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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This chapter explores literature review and some theories to guide the 

researcher in the process of this research. It discusses several aspects; errors, 

common errors in language learning, the definition of error correction, error 

correction in speaking, error correction strategies, and teacher’s role as an error 

corrector. 

2.1 Error 

An error is called a systematic deviation made by a student who has less 

understanding of language learning (Jing, Xiaodong, and Yu, 2016). It means when 

the students make errors, they can hardly correct it by themselves. It is caused by 

students’ lack of knowledge. Therefore, it is the teacher’s job to correct students’ 

errors. 

Errors show students’ language competence. It shows students’ current 

phase of development in learning the target language (Jing et al., 2016). Thus, when 

the students make errors, the teacher can analyze the gap in language learning. The 

teacher will notice which one that is needed a drill so that the students can use the 

target language appropriately. 

According to Amara (2015), an error happens when the students do not 

master yet in the target language. Therefore, self- correction is impossible to do 

because they still need to master the skills in language learning. Error is also the 

proof that teaching and learning process is taking place (Gumbaridze, 2012). Thus, 
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the error means that the students learn something even they make some errors in 

the process. 

According to Calsiyao (2015), there are several causes students commit 

errors in language learning. It is because of incomplete knowledge, language 

complexity or native language interference. Thus, the teacher needs to analyze first 

the types of errors before correcting it. After analyzing, the teacher will come up 

with a conclusion which errors that appear the most and need to be corrected. 

According to Touchie (as cited in Uysal and Aydin, 2017), most researchers 

divided errors into two; performance error and competence error. Competence error 

is an error that happens because of students’ insufficiently competence. On the other 

hand, performance error is an error that is caused by poor learning condition such 

as students’ anxiety and limited time in teaching and learning process. Thus, 

performance error is considered as an error that is easy to tackle with rather than 

competence error. 

1.1.1 Kinds of Errors in Speaking 

Since English is not students’ first language, it is normal if in speaking class 

students make some errors while they are talking. Below are the main errors that 

happen in speaking class, they are pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary 

(Gumbaridze, 2012). 

1. Pronunciation 

Since the target language is not students’ first language, errors in 

pronunciation are often made by them. The cause of pronunciation errors mostly 

because of interfere from the first language and interfere from written form (Torky, 
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2006). As the subject is about speaking, teacher should correct students’ 

pronunciation by correcting the use of pitch, stress, and the intonation.  For 

example, the pronunciation of the words “should” or “could”, most of the students 

pronounce it like the exact written form. However, it should be pronounced without 

an “L” so it becomes /ʃʊd/ and /kʊd/ instead. 

2. Grammar 

Grammatical error is mainly caused by interference from the first language, 

so most of the students just translate it towards target language. Usually, they tend 

to make errors in word-order, the use of conditional, subject-verb agreement, and 

preposition (Gumbaridze, 2012). Example of grammatical error is “He came with 

the motorbike” instead of “He came by motorbike”. This error is caused by 

interference from the first language, so the students just translate it from their first 

language towards target language. As a result, they make an error in the use of the 

preposition “with” instead of “by”.  

3. Vocabulary 

Errors in vocabulary are also inevitable in speaking class. Usually the 

students use vocabulary that is not suitable with the context, thus what they are 

saying sounds weird.  For example, the students use the word “promise” in a 

sentence “I already have a promise with the doctor”. The use of word “promise” in 

this context is inappropriate because that is not the case. The suitable one is 

“appointment” so the sentence becomes “I already make an appointment with the 

doctor”. 
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Since grammar, pronunciation, and vocabulary are the main errors that the 

students tend to make in speaking class, thus the teacher is more focus on these 

kinds of errors as well. According to Uysal and Aydin (2017), the teacher in 

language teaching, mostly pays attention more on the three types of errors in 

speaking class. Firstly, pronunciation, then grammatical errors, and the last is 

students’ incorrect use of words. 

In language learning, errors are inevitable. Whether it is error in vocabulary, 

grammar or pronunciation. It is normal happen in language learning since the target 

language is not students’ first language.  

2.2 Error Correction 

 In language learning, students always expect their teacher to correct their 

errors. It is something that a language teacher supposed to do (Cabal, 2015). 

However, in order to deliver correction that can be fully understood by students, the 

teacher must consider the best way to correct students’ errors. Thus, the correction 

will not become a negative influence for the students. 

