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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, some aspects of introduction of thesis are explained. Those 

aspects are background of study, statement of problem, purpose of study, significance 

of study, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms. 

1.1 Background of Study 

Perception has a characteristic that it is quite personal thing to what the person 

is felt by the five senses. It is based on the personal experiences or environment. As 

stated by Wood (2010: 68), perception is the active process of getting information by 

selecting, organizing, and interpreting people, objects, events, situations, and other 

phenomena initiated by some external or internal stimulus. In interpreting 

information, five senses not only involve sensation but also attention, expectation, 

motivation, and memory. Then, the effect of perception will appear in their action or 

attitude. 

In addition, every human receives information by the five senses around them. 

The information has done physical or physiological process in their selves, until it 

gives an understanding to the information that is observed. In other word, perception 

is an interpretation that will appear in different action done by every single person. It 

is quite important for the teachers of giving their perception toward language testing 

on certain English skills. 
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To gain successful in teaching-learning process, teacher should do testing of 

students’ performance. Obviously, testing is intended to measure how well their 

understanding in that process. Also, it enables the teacher to discover whether the 

objectives have been accomplished within the learning process. Based on Salomon 

(2009: 148), through the test by teacher has purpose to set new goals or modify 

existing ones. 

Thus, tests and test maker should occupy a primary role in defining 

curriculum content because it is quite natural by making sure students have been 

taught what they need to know. Hence English (2010: 23) said that there must be a 

correlation between curriculum content and test content in order to meet the purposes 

of improving students test performance. As a result, teacher will know the 

weaknesses of students’ need conducted by as an educator during teaching-learning 

process. 

The ‘stakeholder’ who plays important role of applying the curriculum here is 

teacher. Teacher as an educator with students together create teaching-learning 

process in order to reach successful purposes based on curriculum decisions. 

Blanchard (2009: 44) stated that teachers and pupils pick up information all the time 

from one another – about what they grasp and what they are struggling with. It 

indicates that both of them should create dynamic process to share the information 

among them. 
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In 2013, the Ministry of Education and Culture announced that a new format 

of education rules especially new curriculum. It had been expanded from KTSP 

(School-Level Curriculum) to be the curriculum 2013. The historical chronologies of 

the Curriculum 2013 was motivated by the existences of several weaknesses of KTSP 

and overcoming internal and external challenges whose are faced by Indonesian 

societies. As written in Education and Cultural Ministry Regulation no. 68 year 2013 

(2013: 1) stated that internal challenges refers to eight national education standards, 

those are: standard of content, standard of process, standard of competency, standard 

of educator and education personnel, standard of facilities and infrastructure, standard 

of management, standard of funding, and education standard of assessment. 

Moreover, another internal challenges are related to optimization for human resources 

in order to create human who have the competence and skill through education. 

The Curriculum 2013 focuses on thematic-integrative learning and using 

student centered approach. Also, it emphasizes the students to figure out the 

information based on observation sources. Furthermore, the students are encouraged 

to solve the problems with their mate together. In other word, the students are 

conducting cooperative learning. In the implementation of the Curriculum 2013, the 

teacher is required to be active in creating teaching-learning process. Also, the 

teacher should apply relevant teaching approach, methods, and media based on 

curriculum plans, school condition, and students’ characteristics. According to 

Solomon (2009: 30), special education teachers are appropriately concerned that the 



4 
 

common testing requirements are counterproductive to the individual needs of their 

students. 

There are many language skills tested during the learning process. Reading is 

one of the language skills which are required to be asked to assess students’ reading 

skill. Reading as a second language, students in class may be affected by their first 

language that also will affect to their ability and skill in reading. Reading test help the 

students develop functionally adequate reading skills to the higher possible level. 

The information above is based on the theoretical consideration. Empirical 

considerations, the studies about perception have been carried by some researchers 

such as: Rustantiya (2014), Niza (2012), and Rinaningtyas (2009). 

