
CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Research Background

In Indonesia, English is a foreign language which is taken by students as

one of the regular subjects in school. There are four skills to practice for learning

a  language,  speaking,  reading,  listening,  and  writing.  Speaking  and  writing

involve  a  language  production.  Hence,  they  are  referred  as  productive  skills.

Reading and listening involve receiving messages.  Hence,  they are referred as

receptive skills.

On the other hand, many students still find it difficult to learn English as

the second language. From four significant skills, writing is considered to be the

most difficult to be comprehended. Richard and Renandya (as cited in Puspitasari,

2013, p. 2) supported this idea say that the most difficult skill to master for second

language learner  is  writing.  The skills  involve  in  writing  are  highly complex.

Further explanation is stated by Harmer (2007, p. 112), that writing takes more

“thinking time” than having unplanned conversation.

Writing  is  one of  the most  complicated actions  of  language.  The most

important thing, in terms of its process and product, writing has so many features

and elements (Suleiman, 2000). Moreover, being capable to write well can have a

deep effect on our lives. “Writing can be an art, but it is the task of the artist to

create  the  masterpiece.  Without  the  competency and practice  of  basic  writing
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skills, neither proficient works of written art can be fictional nor can any lives be

influenced” (Currier, as cited in Hosseini, Taghizadeh, Abedin, & Naseri, 2013).

There are many kinds of writing. Grenville (2001, p. 1) states that novels,

short stories, letters, essays, reports, reviews, instructions, etc. are different kinds

of writing. He also says that a piece of writing will attempt to have functions, at

least, three of these things. First, to entertain; it does not mean making the readers

laugh, but it at least takes part of the readers’ feeling in some way. Second, to

inform; it gives some information to the readers. Third, to persuade; it attempts to

reassure the readers about something.

Recount text is one of the common types of English text in Indonesian

schools. Hartono (as cited in Azhar, 2015) stated that recount text is a type of text

used to tell again about certain events in a sequence with purpose of informing

and entertaining the readers. It is typically a text that bridges writer and reader’s

understanding,  and speaker  and  listener’s understanding  (Azhar,  p.  26,  2015).

Furthermore, Azhar points out that the social purpose of this text is it is supposed

to retell events in their real sequence that happened in the past. Some instances of

the recount text are personal letters, police reports, insurance claims, and incidents

reports (Ken Hyland, as cited in Azhar, 2015). 

In  addition,  according to  Anderson (as  cited  in  Bayinah,  2013,  p.  23),

“recount is a piece of writing that retells past events usually in order in which they

happened. The purpose of a recount text is to give the audience a description of

what occurred and when it occurred”. Simple past tense is used in recount text.

2



Simple past tense is divided into three components. They are “statement

with  past  tense  verb,  yes/no  questions  and  short  answers  and  information

questions” (Kirn, as cited in Bayinah, 2013). Huddleston (2005, p. 46) has his

definition about simple past tense, “the central use of the preterite is to locate the

situation, or the part of it under consideration, in past time“.

However, simple past tense is considered difficult to be learned by most

Indonesian students. Cowan (as cited in Rahman & Ali, p.132, 2015) proposed

one  of  the  two or  three  most  difficult  areas  for  English  language  learners  to

comprehend that  is  the  use  of  verbs  forms.  In  addition,  they explain  that  the

reason behind the learners’ mistakes in acquiring the tense of target language can

be claimed by the influence of English language learners’ first language.

In the previous  research conducted  by Harmawati  (2013) about  related

topic, it was found that the difficulties experienced by the students were using past

tense. Besides those difficulties, the researcher also found that settling irregular

verb was another difficulty got by the students. These errors were caused by their

lack of attention to their teacher’s explanation and they did not understand the

teacher’s explanation. 

Similar  errors  were  also  found  in  the  research  conducted  by  Bayinah

(2012). In her research, she learned that the error committed by the students she

examined  was  they  failed  to  form  appropriate  irregular  verbs.  Their  lack  of

knowledge of using to be was also another error found in this research. Bayinah

explained these committed errors caused by the students’ interpretation that -ed,-d
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is a past verb marker. She added that influence of mother tongue (first language)

could be the crucial reason.

