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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 In this chapter, the researcher reviews some theories that are related to the 

students’ perception on mind mapping strategy used by the teacher in the learning 

writing. The discussion is about writing, teaching and learning writing, mind 

mapping, the advantages of mind mapping, the disadvantages of mind mapping 

and perception. 

2.1 Writing 

Writing is an activity to explore someone opinions, feeling, and ideas into 

words. It includes how to produce of words, phrases, clauses and sentences into 

paragraphs and texts. Writing is known as part of communication but, it is not a 

direct communication between two people or more. According to Hyland (2004), 

writing is a way to share personal meaning and to construct their own views in a 

topic. It means that writing is an activity to explore and share opinions, 

information and ideas into words which construct views in a topic. The students 

can explore their individual abilities in writing and also express their ideas in 

writing. The students’ can give or transfer their ideas, thinking, argument, 

information, new knowledge and massage to other people in the world through 

writing. 

Writing is one of the most important skills in foreign language. Harmer 

(1998) stated that writing is important because it is a basic language skill that 

should be mastered by the students. It supported by Kuihara, Hawken and 



8 
 

Graham (2009) who claims that writing is an important tool for educational, 

occupational and social success. In other words, writing is basic language skill 

which is an important tool to learn especially in university. 

2.1.1 Teaching and Learning Writing 

Brown (2007:) defined that teaching is showing and helping students to 

learn how to do something, giving instruction and also guiding the students in 

learning of something. It means that teaching is guiding someone in learning 

something which effects in enhancement of their knowledge. On the other hand, 

according to Brown (2007) learning is getting knowledge from some subjects by 

study or instruction and also changes an individual through experience. It means 

that learning is the process of getting new knowledge through instruction or 

experience.  

Based on the statements above, teaching and learning cannot be defined 

apart from each other. Teaching is defined as a skill in helping someone in 

learning process. However, learning is defined the process of getting new 

information. 

In relation to writing, Harmer (2004) mentioned four main elements in the 

process of teaching and learning writing, namely: Planning, drafting, editing and 

final draft. The first element is planning which means that the students decide to 

try what they are going to say.  The second element is drafting; here is the first 

step to write. The third element is editing. This element includes reflecting and 

revising in which the writer receives comment and suggestion. The last stage is a 
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final version in which the writer has edited their draft. In other words, the writer 

should follow the elements which is useful in teaching and learning writing 

process and also in order to make the process can be done as well as.  

The most of students have known and realize that writing which produce 

written language is more complex and difficult to learn. According to Richards 

and Renandya (2002) state that writing is the most difficult skill for second 

language learners. The difficulty not only in generating and organizing ideas but 

also in translating these ideas into a clear text. It shows that writing is one of the 

difficult skills and the students should develop their understanding of writing in 

order to be able to express the ideas in a clear text. For that reason, in the teaching 

and learning of writing strategy is needed to support the teaching and learning 

writing activities in classroom. 

2.2 Mind Mapping 

One of the strategies used for note-taking to develop ideas and gather 

information is mind mapping. According to Riswanto and Putra (2012), mind 

mapping is a strategy or tool is that used to generate the ideas in the central of 

theme or keyword and how the ideas is interlinked each other’s. Thus, mind 

mapping is useful and exciting strategy or tool to support in the teaching and 

learning process.  

2.2.1 Definition of Mind Mapping 

Mind mapping is a common strategy in the teaching and learning process 

of English. Mind mapping is a diagram that used to present words, ideas and 
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something. Buzan (2005) stated that Mind mapping is an easy way to get new 

information into our brain and take out the information from our brain. It is a way 

of taking notes to write down an idea and also a creative and effective way to 

map our mind by a simple way. In addition, Hallen and Sangeetha (2015) stated 

that Mind Map is a graphic diagram that is used to represent our thinking and 

ideas or other items which is connected to a central or key idea or theme. 

Budd (2003) defines mind mapping as an outline in which the main 

categories or the main topic and the smaller categories are captured as branches 

of larger branches. Mind mapping outline usually starts with the main topic as the 

center before specifying into some branches. In addition, Suyanto (2015) defined 

that mind mapping used to represent words, ideas or other items which are related 

to the central key words in branches and arranged the ideas in a paragraph. In the 

process of mind mapping, the theme can be elaborated by giving sentences or 

words in the branches in which they are focused on around the central idea. 

Based on the definition above, it can be concluded that mind mapping is a 

process of making diagram that is used to organize ideas and represent words by 

giving some branches which are related to the central or key word. This strategy 

will help the students understand and remember new information by focusing on 

the key ideas. In other words, mind mapping is strategy that can help and support 

the students and teachers in the teaching and learning process of writing. 
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2.3 The Advantages of Mind Mapping 

Since mind mapping was popularized by Buzan in 1970s, the concept of 

mind mapping has been applied in the teaching and learning process.  It gives 

many advantages and benefits for the students’ and teacher in the learning 

process. According to Nurlaila (2013) states that the advantages of mind mapping 

strategy were motivated the students to write descriptive texts, to improve writing 

descriptive texts, to increase vocabulary also creativity and arrange the sentences 

also organize ideas. Besides, Murley (2007) stated that mind mapping has several 

advantages rather than traditional strategy, they are; the design keeps the main 

topic, the connection of the main topic and sub topic easy to see in the mind 

mapping, it encourages creativity, easier to understand, and increase productivity 

in learning. In addition, Buzan (2005) states that mind mapping gives the 

advantages to the user in remembering better on something, making batter notes, 

arise with brilliant ideas, organize our thinking and have more fun in learning 

process.  

