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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This chapter deals with the review of underlying theories that are relevant 

to using the direct method in teaching English to improve students’ speaking skill 

at SMK Muhammadiyah 2 Malang. 

    2.1 Speaking 

Speaking is one of four skills in learning a foreign language as an oral 

productive skill. It is important to be mastered in order to achieve the 

communicative goal in EFL. According to Thornbury (2005), a lot of memorized 

lexical expressions are also necessary for spoken language. Therefore, the study of 

grammar may not be the most important matter in order to reach the most efficient 

way of speaking.  

According to Harmer (2001), some people think that if they want to speak 

fluently in English, they need to be able to pronounce phonemes correctly, use 

appropriate stress and intonation patterns and speak in connected speech. 

However, speaking is more than that. Actually, the speakers have to be able to 

speak in different genres and situations. 

According to Spratt, Pulverness and Williams (2005), speaking involves 

the speaker to use speech to express meanings to other people. In conclusion, 

speaking is a crucial part in language learning. It requires the speakers to produce 

the target language in the spoken form.   

  In conclusion, speaking is one of the ways in expressing idea from 

thought and feeling into words. It expresses in oral form, so they can perceive the 



9 

 

 

message of the utterances. Thus, the speaking ability is dealing with not only the 

capability of producing correct grammar or fluency in communication but also the 

circumstances that the speakers and listeners have. To gain meaningful 

communication, it needs both the speaking competence and performance. 

2.2 Teaching Speaking  

             Speaking is a crucial part of second language learning and teaching. 

According to Thornbury  (2005: 8, in Enny Setyo Mujiningsih, 2008) in her final 

project entitled “Improving Students’ Speaking Ability through Project Work A 

Classroom Action Research at SMK Negeri 2 Surakarta”, speaking is a speech 

production that becomes a  part of our daily activities. Most of the speaking 

activities are in the form of face-to-face dialogues; therefore, speaking involves 

interaction.  

            Speaking is about how to get more interaction with others. The ability to 

speak English contributes to the success of a student in school even in every phase 

of life after graduating from school. It is, therefore, speaking is a really valuable 

practical knowledge that should have more attention from teacher to deliver the 

knowledge to students.  

            Despite its importance, teaching speaking has been undervalued since the 

strategy still monotonous such as English language teachers teach speaking just as 

a repetition of drills or memorization of dialogues.  

            According to Nunan (2004), some formulations what is meant by teaching 

speaking are:  

1)  Produce the English speech sounds and sound patterns.  
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2) Use  word  and  sentence  stress,  intonation  patterns  and  the  rhythm  of                  

the  second language  

3) Select appropriate words and sentences according to the proper social setting,    

audience, situation and subject matter.  

4)  Organize their thoughts in a meaningful and logical sequence.  

5)  Use language as a means of expressing values and judgments.  

6) Use the language quickly and confidently with few unnatural pauses,           

which are called as fluency.  

            Teaching English is not as easy as we think. Teachers need to find the 

solution to solve students’ difficulties in speaking. The teacher might find so 

many typical characters of the students in the classroom. Those are the students 

who are very passive and need a long time to get the point of learning English, the 

students who are risk-takers and unafraid of making mistakes will generally be 

more talkative, but with many errors that could become hard to break habits. 

Conservative, shy students may take a long time to speak confidently, but when 

they do, their English often contains fewer errors and they will be proud of their 

English ability. 

            Teaching speaking should be taught in attractive and communicative 

activities. There are many types of classroom speaking activities. Harmer (2001: 

348-352) stated that there are six classroom speaking activities. They are acting 

from a script, communication games, discussion, prepared talks, questionnaires, 

simulation, and role play.  These activities can be used as the way to measure how 

far students can speak, say and express their feeling in English.  
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2.3  Direct Method 

            As a teacher, the thing that must be well-prepared before conducting the 

class beside lesson plan is a method. According to Fauziati (2002: 5), method is 

treated at the level of design in which the roles of teachers, learners, and 

instructional materials are specified. 

            In addition, according to Richards and Rogers (2001: 14), a  method is  an 

overall  plan for  the orderly  presentation of  language material,  no part  of which  

contradicts,  and all of which  is based  upon,  the selected approach. An approach 

is axiomatic, a method is procedural.  

            Knowing that, there are several methods in teaching speaking. One of the 

methods is called Direct Method. According to Larsen and Freeman (1986, in 

Jawirkaze, 2009), the direct method has one very basic rule. No translation is 

allowed. In fact, the direct method receives its name from the fact that meaning is 

to be connected directly with the target language, without going through the 

process of translating into the student’s native language. In short, the direct 

method is the method that naturally taught in teaching speaking. The teacher 

avoids translating the second language into the first language. 

            The direct method is a method that has radical change from Grammar-

Translation Method. It is a shift from literary language to the spoken everyday 

language as the object of early instruction, since direct method is used for the 

target language as a means of instruction and communication in the language 

classroom. It avoids using the first language and of translation as a technique. 

  According to Richards and Rodgers (2007), the direct method required 

teachers to speak with a native-like fluency. That means the success of this 
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methods depends on the competence of the teachers. The teacher must obtain near 

native-like proficiency while teaching the student to enhance students’ speaking 

skill. 

