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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

In this chapter, the researcher will present some literatures that support this 

research. Literature is needed to give a theoretical explanation. There are some 

related literatures that will be expressed in this chapter. 

2.1 The Nature of Speaking 

Speaking is the major means of human communication. By speaking, the 

speaker can deliver the message to the listener, express some ideas, ask and 

answer question, and do other activities in their life. To give understanding on the 

nature of speaking, the researcher will give the definition of speaking, first. 

There are many definitions of speaking that have been proposed by some 

experts in language learning. Bygate (2000) states that speaking is a skill which 

needs attention as much as the other literary skills. A speaker needs to be able to 

speak confidently to express the ideas, conceptions, or reactions. Speaking is not 

only literary skill but also consists of daily life speaking. All people can speak, but 

when they speak, they should follow the norm of speaking such as using formal or 

informal language depending on the situation or condition. Moreover, Elizabeth 

(2007:17) also says that speaking is a language skill that should give the most 

priority.  

According to Nashruddin (2013, p. 53), speaking is a productive skill in 

which becomes the main purpose of many languages which the learners learn 

language. It means that speaking skill is the first skill that learners want to be 

mastered as the goal of language learning. Many learners who learn English as a 

foreign language are regarded to have good speaking ability as the measurement 
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of mastering a language. Therefore, speaking can be the main reason why the 

learners should master speaking skill. However, in speaking English, we should 

also pay attention in pronunciation, fluency, grammar and comprehension. 

Parigan (in Pondra, 2005) states that speaking is expressing someone’s 

pronunciation when they speak to the learners by using English. Thus, learners 

must practice more in order to speak English correctly. Speaking English requires 

the number of different rates which consist of pronunciation, grammar, 

vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension. 

From some definitions above, it can be concluded that speaking skill is 

always related to communication. In speaking process, people try to communicate 

each other and use their language to send their message to the second person or 

listener. And also in speaking English, we should pay attention to the grammar, 

pronunciation, vocabulary, fluency and comprehension. 

2.2 Teaching Speaking 

Brown (2000) describes teaching speaking is a way to express someone’s 

opinion or message to others. In teaching speaking, the most important thing is to 

make students communicate effectively, to make the student be able to speak and 

to make other students can understand what he/she talks about. 

The process of teaching speaking itself can be done in several stages. Scott 

(1981) mentions three stages to complete teaching speaking. The first stage is 

stating objectives. The teacher has to put across what operation the students are 

going to learn. When the students understand the objectives of learning, the 

instruction will be done communicatively. The teacher could tell students the 

objective of the lesson directly. Giving students clues for brainstorming the 
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objective is preferable. Another way is using visual aids to attract students’ 

attention and participation. The next stage is presentation. One thing that should 

be considered in this stage is the whole language operations that will be given in 

the lesson are presented in context. It is very important to make language items 

clear. To contextualize a language item, the teacher can use text, video, recorded 

or picture in the form of transaction of native speaker. The last is practice and 

production. Drilling check will be given to the students in the phase to see if they 

have understood of what is being learnt through choral repetition of language 

presented and then move to individual responses. The teacher will direct the 

students by providing information gap and feedback for students. Then the 

students’ reply is not only seen from the grammatical accuracy point of view but 

rather of language appropriateness and acceptability.  

According to Ur (2009), there are some characteristics of successful 

teaching speaking activity: 

1. Learners talk a lot. It means the teacher must focus on the speaking 

activity, so the teacher must design the time allocation as much as possible 

for making the student talk a lot. 

2. Participation is often. Sometimes, in the process of teaching and learning 

activities, there are some students who speak actively and another student 

just becomes a listener. So, the speaking class becomes successful when 

all of the students are speaking, getting a chance, and getting distribution 

in speaking class. 

3. Motivation is high. It refers to the situation of the students when learning. 

So, the students need some motivations in order they can express their 
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speaking. In this case, the motivation can be given by the teacher or the 

other student. 

4. Language of acceptable level. It means that the learner speaks in the easy

language utterances that are relevant, easy, comprehensible to each other

and of an acceptable level of language relevancy. Therefore, the teacher

must give an easy example to the students while teach in speaking class

activity.

2.3 Problem of Teaching Speaking 

According to Ur (2009), there are some problems while teaching speaking, those 

are: 

1. Inhibition

          It means that learners are afraid to say something because they think 

that they will make an error or mistake in speaking. So that, they will be so 

shy and fearful 

2. Nothing to Say

          It means that learners do not have anything to be expressed. They 

have no idea and motivation to express their speaking because they feel 

guilty when speaking. 

3. Low Participation

          It means there are some students passively contribute in the class. 

