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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter, the researcher explores about the introduction of this research. 

This relates to the following matters: background of the study, statement of 

problem, objective of the study, hypothesis, scope and the limitation, significance 

of the study, and definition of key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 English is one of languages that become an international language. It is 

spoken by most of people all over the world. In Indonesia, English is a foreign 

language, which is also learned at several levels of education. In educational 

system, English is placed in accordance with the needs of students. At the 

primary school level, English is used as local content; it aims to introduce a 

foreign language in early childhood, with hope when they are in secondary 

school they are already familiar with the English language. At the secondary 

school, English is used as a compulsory subject. 

In learning English, vocabulary is one of the important elements. Learners 

have to master vocabulary to have good English. Nathan (2013) states that 

“vocabulary is obviously an essential element within a language and the 

building blocks of the internal learning structure”. Vocabulary mastery will 

greatly affect the skill in English such as listening, speaking, writing and 

reading. The more someone memorize vocabulary, the better language will be. 

Hanson (2011) stated that vocabulary is “words that are used to communicate 

not only in the spoken language but also in the written language”. That 
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statement shows that vocabulary can affect spoken or written language. The 

learners need to master the vocabulary. 

Vocabulary mastery linked to how deep the vocabulary possessed by the 

learners. According to Alqathani (2015), “vocabulary mastery is an individual’s 

great skill in using words of a language, which is acquired based on their own 

interest needs and motivation.” The researcher concludes that vocabulary 

mastery is individual skill in using vocabulary and also how deep their ability 

to process the vocabulary in foreign language learning.   

The importance of vocabulary mastery also has been shown by other 

researchers. Even though their research is different from this study, but they 

analyzed correlation between vocabulary and another skill. Khusnul’s study at 

SMPN 01 Sumbergempol, Tulungagung, showed that there was significant 

correlation between vocabulary mastery and Indonesian translation ability. 

Besides, Alek’s study at MTs Soebono Mantofani, Jombang,Tangerang Selatan, 

showed that there was significant correlation between vocabulary mastery and 

writing ability in descriptive text; there was a significant correlation between 

both variables. From those two researches, it is clear that vocabulary mastery is 

the important element in learning English. 

Dealing with explanation Heinemann, (2009) “Reading is a process very 

much determined by what the reader’s brain and emotions and beliefs bringto 

the reading”. From that statement, the researcher concludes that reading is a 

process that brings information or knowledge to the human brain, emotion and 

also beliefs. Reading is an activity where a learner will get any kinds of 

information or knowledge of the reading activities. 
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 In reading, of course the learners have to understand the content of 

reading; the activity is also called reading comprehension. According to Anjali 

and Emmanuel (2015), “Reading  comprehension  is  defined  as  the  level  of  

understanding and how  they trigger  knowledge  outside  the text/message.”It 

is clearly indicated that reading comprehension is related to understanding the 

text by mastering the vocabulary. In comprehending the text, learners needto 

have vocabulary mastery. It is supported by Anjali and Emmanuel (2015), stated 

that “There  are  two  elements  that  make  up  the  process  of  reading  

comprehension: vocabulary knowledge and text comprehension”. It is clearly 

indicated that vocabulary mastery affects the reading comprehension.  The 

better their vocabulary mastery, the better their reading comprehension will be. 

Other researchers have shown positive results on the effect of 

vocabulary mastery to reading comprehension. For instance,Irwan’s study 

(2010) at UIN Syarif Hidayatullah University Jakarta, showed that there is a 

significant correlation between vocabulary mastery and reading 

comprehension.Warda’s study at SMP Ibnu Rasyid, Dampit, Malang also 

showed that there is significant correlation between vocabulary mastery and 

reading comprehension. 

From those reasons, the researcher wanted to conduct this study to the 

correlational study between vocabulary mastery and reading comprehension of 

the first year students of SMPN 01 Umbulsari, Jember. The researcher thinks 

that students need to realize the importance of vocabulary mastery in learning 

English.  Students should have high motivation obtaining a suffice numbers of 

words due to the fact that vocabulary is important elements.  
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1.2 Statement of Problem 

Based on the background of this study, the researcher determined the 

problem of the study that becomes the concern of the discussion. The problem 

was elaborated into a research question namely: ”Is thereany positivecorrelation 

between students’ vocabulary mastery and their reading comprehension of first 

year students at SMPN 01 Umbulsari, Jember?” 

1.3 Hypothesis 

1. H1/ Ha (alternative Hypothesis) 

There is positive and significant correlation between student’s 

vocabulary mastery and their reading comprehension of first year students 

at SMPN 01 Umbulsary, Jember. 

2. H0 (null Hypothesis) 

There is no positive and significant correlation between student’s 

vocabulary mastery and their reading comprehension of first year students 

atSMPN 01 Umbulsri, Jember. 

1.4 Objective of the Study 

The objective of this study is to investigate the correlation between 

vocabulary mastery and reading comprehension as described above. Besides 

that, the researcher wants to know how deep the vocabulary mastery at SMPN 

01 Umbulsari, Jember. 

 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation of the study 
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In this study, the scope of the study is the students of SMPN 01 Umbulsari, 

Jember. The researcher only focused on the first year students of SMPN01 

Umbulsari, Jember. Particularly, it is limited to the correlation between 

vocabulary and reading comprehension.  

1.6 Significance of the Study 

In this study, there were two benefits theoretically and practically. They are:  

1. Theoretically  

After doing this study, the researcher hopes that the result of this 

study can be a benchmark for the students in their learning achievements 

within one semester. Students can see howdeep they mastertheir 

vocabulary. It gives motivation to the students in improving their quality 

of vocabulary mastery. Students can pass the difficulties encountered 

after they increase their vocabulary. 

2. Practically  

a. For students 

The researcher hopes thatthis study will givepositive 

influence for the students, and give them motivation in learning 

English. The students can improve their vocabulary mastery better 

than before, so they will not face difficulties in learning foreign 

language.  

 

 

b. For teacher  
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The researcher hopes that after knowing the result of the 

vocabulary test by the students, the teachers will improve their 

quality of teaching foreign languages, and can help students master 

the vocabulary. Teacher also provides interesting activity to improve 

students’ vocabulary, so the students can easily learn English 

language. 

c. For other researcher 

The researcher hopes thatthis study can be useful for other 

researchers as a reference for those who will carry out research on 

the vocabulary mastery. 

1.7 Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding or misinterpretation, the researcher provides 

some definition related to the key terms. Accordingly, those are defined 

bellow: 

1. Correlation 

Correlation is a study of the relationship between two variables. In 

another words, correlation is a techniquethat is used to measure the 

relationship between two variables. In this case, it is used to know the 

correlation between vocabulary mastery and reading comprehension at 

SMPN 01 Umbulsari, Jember. 

2. Vocabulary Mastery 

In this study, vocabulary mastery is how deep vocabulary possessed 

by students, and vocabulary also essential thing to be mastered when 

people want to learn a foreign language.  According to Alqathani (2015), 
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“vocabulary mastery is an individual’s great skill in using words of a 

language, which is acquired based on their own interest needs and 

motivation. In this case, students of SMPN 01 Umbulsari, Jember should 

be able to master the vocabulary, so that they can easily comprehend the 

reading text.  

3. Reading Comprehension

Reading comprehension is reading activities that involve an 

understanding of the content of reading. Anjali and Emmanuel (2015) state 

that “Reading  comprehension  is  defined  as  the  level  of  understanding  

of  a  text or message, and the understanding  comes  from  the  interaction  

between  the  words  that  are  written  and  how  they trigger  knowledge 

outside  the  text or message”. 