This research aims to analyze simple past tense error made by the second

grade students of SMA Panjura in writing recount text.  Before conducting and

deciding the process of the study, the researcher decided to have interview with

the teacher. This preliminary interview was done with one question which was

“what are the aspects that the students mostly are lack of in learning English?”

From this interview result, the researcher then decided on the title and process of

the study.

The researcher decides to conduct this research in SMA Panjura because

SMA Panjura students’ English skill is deemed low by the teacher. According to

her, the most difficult skill found by the students is writing. The teacher said in the

interview  that  their  students  often  commit  faults  in  writing  English  text.  It

happens  because  of  the  students’ lack  of  knowledge about  the  language rules

being learned.

Moreover,  the  researcher  chooses  the  second  grade  students  since  the

theory  of  recount  text  has  been  taught  before  in  the  first  grade.  Hence,  the

researcher wants to know if they have understood the theory of simple past tense

and recount text. By knowing what kind of simple past tense errors are committed

by the students,  it  will  help the teachers  to make a decision on what ways to

identify,  reduce,  and  deal  with  the  errors.  Therefore,  it  is  expected  that  this

research’s result can help them in teaching and learning activities.
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Based on the background study above, it is interesting for the researcher to

conduct an analysis of simple past tense errors made by the second grade students

of SMA Panjura in writing recount text.

1.2 Research Question

Based on the background of the study, the questions of the research can be

stated as follow:

1. What errors in simple past tense are made by the second grade students

of SMA Panjura in writing recount text?

2. What are the sources of error that influence the second grade students of

SMA Panjura to make errors in simple past tense in writing recount

text?

1.3 Research Objective

Related to the problems formulated above, there are two objectives in this

research.  The first  is  to  describe  the  errors  in  simple  past  tense  made by the

second grade students of SMA Panjura in writing recount text. Second is to know

the sources of those simple past tense errors.

1.4 Research Significance

1. The English Learners

The research’ result is expected to help them to be conscious of the

simple past tense errors. It will help the learners to avoid making the

same mistakes and are able to use the grammatical correctly in their

future writing.
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2. The Teachers

The consequence of this research will help the teachers to recognize

the students’ error in simple past tense in writing recount text. Hence,

it will be helpful for them to know what errors in simple past tense

their students make so they can decide the ways how to deal with it.

3. Other Researchers

The  researcher  hopes  that  this  research  will  give  information  and

inspiration  to  other  researchers  in  conducting  new  and  deeper

researches about the same or related issue.

1.5 Scope and Limitation

The scope of this research is simple past tense, and the researcher limits

the  research  only  in  the  recount  text  written  by  the  second  graders  of  SMA

Panjura Malang and in the linguistic aspect.

1.6 Definition of Key Terms

1. Error  is  a  visible  divergence  from the  adult  grammar  of  a  native

speaker, reflecting the students’ inter language competence (Brown, as

cited in Harmawati, 2012).

2. Analysis is defined as a process that analyzes what something means.

It  analyzes how and what that something does or why it  is as it is

(Rosenwasser and Stephen, 2003, p. 2).

3. Simple Past Tense is “a tense signs that an activity or situation began

and ended at a particular time in the past” (Azar, 1999, p. 27).
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4. Writing is ‘the ability to express one’s idea in writing in a second or

foreign language and to do so with reasonable coherence and accuracy

is a major achievement’ (Celce-Murcia, as cited in Alfiyani, 2013, p.

15).

5. Recount text is a text that retells certain event. It purposes to inform

and entertain. Simple past tense is used in this text. Personal letters,

police report, insurance claims, and incident reports are the example

of the recount text (Hyland, as cited in Azhar, 2015).

6. SMA Panjura Malang is a private senior high school founded in 17

July  1987  by  BRIMOB-POLRI  retiree  Malang.  Panjura  is  an

abbreviation of Delapan Penjuru Angin.
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