They have low participation while other students are dominant in speaking 

performance. 
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4. Mother Tongue Use 

          The learners use their mother tongue in speaking foreign language. 

Therefore, the learners will speak in their accent and it makes their 

speaking is not as like as in the foreign language. 

2.4 Techniques in Teaching Speaking 

Technique is a wide variety of exercises, activities, or tasks used in the 

language classroom for realizing lesson objectives (Brown, 2001:16). Every 

teacher must have a good technique when they teach speaking subject. The 

technique must be helpful and acceptable for the students to improve their 

speaking skill. A technique makes the students get better improvement in teaching 

learning activities. According to Kayi (2006), there are some techniques to teach 

speaking, all of which are: 

1. Discussion 

      For efficient group discussions, it is always better not to form large 

groups, because quiet students may avoid contributing in large groups. The 

group members can be either assigned by the teacher or the students may 

determine it by themselves, but groups should be rearranged in every 

discussion activity so that students can work with various people and learn to 

be open to different ideas. Lastly, in class or group discussions, whatever the 

aim is, the students should always be encouraged to ask questions, paraphrase 

ideas, express support, check for clarification, and so on. 

2. Role Play 

      One other way for getting students to speak is role play. Students 

pretend that they are in a various social content and have a variety of social 
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role. In role play activity, the teacher gives information to the learner such as 

who they are and what they think or feel. 

3. Simulation 

      Simulation is very similar to role play, but what makes simulation 

different from role play is that it is more elaborate. In simulation, students can 

bring an item to the class to create a realistic environment. Role play and 

simulation have advantages. First, both of them are interesting for and 

motivating the student. Second, Harmer (1954) suggests that both of them 

increase the hesitant students’ self-confidence. 

4. Information Gap 

      In this activity, students are supposed to working in pairs. One student 

will have the important information that the other partner does not have. Then, 

they will share their information. Information gap activity serves many 

purposes such as solving a problem or collecting information. Each partner 

plays an important role because the task cannot be completed if the partner 

does not provide the information to the other. 

5. Brainstorming 

      On a given topic, the students can produce ideas in a limited time 

depending on the context, either individual or group. Brainstorming is 

effective and learners generate idea quickly and freely. The good characteristic 

of brainstorming is the students do not criticize for their ideas. So, students 

will open to share their ideas. 
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6. Story Telling 

      Story telling foster a creative thinking. It also helps the students to 

express their idea in the format of beginning, development and ending, 

including the characters and setting. 

7. Interviews 

      In interviews, the students can conduct interview on selected topic with 

various people. It is a good idea that the teacher provides a rubric to the 

students, so that they know what type of question that will be asked in 

conducting the interview. Conducting an interview with people give students a 

chance to practice their speaking not only in class but also outside the class. It 

also helps them to become sociable. 

8. Story Completion 

      Before coming to the class, students are asked to read a newspaper or 

magazine. Then, in the class, they report to their friend what they find as the 

most interesting news. The story completion is quite similar to storytelling. 

9. Picture Narrative 

      This activity is based on several sequential pictures. The students are 

asked to tell the story taking place in the sequential picture by paying attention 

to the criteria provided by the teacher as a rubric. Rubric can include 

vocabulary on structure they need to use when narrating. 

10. Describing Picture 

      Another way while using picture is giving the students only one picture 

and asking them to describe what in the picture is. For this activity, the 
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students can form groups and each groups will be given a different picture and 

then student should describe the picture. 

11. Find the Difference 

      For this activity, students can work in pairs and each couple are given 

two different pictures. For example, a picture of the boy playing football and 

another picture of the girl playing tennis. The students in pair discuss the 

similarities and the differences in the pictures. 

In addition, according to Sullivan (1996), lecturing is generally described 

from instructor’s point of view, and the students need to interact with the 

instructor. Besides, he also stated that the primary purpose of lecturing is 

transferring the information to the students and the lecturing will be effective if 

there is two-way communication between the instructor and the students. The 

lecturing technique was mostly implemented by the teacher because it was easy to 

apply. 

In the real teaching and learning process, most students cannot speak up in 

English. That statement was supported by Febrianawati’s research (2004). The 

result of her research showed that the students had problems with their speaking 

ability, particularly in term of inhibition, nothing to say, low or uneven 

participation, mother tongue use, and speech act as the main element of speaking. 

To overcome the problems, the teacher used some techniques of teaching 

speaking, such as: role play, debate, discussion, and free speaking. 

So, we can conclude that by using some techniques for teaching speaking, 

the teacher can be easier to teach their students. In addition, the material that will 

be presented by the teacher can be delivered easily to the students. 




