
1 
 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter provides the basic idea which is related to the introduction of 

the study. It presents background of the study, statement of the problem, purpose 

of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of the 

key terms. 
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Digitality means being digital that used to mean the condition of living in the 

digital world, which has become common place in our society. Living in a modern 

era has changed the way people lead normal lives, like to communicate with other 

people use mobile devices and getting any kinds of information by searching on 

the web instantly. Digitality does not only affect the home, but also work life and 

career paths. Recently, almost all people connect with digitality. 

Digitality has had an incredible effect in our life. The internet creates an 

abundance of resources from all over the world. We can inquire anything that we 

need to on the smart phones. Technology has completely transformed the way of 

our lives. There are two groups of digital society by Prensky (2001); Digital 

Native and Digital Immigrant. 

Digital native is a person who was born during the age of digital 

technology and so familiar with technology like the computers, the internet, and 

mobile devices from an early age. No matter a man or woman, young or adult, 

everybody is learning. According to Rosen (2010) and Prensky (2001) digital 

native has some characteristics such as preferring to connect via text, chat, 
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facebook, online games, prefer receiving information quickly and simultaneously 

from multiple multimedia and other source. However, not all of people are expert 

in using technology that is digital immigrant. 

Digital immigrant is those who were not born in the digital world and had 

adopted many of the new technologies later in life (Prensky, 2001). It means an 

individual who was born before the widespread adoption of digital technology. 

The term of digital immigrant may also apply to individuals who were born after 

the spread of digital technology and who were not exposed to it at an early age.  

According to Tapscott (2008), in the digital immigrant era, TV became 

popular things. Before that, they gathered in large room and listened to the radio. 

When TV was invented, they were excited because that was the first time for them 

to see people who were far away. Digital immigrants are the opposite of digital 

natives, who have been interacting with technology from childhood. 

Digital native is the new generation of students who have grown up 

surrounded by technology. Today’s students are different to those of the 

previous generation, according to Pernsky (2001), students who born in 

technology era are like spending their time with internet, computer, cell phones 

and video games, they are called the Digital Native. From the Pernsky’s 

explanation above which is appearing the characteristics of the digital native. 

The characteristics of digital native have been stated by Prensky that this 

generation is really fast in receiving information than the previous generation. It is 

because their thinking pattern is already influenced by technology, which is really 

fast and easy in searching information. They are also multitasking and like doing 

parallel process. They can do two or more activities at the same time because they 
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used to do it when operating more than one technology. Digital native likes to see 

graphic chart than text and random access like hypertext which is influenced by 

the content in computer. Moreover, they are good at networking and prefer games 

than serious work. This is because they like to interact with others and with games 

they can use all their skills and abilities. 

The description above is about theoretical consideration. Empirically, this 

topic has been discussed by the number of researchers such as Agusti (2011), 

Permana (2012), Irsyad (2011), and Wijaya (2011). The first researcher is Agusti 

(2011), who investigated “A Study on The Digitality Levels of State of Junior 

High School English Teachers in Kab.Malang”. She found that the digitality 

levels of state of junior high school Engliish teachers in Kab. Malang was “high”. 

The mean score of the English teachers was 76.4.  

The second reasearcher is Permana (2012) who investigated “A Study on 

The Digitality Levels of Senior High School Students at MA Muhammadiyah 01 

Malang”. He found that the mean score of the students rating scale result was 80. 

It means the average of the digitality levels of senior high school students was 

“high”. 

The third researcher is Irsyad (2011) who investigated “A Study on The 

Digitality Levels of High School Student in SMAN 1 Sampang, Madura”. He 

found that the students rating scale result was 73. It means the average of the 

digitality levels of senior high school students in Sampang was “high”. 

The last researcher is Wijaya (2011) who investigated “Study on Digitality 

Levels of Elementary School English Teachers in SDN Dawuhan Sengon 1 

Purwodadi – Pasuruan”. She found that the mean score of the English teachers 
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rating scale result was 69.3. It means the average of the digitality levels of 

Elementary School English teachers was “fair”. 

 Based on the previous study, the researcher would like to investigate 

digitality level of 5th grade students in SD Muhammadiyah 4 Batu. The researcher 

choose to investigate that because there is no research about digitaity level on 

elementary school. That school is easy to access and give the permission to do the 

research. Also, that school is one of the favorite schools in Batu that supports their 

students with technology as a media for learning process. Therefore, SD 

Muhammadiyah 4 Batu students are digital native students. It was important to 

investigate.  

1.2 Research Problem 

Based on the background of the study above, the problems of this study is: 

“What is the digitality level of 5th grade students in SD Muhammadiyah 4 Batu?” 

1.3 Research Objectives 

The objective of the study are directly related to the problem of the study. It is 

as follows: To describe the digitality levels of 5th grade students in SD 

Muhammadiyah 4 Batu. 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this research is focused on the digitality level of Elementary 

School students in Batu. The limitation of this study is at the 5th grade students in 

SD Muhammadiyah 4 Batu. 

1.5 Research Significance 

The significance of this study can be viewed from both theoretical and 

practical aspect to describe below.  
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 Theoretically, the researcher hopes that this research will give contribution to 

the teacher about the digital era and some knowledge that the students learning 

style was different in this modern era. 

 Practically, this research expected to give contribution to teachers about 

digitality.  Moreover, by knowing students digitality it will help the teachers 

how to teach their students with the suitable technique. Likewise, teachers will 

know how to instruct their understudies. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding about some key terms used in this study the writer 

gives the definition of key terms as follow: 

 Digital immigrant: Digital immigrants is technology user, who was not born 

into the digial world (Prensky, 2001). They live in the real world but now 

they enter in the virtual world because of the technology development. 

 Digital Native: Digital Native is a person who was born during or after the 

general introduction of digital technologies and through interacting with 

digital technology from an early age, has a greater understanding of its 

concepts (Prensky, 2001). 

 Digitality: is used to mean the condition of living in digital culture. From 

Negroponte’s book being digital in analogy with modernity and post 

modernity (Negroponte, 1995) 

 Digitality level: Digitality level is position or degree of value in the condition 

of living in a digital culture (Oblinger, 2003). It can conclude that digitality is 

particular standard or quality or degree of value in a graded group. 