 According to Uysal and Aydin (2017), in the 1950s and 1960s, error 

correction was the main concern in teaching language. Error correction really plays 

a big part in language pedagogy. The role of error correction itself, should depend 

on both side, students and the teacher. The students’ role in error correction is to 

apply what had been corrected by the teacher (Akhter, 2007). 

 Error correction is a form of feedback given to the students in language 

learning. There are three types to correct students’ errors; self-correction, peer 

correction, and teacher correction. Self-correction happens when the students notice 
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their incorrect part in language learning and are able to correct it by themselves. If 

the students think they cannot correct themselves, the teacher may ask them to do 

peer correction. It will create a cooperative atmosphere and the students also learn 

from each other. If peer correction or self-correction does not work, the teacher is 

the one who took place in correcting students’ errors by re-explaining the 

problematic part of the target language (Amara, 2015). 

 According to Koni and Leka (2015), error correction gives a lot of 

information whether it is the correct rule of grammar or the students’ awareness. 

Therefore, the students will know what they do not know before and also aware of 

making the same errors twice. Students will use the information that they get from 

error correction as a future reference. Then come with the correct grammatical rules. 

 In order to encourage students to be active and speak out in the teaching and 

learning process, error correction should be done selectively (Sato, 2003). This is 

because too much-correcting students’ errors may discourage them to speak out and 

they will deprive of self-confidence. Thus, the teacher needs to analyze first the 

kinds of errors that the students made, whether it is necessary to be corrected or not. 

 Some teachers cannot deny the fact that correcting students’ error whether 

it is oral or written is considered as one of the most difficult tasks in language 

learning (Amara, 2015). It is because some students are unaware of the errors they 

made, even the teacher already corrected them. That is why the teacher needs error 

correction strategies in order to make the students do not repeat the same error 

twice.  
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 In this study the researcher uses the term “error correction” and “error 

feedback” as a synonym. It is because the aim of these two terms are the same, to 

react towards students’ errors. 

2.2.1 Error Correction in Speaking 

 Learning target language means learning its grammar, semantic form, and 

how to communicate like a native speaker (Shumin, 2002). Thus, language teachers 

are expected to teach target language fluently and effectively. Not only teaching the 

students how to speak fluently in language learning but also correcting students’ 

errors. 

 As a language teacher, to improve students’ accuracy and fluency in 

speaking classroom, the teacher makes some correction towards students’ errors in 

grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation (Uysal and Aydin, 2017). Since the 

student's target language is not their first language, it is possible in the process of 

teaching and learning process students will commit some errors. Thus, the aim of 

the correction is to make the students use target language appropriately. 

 There are many ways to correct students’ errors in speaking classroom. For 

instance, when the student says “I ride my bike yesterday”. The teacher can use 

gesture to correct this kind of error by gesturing backward over the shoulder to 

indicate that it happened in the past. Thus, it allows students to conclude by 

themselves (Bailey, 2005). 

 According to Bailey (2005), a non-native teacher seems to correct more than 

native teacher do. It is because the non-native teacher is more sensitive towards 

errors. Sometimes, the teacher rushes in correcting students’ errors with the correct 
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form before students have the time to process the information in their mind. This 

case happens a lot in speaking classes. It is allowed to react towards students’ errors 

immediately. However, the teacher should not correct every error that the students 

make. It should be done selectively.   

 In speaking class, the teachers should teach their students to communicate 

effectively using the target language. In this process, the students may make some 

errors caused by interfere from first language. Thus, error correction in speaking 

class is important in order to improve students’ knowledge so that they can 

communicate effectively using target language. 

2.2.2    Error Correction Strategies 

Lyster and Ranta (as cited in Zublin, 2011) divided the strategies on error 

correction or error treatment into six; recast, repetition, clarification request, 

explicit correction, elicitation, and metalinguistic. Each of the strategies is 

explained as follows: 

a.) Recast 

Recast is a strategy used when the teacher rephrases the content words. 

Then, the teacher gives a clue to the students in some way or using a synonym. This 

is the example of recast error correction. 

Student: I unable to agree. 

Teacher: So, you do not agree? 

