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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION

This chapter discusses background of study, research problem, hypothesis 

of the study, objective of the study, scope of the study, significance of the study, 

and definition of key terms.

1.1 Background of Study

English constitutes a language which is mostly used in many aspects of 

communication in the world. It is considered as an international language for we 

need English to communicate and to socialize with international society. As like 

any other countries, Indonesia also uses English as their additional language. 

What makes it different is that English is used as a foreign language, not the 

second one. It is taught in almost every level of school including junior and 

senior high school. English is one of compulsory subjects in Indonesian school 

for it is included as the national examination subject.           

In English, there are four basic skills which are divided into two types of 

skill. Those are productive and receptive skill. Productive skill includes speaking 

and writing. While the receptive one includes reading, and listening. Based on 

the KTSP (Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan) in the year of 2013, the 

students in the eleventh grade of senior high school level are required to be able 

to explore what they have learned in the learning process and communicate it 

through oral and written practicing skills. As stated in English syllabus, speaking 

skill is emphasized on the exploration and communication session. 
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In addition, Rogova G.V (1975: 8) states that in teaching foreign 

language the teacher must bear in mind that students should acquaire a language 

they study as a behaviour, as something that helps people to communicate in 

various real situations of intercourse. Student needs more opportunity from 

teacher to train and improve their speaking skill. They realize that speaking is 

such a complex skill as they began to know that the goal of learning English is 

that they are able to speak fluently. According to Finnocchiaro and Brumfit as 

cited in Wulandari (2012), speaking is a complex skill, for in addition to know 

the sound structure, vocabulary, culture, and subsystem of language, the students 

are often inhibited in trying to say things in a foreign language in the classroom. 

The lack of vocabulary and difficulties in understanding the language 

structure may also be considered as the main factors. These influence the 

students’ confidence in speaking English. Some students are confident enough to 

mix their speaking into Indonesian-English when they do not know the 

vocabularies that they want to express. Nevertheless, some other students decide 

to just keep silent for not mastering the vocabularies. In addition, another 

problem found in speaking class is the lack of capability in pronunciation. 

Producing sounds in English is totally different from Indonesian speaking 

sounds. Considering English as their second language, they sometimes still meet 

their mother tongue in speaking language two. This is why the students need 

more practice in speaking. 

All in all, the students are worried the most about making mistakes, 

fearful of criticism or losing face in front of the class. Regarding to this 
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condition, it will be better if the teacher trains them indirectly in order to make a 

good atmosphere in learning English especially speaking, for example by using 

pair work. For this reason, the researcher suggests Think-Pair-Share strategy as 

the solution of English speaking problems.

Theoretically, there is a strategy of teaching that is challenging which is 

called as Think-Pair-Share. Think-Pair-Share constitutes as one of the 

cooperative learning strategy to be applied in English speaking class. According 

to Slavin (1995: 132) Think-Pair-Share is a simple but very useful method which 

was developed by Frank Lyman. When the teacher presents a lesson to the class, 

students sit in pairs within their teams. The teacher poses questions to the class. 

Students are instructed to think of an answer on their own, then to pair with their 

partners to reach consensus on an answer. Finally, the teacher asks students to 

share  their agreed-upon answers with the rest of the class.

Based on the previous study conducted by Sang Ayu Nym Sri Wahyuni 

(2014) entitled Improving Speaking Skill through Think Pair Share of the Eighth 

Grade Students of SMPN 2 Ubud in Academic Year 2013/2014. The previous 

study found that the using of Think-Pair-Share strategy can significantly 

improve students’ speaking skill. By using Think-Pair-Share strategy, the 

students will more bravely express their English speaking. This study is expected 

will be a more significant way to improve students’ speaking ability. 

From the explanation above, the researcher is interested in doing a 

research by using Think-Pair-Share strategy. As the research gap, the researcher 
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applied the strategy at the senior high school degree that has a higher level of 

complexity than the previous studies which limited to junior high school 

students. The researchers also used pre-experimental research designs in which 

differentiate this study from another studies. Eventually, the researcher sets the 

title of “the effectiveness of Think-Pair-Share strategy in improving students’ 

speaking skill for eleventh grade students of SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang”.

1.2 Research Problem

Based on explanation above, the writer will make statement of the problem as 

follows:

1. How effective is Think-Pair-Share strategy in improving students’ speaking 

skill?

1.3 Hypothesis of the Study

The following hypothesis are formulated and tested at .05 level of significance. 

These hypothesis are :

H₀ : Think-Pair-Share strategy cannot significantly improve students’ speaking 

skill.

Hₐ : Think-Pair-Share strategy can significantly improve students’ speaking 

skill.
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1.4 Objective of the Study 

1. To find out the effectiveness of Think-Pair-Share strategy in improving

students’ speaking skill for eleventh grade students of SMA Muhammadiyah

1 Malang.

1.5 Significance of Study 

The results of this research expected to provide input in the development of 

science, particularly those related to English to know whether this strategy is 

effective or not for improving students’ speaking skill.

1. Theoretically, this research will enrich the study on teaching speaking

especially using Think-Pair-Share strategy.

2. Practically, the result of this study is intended to be valuable informative

feedback to both the English teachers and students of SMA Muhammadiyah 1

Malang. For teachers, this study is expected can be one of the references for

teachers in doing various ways in teaching learning process especially in

speaking class and to help the teachers to increase the students’ speaking skill.

For students, the findings of this study are expected to give them more

interest in learning speaking and to help students to enjoy their English-

speaking class in order to improve their speaking skill. This strategy will

increase student’s collaboration in completing assigned task. For readers,

whose concern about cooperative learning strategy, this study can be used as a

good reference. For researcher, the study is expected to be one of the

guidance to build an effective teaching learning process, especially for

speaking class.
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1.6 The Scope and Limitation 

This thesis will investigate how the effectiveness of Think Pair Share 

strategy in teaching speaking is. This study will be done as limited on students 

at eleventh grade of senior high school level.

1.7 Definition of the Key Terms

The definition of the key terms is given in order to avoid the difficulties of 

understanding and misinterpretation in this kind of study. The terms are:

1.7.1 Speaking Skill for Senior High School 

Bailey (2005: 2) defines speaking is a productive oral skill and it consist of 

producing systematic verbal utterance to convey meaning.

1.7.2 Cooperative Learning

Slavin (1995: 2) states cooperative learning refers to a variety of teaching 

methods in which students work in small groups to help one another learn 

academic content.

1.7.3 Think-Pair-Share 

According to Kagan as cited in Sanjani (2014) Think-Pair-Share is a 

collaborative learning strategy that can promote and support higher level 

thinking. The teacher asks students to think about a specific topic, pair 

with another student to discuss their thinking and share their ideas with the 

group.


