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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter presents the research background, research problems, research 

objectives, scope and limitation, significance of study, and definition of the key 

terms.  

1.1 Research Background 

Grammar is considered as a difficult course to be mastered by students. Many 

researchers have characterized grammatical difficulty in terms of students’ correct 

use of the features (Ammar&Spada, 2006; Doughty & Varela, 1998; Spada, 

Lightbown, & White, 2005; J. Williams & Evans, 1998, as cited in Shiu, 2011). 

Grammar features are considered more difficult to learn if many students have 

difficulty using them correctly. For example, the learning of third possessive 

determiner such as his and her and another example is about English past tense. The 

researchers defined grammar difficulty in number of ways, including the extent of 

students’ verbalization of the structure, comprehensionversus production difficulty, 

the inherent complexity of the structure itself, ease or difficulty oflearning form, 

meaning, and use, subjective versus objective difficulty, acquisition order,learners’ 

perceptions of grammatical difficulty, and learners’ use of grammar features. 

The previous study conducted by Sopin (2015) about “Students’ Perceptions 

of Grammar Teaching and Learning in English Language Classrooms in Libya”, was 

explaining about learners’ beliefs regarding grammar teaching in the classroom. In 
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this research, Sopin used interview as the instrument. The interview was conducted in 

group setting and he was interviewing 15 learners. The purposes of the interview 

were to measure their perceptions of explicit grammar teaching in language and 

discover the origins of these perceptions. The results are the students felt that there is 

a role for grammar in language learning but they agreed that in their past, grammar 

instruction had been helpful, but now it should be limited. These individuals did 

differ in the amount of explicit grammar instruction they hoped to have and that their 

perceptions of the importance of grammar instruction will change with time and 

circumstances. Another result was it is important for the teacher to be aware of their 

students’ beliefs regarding the role of grammar instruction. This means that teachers 

have to be aware of the kinds of learning techniques that students are accustomed to 

and how these ideas mesh with their own. From this finding, the researcher learns that 

by using interview, the data can effectively be obtained because the researcher 

directly asking questions to the participants. 

 Another previous study was conducted by Rasch (2016) about students’ 

perception of grammar instruction which used observation, questionnaire, and 

interview as the instruments. The researcher used observation for being present while 

English grammar was taught in the two classes and in order to observe what kind of 

methods used to teach grammar. She used questionnaire to survey how the students’ 

experienced their learning outcomes and motivation related to how the grammar was 

taught. And she used interview for gathering rich information about the case. The 

results were that the students found grammar is important and they needed to learn 
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more. The researcher found that there were 11 students gave their comments about 

how few grammar lessons they had and they wanted grammar lessons more often.  

 Although many of them found that grammar instruction was so boring, almost 

of the students found that grammar instruction was informative and useful. And 

another result was that different method has to be considered for teaching grammar. 

This is because whether or not the students enjoy working with grammar will depend 

on the method used for teaching grammar. From this finding the researcher learns that 

using questionnaire allows the researcher to know the description of the students’ 

learning experience in studying structure. 

 Considering these statements above, the writer was interested in conducting a 

study on students’ perceptions of English structure in the third semester students of 

English Department in University of Muhammadiyah Malang cohort 2016/2017. The 

reason of conducting this study is to know the students’ perception of English 

structure which was taught in English Department at University of Muhammadiyah 

Malang. It is different from the previous ones because this study is focus on students’ 

perceptions of English structure which was focused on improving speaking and 

writing skill. 

1.2 Research problem : 

1. What are the perceptions of the third semester students of English Department 

towards English structure in developing speaking and writing skill in University 

of Muhammadiyah Malang? 
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1.3 Research objective : 

1. To describe the perception of the third semester students of English Department 

towards English structure in developing speaking and writing skill in University 

of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

 The scope of this study is the students’ perception toward English structure in 

developing speaking and writing skill. And the limitation is all the third semester 

students’ of English Department in University of Muhammadiyah Malang academic 

year 2016/2017. 

1.5 Research significance  

Theoritically, the findings of this study are expected to give detail 

information to the readers about student’s perception in English structure. By 

knowing the student’s perception, it would be easy to find the success and the 

obstacles of the learning. 

Practically, this study is expected to give the contribution to the teachers to 

find the appropriate approach for teaching English grammar by understanding the 

students’ perception. By using the appropriate approach for teaching, it would be 

easier to achieve the successful teaching and learning. This study is also expected to 

provide the information to the future researchers that English structure is important to 

develop language skills and give the depiction of the study on students’ perception 

towards English grammar if they intend to conduct similar case of research in the 

future. 
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1.6 Definition of the Key Term 

In order to help understanding this study, some descriptions are written in 

these descriptions of key terms: 

1. Perception is a process of registering the recognition and interpretation 

of stimuli on our senses. In other words, perception relates to how 

human beings make sense of their environment (Rookes and Willson, 

2000). Based on the context of this study, it can be defined as how 

people see and appraise everything around them based on their past 

related experience. 

2. English Structure is the system of rules which determine the regular 

arrangement and relationship of words in a sentence (Brown, 2000). 

Most theories in this study are using the term grammar, but in 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang, the course’s title for English 

grammar is English structure. English structure is taught three 

semesters from the first until the third semester. 

 

 