In the example above, the teacher uses recast strategy to correct students’ 

errors. The teacher does not directly tell the students “I do not agree” as the right 
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form. Instead rephrase it by saying “So, you do not agree?” to indicate that “do not 

agree” is the right form. 

b.) Repetition 

Repetition is a strategy used when the teacher repeats the students’ incorrect 

word by emphasizing the stress. Below is the example of repetition. 

Student: I will played it again. 

Teacher: I will PLAYED it? 

In the example above, students make the error in the word “played”. She or 

he uses it after the form of future tense “will”. Thus, the teacher corrects it using 

repetition correction and put the stress on the word “played” in order to signal the 

students that it is incorrect. 

c.) Clarification request 

  Clarification request is a strategy used when the teacher points out that she 

or he does not understand what the students had said (e.g. by saying “Pardon?”, “I 

do not understand” or “Can you repeat that?”). By using clarification request 

students will notice that what they are saying are incorrect. 

    Student: The tables is expensive. 

    Teacher: Pardon? 

  In the example above, the student makes an error in the use of plural form. 

Thus, the teacher corrects it by using clarification request by saying “Pardon?” so 

the student will notice that she or he makes an error. 

d.)  Explicit correction 
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  Explicit correction is a strategy used when the teacher points out the errors 

that had been committed before and then correct it with the right form directly. 

    Student: It is different with… 

    Teacher: Not different with. Different from. We say “It is different from…” 

   In the example above, teacher corrected students’ errors explicitly. The 

teacher said that using “different with” is not the right form but “different form” is 

the correct one. 

e.)  Elicitation 

  Elicitation is a strategy used when the teacher repeats the students’ utterance 

but not on the error part. The teacher uses raising intonation and gives the students 

signal to complete it. 

Student: I will go it if it will not rain. 

Teacher: I will go if it…….? 

  In the example above, the teacher uses raising intonation in the word “it” 

and then followed by questioning tone to give the students signal to complete it. 

f.)  Metalinguistic 

  Metalinguistic is a strategy of error correction by giving comments or asking 

a question related to the students’ errors without directly correcting it. 

    Student: The snowstorm effects my plans for Saturday night. 

    Teacher: Is it “affect” or “effect”?  

  In the example above, the students confuse between the words “effect” and 

“affect”. Thus, the teacher uses metalinguistic correction by asking question if the 

right one is “effect” or “affect”. 
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   The teacher has to select a suitable strategy to correct or to respond towards 

students’ errors. The teacher is possible to use more than one strategies in the 

correction process. It depends on the errors that students’ commit in language 

learning. Thus, teacher’s role as an error corrector is really important in teaching 

and learning process in order to reach the target language. 

 

2.3 Teacher’s Role as an Error Corrector 

According to Harmer (2001), students always expect the teacher to indicate 

whether or not they reach the goal of learning the target language. This is where 

teacher’s role as error corrector take place. The teacher gives the students feedback, 

correcting the errors, and grading students’ assignment.  

The main purpose of error correction is to facilitate students’ learning 

process. Thus, it is teachers’ job to give the correction towards students’ errors. It 

is important to ask the students who commit errors if they already understand or not 

after being corrected by the teacher. So that the students do not make the same 

errors twice (Amara, 2015).  

The teacher’s role in teaching and learning process is important to develop 

students’ skills. Thus, for the teachers, it is needed to use appropriate time and 

correction strategies through error correction process (Akhter, 2007). In this 

process, the teacher can use several strategies of corrective feedback such as correct 

the students’ errors immediately, repeat the students’ error by emphasizing the 

wrong word, repeat the incorrect part by rising intonation, or offer the students 

another chance (Uysal and Aydin, 2017). 
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According to Uysal and Aydin (2017), if the teacher treated errors as a 

natural part of learning, the students will speak out more in teaching and learning 

process. Make the students’ think that making errors is acceptable since it is a part 

of learning. Thus, the teacher is recommended to react positively towards students’ 

errors in order to make error correction work well. 

According to Gower, Phillips, and Walters (as cited in Akhter, 2007), 

correcting students’ error should depend on the purpose of the activity. If the 

purpose of the activity is accuracy, the teacher must be tight and controlling in 

correcting students’ error. However, when the purpose is more to the students’ 

fluency, error correction will be less.  

Teacher’s role is very important as an error corrector. The teacher who involved 

in the teaching and learning process is the one that can evaluate students’ errors 

and take action about it. By correcting students’ errors, the teacher will increase 

students’ knowledge in learning the target language. 


