitting information, maintaining financial accounts, 

keeping historical records, and similar activities. 

 

2.5 Teaching Strategy 

According to Ely and Gerlach (1980, as cited in Oktafia, 2009), strategy is 

the systematic approach that concerned with the way in which the goal can be 

reached through conditional environment, so it will provide some educational 

experiences. It means that systematic approach with regard to the way in which 

the goal can be achieved through a conditional environment and will provide 

some educational experience called strategy. In other words, the existence of the 

strategy is to facilitate the implementation of an activity in order to achieve the 

goals specified. This is the importance of strategy. 

Meanwhile, Fraenkel (1980, as cited in Oktafia, 2009) teaching strategy 

refers to teacher performs in order to involve students in activity to help them 

learn. It means that, teaching strategy is showing how to teach and how to help 
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learning students are involved in activities. It can be concluded that the teacher 

should have teaching strategy that the students need to make them easier to 

understand the material. 

 

2.6 Strategy of Teaching Writing 

Teaching writing also focuses on the students ‘ability and need strategies 

as a part of it. There are two strategies of teaching writing that the teacher uses 

according Colorado State University (Rahayu: 2009): 

First, it is free writing. This kind of strategy directs the students to simply get 

ideas into the paper without worrying much about grammar, spelling, or other English 

technically. The teacher, in fact, can choose not to even look at free writing pieces. 

The teacher gives the students 5 minutes in class to practice free writing which is used 

to write about certain topic, or ask them to write weekly in journal or diary. 

Throughout the class, the journal or the diary may be exchanged, but the journal and 

the diary usually done at home. Free writing’s main characteristic is that few if any 

errors are corrected by the teacher, which relieves pressure from the students to 

perform and allows them to express themselves more freely. 

Second, it is revised writing. This strategy is also called extended process 

writing, in which the students must write a first draft as a more formal activity, 

then revise and edit to the final published version, and the final product is shared 

in class often. Several class sessions are needed by the teacher to accomplish this. 

In the beginning, the teacher will assign pre-writing task such as brainstorming, 

free writing, listing, discussion of a topic, making timeline or making an outline. 
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To get writing lessons, the teacher can implement those ideas. First, types 

of task. Types task is divided into eight, text copying word for word, dictate’s 

writing, model imitator, sentence or paragraph’s fill in the blank, paragraph’s 

taking, a story text’s summarizing video or listening clip, items, ideas, reason list 

making, etc., writing letters. 

Third, it is format. The format should be clarified by the teacher. The 

teacher may specify that he or she wants an introduction, main ideas, support, and 

conclusion for poem, story, list, and etc. in an essay. The format will vary 

accordingly, but the teacher has to make sure that the teacher’s expectation must 

be understood by the students. 

Fourth, it is model. The type of writing’s model should provide the 

students’ wanted, especially for beginners. 

Fifth, it is editing. The students check list of points to look for when 

editing their own work which also includes a clear topic sentence, introduction 

and conclusion, etc. 

Finally, the last one is correction. The threatening appearance of correction 

could be minimized. Use green or blue pencils instead of red pen as long as it’s 

differ from what is used by the students. 

Based on the theory cited, the researcher concluded that there are several 

workable teaching strategies in writing to employ.  
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2.7 The Problems in implementing the strategy 

 In implementing the strategies, sometimes the problems are faced by the 

teachers. According to Burris (2005, as cited in Nurholela, 2013), the teacher 

rarely used the other strategies because of their lack of knowledge on teaching 

writing and they got difficulties in (1) determining an appropriate technique for 

the students who had low ability and interest in writing, (2) choosing an activity 

that could encourage and attract the students’ attention to write better, and (3) 

arranging the activities which were going to be used in the class. It can be 

concluded that in teaching writing, the teacher also face constrains in 

implementing teaching strategies. It hampers the well-run of the classroom 

teaching-learning process.  

 

2.8 Problem Solving Strategies 

 Definition of problem solving based on https://www.teachervision.com. 

Problem-solving is a process of an ongoing activity in which we take what we 

know to discover what we don't know. It involves overcoming obstacles by 

generating hypotheses, testing those predictions, and arriving at satisfactory 

solutions. It means that, an ongoing process of activity which takes what we know 

to find what we do not know is called problem solving. It encloses obstructions 

cope by generating hypotheses, testing those predictions, and arriving at 

satisfactory solutions. 

https://www.teachervision.com/
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 According to Burris (2005, as cited in Rahayu, 2009) there are four steps 

process of problem solving strategies are (1) understanding the problem, (2) 

devising a plan, (3) carrying out the plan, and (4) looking back. 

A. Understanding the problem:  

 Problem reading overwhelmed many students. Group discussion is 

beneficial at this point. Questions that may help students leaded by the 

teachers to the problem understanding are as follows: (1) what do you want to 

find or show? (2) what do you expect of type answers? (3) what will be used 

in the unit to answer? (4) can you estimates? (5) what are the given 

information? (6) whether the given information is enough or too little (7) with 

your own words, can you restate the problem? 

B. Devising a plan: (Plan) 

  The plan is usually called as strategy. Problem-solving strategies include 

(1) acting is out, (2) making a drawing or diagram, (3) looking for a pattern, (4) 

identifying all possibilities, (5) guessing and checking, (6) solving a simpler or 

similar problem, (7) changing your point of view or logical reasoning. 

C. Carrying out the plan: (Do) 

   We may need to modify the initial strategy. Something that needs to be 

understood by the students is that not every problem solving cannot be done in the 

first attempt. It is very beneficial to have cooperative learning teams at this point. 

D. Looking back: (Checking) 

  Checking all steps and calculation is simple. We should remind the 

students that they should not assume the problem solving can be done once a 
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solution has been found. Instead, the problem should be examined by the 

students to ensure that the solution is logical. 

Based on the theory above, the researcher concluded that problem solving 

is done by an action to eliminate the problem or reduce the problem. Therefore, 

the process of problem solving in teaching is important, it makes the process in 

implementing the teaching strategy is running well and it also facilitate the 

students to understand the material taught by the teacher. 

 

 


