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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

In this chapter, the researcher presents four significant points; perception, 

English as Foreign Language, English grammar, and function of learning grammar. 

2.1 Perception 

According to Rookes and Willson (2000), perception is a process of 

registering the recognition and interpretation of stimuli on our senses. In other words, 

perception relates to how human beings make sense of their environment.  In order to 

receive the information surrounding, they are equipped with the sense organs such as 

eyes, ears, and nose. These sense organs are the part of sensory system which receive 

sensory inputs and transmit sensory information to the brain. They also help people 

perceive the different people, object, and events which are present in life. Meanwhile, 

according to Gregory (2001, as cited in Hipfl and Hug, 2006) perception is not 

stimulus driven, which means that everything we see is not all from the sense 

stimulus, but more from past knowledge and situational contexts. 

From these two statements, the researcher concludes that perception is the 

process of how human see everything around them based on their past knowledge and 

situational context. Perception produces the conscious experience, recognition, and 

interpretation of objects. 
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2.1.1 Approaches of perception 

 Rookes and Willson (2000) stated that there are two important approaches to 

the problem of perception which are coming in opposite course. The example of it is 

some psychologists feel that perception is direct and all information needed is 

contained in the visual display. While others believe that humans’ brain uses past 

experience and other influences to construct a version of reality. The main question 

that will arise from this difference is how humans perceive the world around them so 

quickly, generally, and accurately. Rookes and Willson (2000) have taken two main 

approaches to this question which can be divided into two categories: 

a) Bottom-up Processing Approach 

 This process is beginning with an analysis of sensory inputs. It based on the 

properties of the stimulus including the allocation of light and dark areas or the 

arrangement of lines and edges in visual scene. The information which is obtained 

from these sensory inputs will be transformed and combined until the perception is 

formed. The information is sent from the bottom level to the higher that is more 

cognitive levels. This is called “data-driven processing”, which means that the 

information is received by sensory receptors for determining the perception. 

According to Goldstein (2011), the illustration of Bottom-up processing can be 

described as a girl who is seeing a moth in a tree, she can perceive it because light 

reflected from the moth created an image in her eyes. This image caused the process 
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of transduction and resulted in electrical signal which passed from the eyes to the 

brain. 

 Based on Goldstein (2011), there are 3 steps of Bottom-Up Processing as 

mentioned below: 

a. The stimulation of receptors by stimuli from the environment. 

b. Subject sees the object because the light reflects from the object enters the 

eyes, stimulates receptors. 

c. The electrical signals travel toward the visual receiving area of the cortex. 

b) Top-down Processing Approach 

 Top-down processing is used to describe the higher, more cognitive 

influences on perception. The people should use their background knowledge to make 

sense of the visual input. This higher level information works from the top to the 

bottom to influence how people interpret sensory inputs. The prior knowledge comes 

from the top to determine interpretation of sensory input at the bottom and this is 

called “concept-driven processing”. The example is the continuation of Bottom-Up 

example: looking at the moth creates a pattern of light and dark on the retina, but it 

may not be evident which of the light and dark areas belong to the moth and which 

belong to the tree trunk. To help gain this, she uses her knowledge of moth not only it 

presence on the tree, but also she can distinguish that it is a moth, not a butterfly, and 

she also identifies what kind of moth it is (Goldstein, 2011). 
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 Goldstein (2011) mentioned 3 steps of Top-Down Processing: 

a. Information starts from stimulation of the receptors. 

b. Additional information such as the context where an object appears gets 

involved as the receptors are being stimulated. 

c. The signals which are associated to the person’s knowledge and 

expectation travel down from higher levels in the brain to influence 

incoming signals (feedback signals). 

2.2 English as Foreign Language 

 English is now becoming the International language which used to connect 

people all over the world. As the time goes by, in this modern era, people use it for 

communicating both in the English speaking country or not. The globalization 

encourages them to learn this language for obtaining knowledge, information, and 

another kind of occurrence related to life. To support this idea, Gnutzmann & 

Intemann (2008) stated that the spreading of English is one of many different 

worldwide developments which subsumed under the general phenomenon of 

globalization. Moreover, it is also related with the unlimited mobility and also as the 

globalization language.  

