
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Research Background 

        Language is a system of linguistic communication. Especially for group of 

people includes spoken, written, and marked mode of communication (Wardhaugh, 

2015). It means that language is the main tool to communicate and also be used in 

writing and speech even both.Speaking language can involve personality style, 

social integration, and cognitive processes (Pennebaker, 2001). It means language 

can relate in various situation. It comes from ideas and experiences and then it forms 

a cognitive purpose, behavior or personality, and social life. 

        Language is related to the culture and social system by community who is used 

the language. It can cause differentiation of diction between some areas with 

another. In additional, it will produce the variation of language from the social 

statue, level of education, the different type of social interaction, the different areas, 

and the complex community. One of those variation of language which formed by 

combination of that process is slang. 

        Slang is word or phrase which are often used and informal. It is used by people 

for identity with one community of all groups and ages. Slang is a language that 

popular in style, it is usually qualified for particular members of social community. 

For example ‘teenage slang’; ‘arm slang’; ‘theatre slang’ (Wardhaugh, 2000). 

Based on the explanation above, slang is a language used by particular social group 

which is the member of that group knowing about that slang. It has a value to 

showing the solidarity, intimacy, and familiarity of member. In general, Slang is 
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particular popular and almost used by teenager and college students (Finegan, 

2008). Teenager is the most user of slang. They are produce a new language as 

slang based on daily language and society of teenagers. 

       In this modern era, social media is a famous media to communication with each 

other. The arrival of social media brings a lot changes for people and communities 

or organizations to communicate and socialize (Kaplan and Haenlein 2010, p. 61). 

Social media is an application use by people in modern era that can share, create, 

and exchange information by virtual in community. The evolution of social media 

has helped people to connection with others via different social media plat forms 

(Colliander and Dahlén, 2011). Social media platforms such as Instagram, 

YouTube, Twitter, Facebook, Blog, Snapchat, Line, WhatsApp, etc. It is rapidly 

growing in the world of communication.  

         Nowadays, every people minimum have one account of social media 

platforms. One of the social media platform is Instagram. Instagram is a mobile 

application for a novel photo-sharing social networking platform (Chante et al., 

2014). Instagram is the social platform photo that is founded by Kevin Systrom and 

Mike Krieger in October 2010 and then purchased by Facebook in April 2012. From 

the beginning, Instagram is set to become a successful application. In fact, it has 1 

million users just 2 months after its launch and has been growing ever since. 

Instagram continues to improve its quality by adding new features. A person who 

is famous and makes certain photos or videos then upload it on Instagram is called 

Celebgram (Celebrity Instagram). There are some Celebgram in Indonesia such as 

Dennis, Rachel Vennya, Ben Goddard, Rachel Goddard, Sarahayu, Kadir Bachdim, 

Awkarin, Ria Ricis, etc. The researcher try to analyze Dennis as Celebgram on his 
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Instagram account. Dennis comes from America who is teaching English language 

in Indonesia since 2013 until now. Nowadays, Dennis has eight branches of English 

courses and spread on Indonesia www.englishtodayguruku.com. His characteristic 

in teaching English language is fun and expressive. It makes the learner excited, 

entertained, and motivated to learning English. His Instagram account is 

@guruku_mr.d.  

         There are previous studies related to this research. The first writer are 

Muhartoyo and Wijaya (2014). They were conducted a research about “The Use of 

English Slang Words in Informal Communication among 8th Semester Students of 

English Department in BINUS University”. The research showed that there are 

some reasons for them in using English slang, The first result, using slang to shorten 

time when texting, tweeting, and also talking 66,67% (20 respondents). Second, 

using slang for having fun with many variety of slang word 30% (9 respondents). 

Third, It hard to knowing the meaning of slang which is popular in this period 

3,33% (1 respondent). The respondent getting source about the slang word and the 

meaning of that language on TV and Film 46,67% (14 respondents), social media 

or internet 33,33% (10 respondents), chatting on social media platform 13,33% (4 

respondents), and favorite or famous music 6,67% (2 respondents). The respondent 

mostly use an acronym as one of favorite types of slang word. Moreover, mostly 

the respondent knowing the new word of slang by written slang word. 

           Another previous study was Trimastuti (2017). She conducted a research 

about “An Analysis of Slang words used in Social Media”. The research showed 

that some form that use slang words in informal communication such as 10 

abbreviation, 10 alphabet changing, 10 Irregular capital letter usage. The writer 
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also found that teenager mostly used Alay’ language to communicate with others. 

Alay’ is not grammatically correct in English and also Indonesia language. It is style 

language in some groups or communities. Sometimes, Alay’ language can cause a 

misunderstanding to each other if not knowing about the meaning. 

          Based on explanation, slang is frequently use in events are happening on 

society and absolutely blow up by social media. Therefore, the researcher intends 

to find out the slang which is used by Dennis as a Celebgram on his account of 

Instagram. 

 

1.2 Research Problems  

       Based on the research background, the researcher formulates the problems as 

follows are: 

1. What is the types of slang used by Dennis on Instagram? 

2. What are the meaning of slang used by Dennis on Instagram? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

        Based on the research problems, the researcher has some objective of study, 

there are: 

1. To find out types of slang used by Dennis on Instagram. 

2. To know about the meaning of slang used by Dennis on Instagram. 

 

1.4 Research Significance 

       The research significance are formulated as follows: 

       The research significance in this research is explained in the term of theoritical 

consideration and the empirical one. Theoritically, it is expected that this research 
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provide valuable contribution to enrich the utterance in English language 

sociolinguistics, especially about slang found on Dennis’s Instagram as Celebgram.     

         In this research, the lecturer and educator can get a lot of information about 

slangs that are appeared on Instagram. Hopefully, the lecturer to know about the 

increasing media online that is popular in this recent years and can put it in the new 

information in the class. Then, might this research can be useful for the writer to 

understand more about slang and mess media.   

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

       The researcher would only focus on the Slang that found on Dennis’s 

Instagram as Celebgram. In specific, this research is focused on finding out types 

of slang and meaning of slang that found on Dennis’s Instagram. The discussions of 

this research were limited in order to study on Dennis’s Instagram as Celebgram and 

English teacher. The research is limited to slang that found on Dennis’s Instagram 

appeared at his account that the researcher followed since 14th March 2016 until 26th 

October 2018 and found 22 posting video which contained of slang. 

 

1.6 Definition of key terms 

       Language is a system of linguistic communication. Especially for group of 

people includes spoken, written, and marked mode of communication (Wardhaugh, 

2015). 

       English Slang is an English language that popular in style, it is usually 

qualified for members of particular social community. For example ‘teenage 

slang’; ‘arm slang’; ‘theatre slang’ (Wardhaugh, 2000). 
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       Social media brings a lot changes for people and communities or organizations 

to communicate and socialize (Kaplan and Haenlein 2010, p. 61).  

       Instagram is a mobile application for a novel photo-sharing social networking 

platform (Chante et al., 2014).  

 