Additionally, DePorter and Mike (1999) stated that mind mapping has 

four benefits, they are; mind mapping can be more flexible, it makes focus 

attention, it becomes fun for the students because encourages students’ creativity 

when drawing a mind mapping, and the students are able to organize their idea in 

order to make long sentences. 

From those explanation above, it can be concluded that mind mapping is 

worth strategy to enhance the students in learning writing. Mind mapping can be 

flexible for the students, it focuses their attention to the topic that will be write in 
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their writing, it will be fun to the students and they will be easy to organize their 

ideas. Thus, Mind mapping is very helpful in the teaching and learning process.  

 

2.4 The Disadvantages of Mind Mapping 

Even though mind mapping gives some advantages for the teaching and 

learning process, it also has some drawbacks or disadvantages in the teaching and 

learning process. Nurlaila (2013) states that when the students create a mind 

mapping, they need to take a long time to finish their writing because, their more 

focused on write down the ideas to their maps instead of focus on their structure 

of writing. In addition, according to Tucker, Amstrong and Massad (2010) stated 

that disadvantages of using mind mapping application software always requires 

computer access and restricted incompatibility format. 

Thus, disadvantages of using mind mapping in learning writing were take 

a long time to create a mind mapping, always requires computer access and 

restricted incompatibility format. Disadvantages of mind mapping will not prevent 

the student to make a good or an interesting view of mind mapping. 

 

2.5 Perception 

The theories of perception will be elaborated by taking some experts 

explanation. According to Wood (2010), “Perception is the active process of 

creating meaning by selecting, organizing, and interpreting people, objects, 

events, situations, and other phenomena. Note that perception is defined as an 

active process.” Besides, Sekuler and Blake (1985) states that Perception is an 

active process that work to guide behavior by this means stimulating even more 
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activity. In other words, perception is opinion about something real or true which 

has happened to them. It means that perception refers to someone opinion 

concerning certain things. Furthermore, Robbins and Judge (2005) point out that 

perception is a process by which individuals organize and interpret their sensory 

experience in order to give meaning to others people. In other words, perception 

can be one of important factors to evaluate in the teaching and learning process. 

In addition, Kulsum and Jauhar (2014) states that perception is a process of 

organizing and interpreting of stimulus received by individual which is become a 

meaning and also integrated in individual itself.   

By some the definition of perception above, the researcher concludes that 

perception is the process in understanding and interpreting something such as 

event, object, activity, idea and opinion. 

2.5.1 Factors Influence Perception 

According to Robbins and Judge (2005), there are three factors that 

influnce perception as follows: 

1. Perceiver 

When a person is looking at the target and trying to interpret what they 

sees, the interpretation is strongly influenced by the characteristics of the person 

which involve the attitude, personality, motives, interests, past experience, and 

expectations.  
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2. Target  

The characteristics of target also affect what they perceive. Loud people 

are more likely to be noticed in a group than quite ones. The target and 

background also influnce the perception. 

3. Situation  

The situation of how we see an object or events are also important. The 

time of some objects or events which have been seen will influence their attention.  

In addition, Wood (2010) states that factors affect perception are physiology, 

age, culture, cognitive abilities and their self. It can be concluded that perception is 

influenced by several factors. These factors can emerge from the outside or  

within the individual. Thus, every person has a different perception about a 

particular object.  

2.5.2 The Process of Perception 

According to Wood (2010), perception consists of three processes: selecting, 

organizing, and interpreting. 

1. Selecting.  

 In the selecting process, all stimuli are received. People have different level of 

experiences and sensory adaptation with environment. 

2. Organizing.  

 In this process, a person will select what to notice then makes sense of it. They 

organize what they have seen and attribute the meaning to it. Explaining how to 

organize experience is constructivism, which organizes and interprets experiences by 

applying cognitive structures.  
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3. Interpreting.

Interpretation is the subjective process of explaining our perceptions in ways 

that make sense to us. To interpret the meaning of another’s actions, we construct 

explanations for them. 

2.5.3 Types of Perception 

According to Irwanto (2002), there are two types of perception which the 

result of interaction between person and object. They are negative and positive 

perception, both are explained in the following description; 

1. Positive Perception

Positive perception is perception that describes all information (known or 

unknown) positively. In other word, positive perception is evaluating on object 

that involve their self which has positive interpretation. Besides, someone who 

has positive perception will accept and support the object that is perceived.  

2. Negative Perception

Negative perception is perception that describes information 

(known/unknown) negatively or not suitable with the object perceived. In other 

words, negative perception is evaluating on object that involve their self which 

has negative interpretation. Besides, someone who has negative perception will 

reject the object that perceived.  

Thus, positive or negative perception will always affect person to do an 

action. Moreover, positive or negative perception  depends on how person 

describe any knowledge of an object that perceived. 




