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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter presents background of the study, statement of the 

problems, purposes of the study, scope and limitation, significance of the study 

and definition of the key terms. 

1.1 Research Background 

 English is the most commonly used language to communicate and also 

to interact with people around the world when they come to different countries. 

Thus, by learning English, the learners have many opportunities to compete in 

every country in the world which is useful before and after graduating from 

university. According to Adelabu (2013), because English can be understood and 

spoken by most people around the world, students should learn English well.  

 In the learning of English, there are varieties of problems. Khajloo 

(2013) mentioned some problems of the teaching and learning of English such as 

low interest and motivation in learning English and lack of concentration in class. 

It is supported by Adelabu (2013) who found that there are various problems of 

the teaching and learning of English such as lack of interest, poor background 

environment and lack of reading culture. Sahiruddin (2013) also found other 

problems such as lack of students’ motivation, poor attitude toward language 

learning, and big sized classes. 

 Furthermore, it is commonly known that writing is one of the language 

skills that also must be taught at university. Writing has been widely regarded as 

a crucially essential skill in the teaching and learning of English. Harmer (1998) 
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stated that writing is important because it is a basic language skill that should be 

mastered by the students. The importance of writing skill can be seen not only on 

students’ academic performance but also in the job opportunities. Another fact is 

stated by Muslim (2014) who stated that in learning process, the students who 

have good writing skill got higher score then who are unskilled. Therefore, 

writing should be taught, learned, and practiced in the beginning of learning. In 

other words, writing should get more attention in the teaching and learning of 

English in order to prepare the learners to deal with the real communicative life 

situation. It was supported by Kuihara, Hawken and Graham (2009) who claims 

that writing is an important tool for educational, occupational and social success. 

 Writing is one of productive skill which is the most difficult for the 

learners. It becomes difficult especially in writing for a second and foreign 

language. Therefore, there are varieties of problems and difficulties in the 

learning of writing faced by the students. A previous study about the English 

writing proficiency at academic level conducted by Miftah (2010) found that 

many students did not know how to generate and organize some ideas for writing 

a topic. It is supported by Kusmiana (2013) who found that many students had 

limited ideas to develop a topic for their composition. 

 Mind mapping is one of popular strategy which is developed by Tony 

Buzan. The student’s need a strategy to help them in the learning writing process. 

The strategy is also needed to improve and develop students’ idea in learning 

writing. Mind mapping strategy makes the students’ easy to find new ideas. It is 

found by Miftah (2010) who stated that, “By implementing mind mapping with 
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the proper models developed, the students’ ability in writing descriptive text 

improves”. Besides, Nurlaila (2013) also studied about mind mapping in the 

learning of writing. She found that mind mapping was successful to improve the 

students’ vocabulary and creativity to organize sentences and ideas in the learning 

of writing. Moreover, Mahmud, Rawshon, and Rahman (2011) found that the use 

of mind mapping for academic writing at university enhanced the learning of 

writing and could generate the ideas. In other words, mind mapping is an 

important way to generate and improve the idea in learning writing skill at 

university.  

 Based on the previous study above, the use of mind mapping in learning 

writing could help the students to generate their ideas. In addition, the 

preliminary study found writing class in the sixth semester of English Language 

Education Department that use mind Mapping application software in learning 

writing. The students of the class are selected as the subjects of the study. Hence, 

the researcher interested to investigate the students’ perception on the use of mind 

mapping application software in learning writing skill at university of 

Muhammadiyah Malang.  

1.2 Research Problems 

 Based on the background of the study above, the problems of the study 

are formulated as follows: 

1. What are the students’ perception on the use of mind mapping application 

software used by the teacher in learning writing? 
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2. What are the advantages on the use of mind mapping application software 

used by the teacher in learning writing? 

3. What are the disadvantages on the use of mind mapping application software 

used by the teacher in learning writing? 

1.3 Research Objectives 

 Based on the problems of the study, the purposes of the study are stated 

as follows: 

1. To investigate students’ perception on the use of mind mapping application 

software in learning writing; 

2. To describe the advantages of using mind mapping application software in 

learning writing; and 

3. To describe the disadvantages of using mind mapping application software in 

learning writing. 

1.4 Research Significance  

 It is expected that the result of this research will be useful for teachers, 

students and next researchers. For the teachers, it is expected that this research 

can be used an innovation of teaching strategy in teaching writing. For the 

students, it is expected that after practicing mind mapping, they can improve their 

ways in learning writing. For the next researchers, it is expected that the result of 

this research can be used as a reference in conducting other similar studies. 
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1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 This study focuses on students’ perception toward the use of mind 

mapping, the advantages of using mind mapping and the disadvantages of using 

mind mapping application software in learning writing. It is limited for students 

in B class at English Language Education Department of University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang who are taking Writing 4.  

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

 To avoid misinterpretation of the terms used in this study, the 

researcher clarifies the following terms: 

1. Perception is the active process of creating meaning by selecting, organizing, 

and interpreting people, objects, events, situations, and other phenomena. Note 

that perception is defined as an active process (Wood 2010). In this study, 

perception is a process to identify students’ opinions of mind mapping. 

2. Mind mapping is an effective diagram with the function of organizing ideas 

and representing words, ideas, or another links that arranged a central point by 

branches and contains words, phrases colors, and visual images (Buzan, 2006 

as cited in Yunus and Chien 2016). In this study, mind mapping is strategy that 

is used in the teaching and learning of writing.  

3. Writing is a way to share personal meaning and to construct their own views in 

a topic Hyland (2004). In this study, writing is a skill which involves in 

expressing of ideas in learning writing. Based on curriculum used by 

University, academic writing contains argumentative text, narrative text, 

descriptive text and exposition text. 
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4. English Language Education Departments one of the departments in the

Faculty of Teacher Training and Education of University of Muhammadiyah

Malang.