Rustantiya (2014) analyzed about the perception of English Department 

lectures as digital immigrants toward language of digital native status updates on 

facebook. She found that digital immigrants tend to have positive perception toward 

language of digital natives’ status on facebook. It was said as positive perception 

because the characteristics of the perception that are given were the support and 

approval with the language of digital natives’ status updates on facebook. 

According to Niza (2012), the students’ perception toward the use of role play 

technique in speaking at SMP Muhammadiyah 8 Batu was very helpful in making 

them be able to speak up in speaking class. Also, it made them more enjoyable 

because they felt free to express their idea by the guidance of the teacher. Finally, the 
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second year students at SMP Muhammadiyah 8 Batu had a good perception toward 

the use of role play technique in teaching speaking. 

Furthermore, Rinaningtyas (2009) about study on the fifth semester students’ 

perception in choosing elective courses in English Department showed that students’ 

perception can be seen from some aspects: 1) the students’ opinion about elective 

courses. Most of them said that elective courses was a major course. 2) the students’ 

idea of the elective courses existence. The students agreed that an elective course in 

English Department was good. 3) the students time in understanding the elective 

courses. Most of the subject said that they knew the elective course was important.  

In addition, related to the answer of the second problem showed that the 

dominant perception factor influenced the students in choosing elective courses was 

the internal factor. However, related to the answer of the third problem showed that 

the most students’ reason in choosing elective courses was they wanted to improve 

their skill and enrich their knowledge. It can be concluded that students had the 

positive perception toward the elective courses in English Department. 

Due to those reasons and previous studies above, it is necessary to conduct 

this research to investigate how is the English teachers’ perception toward language 

testing on reading skill implemented in the Curriculum 2013 at SMP Negeri 1 

Karangploso Malang.  
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1.2 Statement of Problems 

This study is a survey to analyze the teachers’ perception toward language 

testing on reading skill implemented in the Curriculum 2013. The problem can be 

stated as follow: 

1. How is the perception of English teachers toward the language testing on 

reading skill implemented in the Curriculum 2013 at SMP Negeri 1 

Karangploso Malang? 

2. What are the problems concerning the language testing on reading skill 

implemented in the Curriculum 2013 from the English teachers’ perception at 

SMP Negeri 1 Karangploso Malang? 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

In the line with the statement of problems above, the purposes of the study 

are: 

1. To reveal the perception of English teachers toward the language testing on 

reading skill implemented in the Curriculum 2013 at SMP Negeri 1 

Karangploso Malang. 

2. To reveal the problems concerning the language testing on reading skill 

implemented in the Curriculum 2013 from the English teachers’ perception at 

SMP Negeri 1 Karangploso Malang. 
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1.4 Significance of Study 

After this research has been completed, theoretically the researcher attempts 

to provide a real information about the English teachers’ perception toward language 

testing on reading skill implemented in the Curriculum 2013. Practically, it helps the 

English teacher more understand about language testing on reading skill implemented 

in the Curriculum 2013. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study focused on language testing on reading skill 

implemented in the Curriculum 2013. The researcher limits the research on English 

teachers’ perception toward language testing on reading skill implemented in the 

Curriculum 2013. 

1.6 Definition of Key terms 

The following definition of the key terms are intended to avoid ambiguity or 

misinterpretation, these terms are: 

1. Perception is the active process of getting information by selecting, 

organizing, and interpreting people, objects, events, situations, and other 

phenomena initiated by some external or internal stimulus (Wood, 2010: 68). 

2. Language Testing is a device of test in order to assess and measure students’ 

language competence and performance or testing language ability (Henning, 

2001: 1). 
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3. The Curriculum 2013 is set of plan to create the students who are active, 

productive and innovative (Mulyasa, 2013: 65). 

4. Reading skill is a complex information processing skill in which the reader 

interacts with text in order to create meaningful discourse (Alderson, 2000: 3). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