 English as Foreign Language (EFL) itself is the term for the study of non 

native speakers in countries where English is not a local language for communication. 

EFL tends to be learned in the environment of school. It is based on Gunderson 
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(2009)who stated that EFL is usually learned in the environments where the language 

of the community and the school is not English.  

 English proficiency is now crucial for the people in countries which do 

participate actively in the global economy, and need the access of information and 

knowledge for social and economic development (Burns & Richards, 2009). 

Indonesia as a developing country has introduced English as an obligatory subject in 

junior and senior secondary school to respond the increasing need for English 

proficiency in this globalization. The way how English is taught plays a significant 

role in its position, status and success as a foreign language in Indonesia (Lie, 2007). 

Mostly, students only find small amounts of English inside and outside of school 

because it is not used as language for instruction in class and also not being the social 

interaction. This deficiency must be the English teacher’s responsibility to make sure 

the students learn in the supportive atmosphere and make the language learning 

successful in the classroom. So, teachers’ language teaching skills, knowledge, and 

also other complex skills are important in the teaching of EFL (Burns & Richards, 

2009). 

2.3 English Grammar 

 According to Brown (2000) grammar is the system of rules that determine the 

regular arrangement and relationship of words in a sentence which is important to 

deliver the idea.The errors in grammar can lead misunderstanding in both spoken and 

written communication. This means that learning grammar is important to improve 

skills of language to make communication better. According to Kumar and Sagar 
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(2015) grammar improves students’ language skill, especially speaking and writing. 

According toSubasini and Kokolavani (2013) grammar is important because it makes 

us possible to talk the language. Using correct grammar is important to avoid the 

misunderstanding and to help the listener to understand the speaker easily.  The error 

in language will lead the conversation slow down as it finds harder to express the 

speaker ideas concisely.  According to Kumar and Sagar (2015) it is impossible to 

speak English accurately without using proper grammar. Grammatical competence is 

the whole part of communicative competence that people cannot communicate 

effectively without having the knowledge of grammar. Kumar and Sagar (2015) also 

revealed that language learners also be able to improve their speaking skill by 

learning the usage of modal auxiliaries can, may, shall, etc. This would lead them to 

know that modal auxiliaries follow verb 1.  

 Communication is not only about conversation, but also in the form of 

writing. The meaning of the writing will change if the writer uses the wrong frame of 

sentenceand it will lead the reader to misunderstanding and ineffective 

communication. According to Kumar and Sagar (2015) language learners should have 

the minimum idea on grammar to be good at written communication. 

 As previous study conducted by Sopin (2015) about Students’ Perceptions of 

Grammar Teaching and Learning in English language classrooms in Libya was that 

all students were interviewed to prove that grammar is important to learn. Some of 

them considered that learning grammar is important for speaking. They believed that 
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without understanding grammar, people cannot communicate well even they do not 

understand each other. Some others considered grammar learning is essential for 

writing because they percept that when they use incorrect grammar, they would not 

write correctly. Some others students supported to this statement that better grammar 

would lead to better writing which means that they also learn how to choose 

vocabularies and how  to use the right words.  Some other students believed that 

grammar is very useful in reading. They claimed that if students were not proficient 

in grammar, they would face difficulties in reading and understanding, especially if 

they were confronted by long and complex sentences. These opinions expressed 

above by the Libyan students reveal that the learners believed that grammar was 

facilitating their language communication in writing, reading, and speaking. 

2.4 Function of learning grammar 

 Grammar plays a crucial role in the use and application of language. As the 

previous study conducted by Dalil (2013) entitled “The importance of grammar in 

second language teaching and learning,” grammar plays its roles in the skills of 

language. This research exhibited the grammar roles as follows: 

1.  Giving the structure to build complete and meaningful sentences. 

2.  Offering the instruction to write efficiently and professionally. 

3. Preventing the misunderstanding of the meaning for the readers. 

4. Conveying meaning of thoughts through language. 

5. Avoiding the disrupted and misconceived communication. 


