
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 

 
This chapter presents the introduction of the study.  This discussion begins 

with the research background, research problems, research objectives, scope and 
limitation, research significance and definition of the key terms. 
1.1 Research Background 

English is important to be learned in university because it can help 
university students become more proficient in their field of study. Besides, the 
importance learning English for professional uses, particularly in the field of 
university, is undeniable. As university students, they cannot deny that reading 
journals and some resources are a must to enrich their knowledge. Moreover, most 
of the resources are written in English. Individuals who speak and read more than 
one language have the ability to communicate with more people. In addition, 
learning English will make the learners more employable and more competitive in 
every country in the world. In other words, good master of English will be useful 
after graduate from university.  

In the fact, however, there are some studies found problems during the 
teaching and learning. One of them is conducted by Khajloo (2013) who found six 
problems of the teaching and learning of English, such as low hours of English 
language teaching, low interest and motivation for learning English, lack of 
concentration in class, students who are ahead of others, most English teachers lack 
proficiency in the English language and lack of repetition and frequent practices.  

1 

 



2  

There are four kinds of skills in English which should be mastered by 
language learners. Writing is one of the important skills because it will be used in 
academic or education field. Therefore, it became a course for all international 
students who devise to write exams in English. It is supported by Young (2006) who 
stated, “Writing as a tool for learning the subject being studied and as a strategy for 
improving the confidence and the ability of students to communicate effectively”.  

Though teachers have already known the importance of teaching writing, 
there are still many problems that occur in learning writing. Based on Marquette 
University (2011), writing skill is important because it is the primary basis upon 
which writer’s work, writer’s learning, and writer’s intellect will be judged—in 
college, in the workplace, and in the community. Besides, Writing equips you with 
the communication and thinking skills you need to participate effectively in 
democracy. 

Some people believe that writing is the most difficult skill. It becomes a 
problem for second language learners to master. It is supported by two researchers, 
Richards & Renandya (2002) who mentioned that writing is the most difficult skill to 
master for non-English native speakers; the difficulty is not only producing and 
establishing ideas, but also when translating ideas into readable texts.  

One solution was different from others, Alfaki & Alharthy (2014) 
suggested new technology and internet should be used; nowadays, it suits for 
digital learners. The traditional classroom is no longer an ideal place for learning. 
Moreover, nowadays, learners love to use everything related to social media and 
internet. L. Trubitt and J Overholtzer (2009) stated social networks have become 
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thoroughly embedded in modern culture and people are using Facebook, Twitter, 
LinkedIn, etc. to build and maintain complex web of professional and personal 
relationships.  

There are many users of Facebook around the world. It is a popular 
platform that may facilitate learning activities at university. Ahmed (2016) found 
writing performance was improved with the use of Facebook in collaborative 
writing. It supported by Irwin et al., (2012), Facebook has potential to promote 
collaborative and cooperative learning. Moreover, according to Yunus and Salehi 
(2012), Facebook is an effective tool in improving the students’ writing skills, 
especially in the brainstorming of ideas before the actual writing in a team work. 
Based on findings, the writer concludes that Facebook is a good and proper 
teaching media in teaching writing.  

In the previous study Rustantiya (2014) conducted a research on The 
Perception Of English Department Lecturers As Digital Immigrants Toward 
Language Of Digital Native Status Updates On Facebook At UMM. This study 
investigated the English department lectures at University of Muhammadiyah 
Malang as digital immigrants’ perception about the language of digital natives’ 
status updates on Facebook. However, this current study analyses the lecture 
perception of the digital natives’ status updates on Facebook. 

There are several considerations in conducting the research. Writing II 
Class in University of Muhammadiyah Malang is selected as the setting of this 
research, because of three issues. Based on the result of preliminary study, the 
students were still confused to develop their idea into writing forms, they had 
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limited opportunity to practice writing in their daily life, some students did not 
really involve in a collaborative work, and no previous research on this topic has 
been conducted. Considering the background of study above, the writer would like 
to conduct a research entitled: “Students’ perception about the teacher’s use of 
Facebook as a media in teaching Writing”. 

 

1.2 Research Problems 
Based on the background of study above, the problems of the study are 

formulated as follows: 
1. What is the students’ perception about the teacher’s use of Facebook in 

teaching writing?  
2. What are the advantages of using Facebook in teaching writing? 
3. What are the disadvantages of using Facebook in teaching writing? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 
The purposes of study are directly connected with the problems of the 

study; the purposes of the study are stated as follows: 
1. To analyze the students’ perception about the teacher’s use of Facebook in 

teaching writing; 
2. To analyze the advantages of using Facebook in teaching writing; and 
3. To analyze the disadvantages of using Facebook in teaching writing. 

 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 
The study focused on students’ perception about the teacher’s use of 

Facebook in teaching writing; and the advantages and disadvantages of using 
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Facebook in teaching writing. In this study, the subjects are limited for the 
students of University of Muhammadiyah Malang who are in the 2nd year who are 
studying Writing II. They are selected because the lecture who teaches Writing II 
uses Facebook as the teaching media.   

 

1.5 Research Significance  
It is expected that the result of this research will be useful for teachers, 

students, and other researchers. For the teachers, the result of this research is 
expected to be used as an innovation of teaching media for writing skill. For 
students, it is expected that after using Facebook as a learning media they can 
improve their motivation on learning writing. For the other researchers, it is 
expected that this research finding can be used as a reference for further research 
in the teaching and learning of writing. 

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms  
To make the study clearer, easy to understand and to avoid confusion by the 

readers, the writer presents five definitions of the key terms: 
1. Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn to do something, giving 

instruction, guiding in the study of something, providing with knowledge, 
causing to know or understand (Brown, 2007). 

2. Writing is a form of communication to deliver thoughts or to express feelings 
through written form (Harmer, 2001; p. 79). 
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3. Social Media is best understood as a group of new kinds of online
media, which share most or all of the following characteristics: participation,
openness, conversation, community, connectedness (Mayfeld, 2008).

4. Facebook is one of the foremost social networking websites, with over 8 million
users spanning 2,000 college campuses (Jones and Soltren, 2005). In this study
Facebooks is a teaching media that is used by lecture in teaching writing.

5. Perception is responsive sensory experience (Goldstein, 2009).