  As teachers who use direct method should value students’ speaking, 

acquisition of a good oral proficiency is apparently regarded to the importance in 

foreign language learning process. Creating a habitual communicative 

environment would encourage students to get engaged in the target language, and 

then it will enhance their oral language development.   

        According to Richard, J.C and Rodger T.S (2001:12), the principles and 

procedures of the Direct Method are as follow: 

1. Classroom was conducted exclusively in the target language; 

2.  Only everyday vocabulary and sentences were taught; 

3. Oral  communication  skills  has  built in  a  carefully  graded  progression 

organized around  question  and  answer  exchanges  between  teachers  and  

students  in  small, intensive class;  

4. Grammar was taught inductively;  

5. New teaching points were introduced orally;  

6. Concrete  vocabulary  was  taught  through  demonstration,  objects,  and       

pictures, whereas abstract vocabulary was taught by association of ideas;  

7. Both speech and listening comprehension were taught; and  

8. Correct pronunciation and grammar were emphasized. 

            Sometimes the direct method is called as the natural method because the 

language is taught directly and naturally to students. The interaction between 
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teacher and students are more likely as a partner. It refrains from using the 

learners' native language and uses only the target language.  

            Some techniques in the direct method that can be used in teaching and 

learning process are follows: 

1. Reading aloud 

 Students take turns reading sections of a passage, play, or dialogue out 

loud. At the end of each student's turn, the teacher uses gestures, pictures, realia, 

examples, or other means to make the meaning of the section clear. 

2. Question and Answer Exercise 

 This exercise is conducted only in the target language. Students are asked 

questions and answer in full sentences so that they practice with new words and 

grammatical structure. They have the opportunity to ask questions as well as 

answer them. 

3.  Getting student to self-correct 

 The teacher of this class has the students self-correct by asking them to 

make a choice between what they said and an alternate answer he supplied. 

4.  Conversation Practice 

     The teacher asks students a number of questions in the target language, 

which the students have to understand to be able to answer correctly.  

            In conclusion, the main purpose of the direct method is mastery of foreign 

language orally so that learners are able to communicate the English language. To 

reach this purpose, learners are given exercises to understand sentences with 

meaning through demonstration, pantomime, shows, actions, also visual aids. 
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        The direct method is very effective to be implemented in teaching and 

learning English. As a result, the students can easily communicate the target 

language since it is natural and communicative method.  

2.4 Advantages and disadvantages of Direct Method 

According to Jay Prakasih (2011), there are several advantages and 

disadvantages of using the direct method as follow: 

2.4.1 Advantages of Direct Method 

     Direct method has advantages and disadvantages in teaching speaking. 

There are some advantages of using Direct Method: 

1. By using the direct method, the learning of English becomes more interesting 

and lively by establishing the direct bond between a word and its meaning. 

The students who feel shy, hard to say and lack of vocabulary would build 

their speaking skill by these direct method principle are follow: 

•    Never translate: demonstrate  

•    Never explain act, 

•    Never make a speech: ask questions, 

•    Never imitate mistakes: correct, 

•    Never speak with single words: use sentences, 

•    Never speak too much: make students speak much, 

•    Never use the book: use your lesson plan, 

•    Never jump around: follow your plan, 

•    Never go too fast: keep the pace of the student, 

•    Never speak too slowly: speak normally, 

•    Never speak too quickly: speak naturally, 
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•    Never speak too loudly: speak naturally, 

•    Never be impatient: take it easy. 

2.  It is an activity method facilitating alertness and participation of the pupils. 

The teacher and the students are more like partners in the teaching/learning 

process. Thus, the students will feel comfortable to speak English. If the 

students get speaking in error, the researcher as the teacher would get them to 

self-corrected whenever possible. So, the students get the freedom to fail at the 

first then the researcher can correct it directly.  

3.  According to Macnee, "It is the quickest way of getting started". In a few 

months over 500 of the commonest English words can be learned and used in 

sentences. This serves as a strong foundation for further learning. Because the 

students at SMK 2 Muhammadiyah are the lack of vocabulary then they are 

hard to speak English, the researcher as the teacher should demonstrate, not 

explain or translate. It is desirable that students make a direct association 

between the target language and meaning. Vocabulary is acquired more 

naturally if students use it in full sentences, rather than memorizing word lists. 

4. Due to the application of the Direct Method through several techniques, 

students are able to understand what they learn, think about it and then express 

their own ideas in correct English about what they have read and learned.  

5.  This method can be useful and more intensive employed for small classes. The 

students who would be observed are only 21 students in a class. Therefore, the 

direct method is the proper method for improving speaking in small class to 

make more intensive and getting personal approach for each student. 
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6.  Through this method, fluency of speech, good pronunciation, and power of 

expression are properly developed. The students are lack of vocabulary and 

pronunciation. Thus, through direct method, they will no longer lack 

vocabulary and pronunciation. 

2.4.2 Disadvantages of Direct Method 

There are some disadvantages of using Direct Method as follows: 

1.  There are many abstract words which cannot be interpreted directly in English 

and much time and energy are wasted in making attempts for the purpose. 

Thus, a researcher will teach daily life vocabulary first.  

2.  This method is based on the principles that auditory appeal is stronger than 

visual. But there are children who learn more with visual than with their oral- 

aural sense like ears and tongue. The researcher still uses several teaching aids 

such as picture, card, slide ppt using LCD projector and also would support by 

facial expressional, gesture, body language from the researcher to help the 

students who are easy to learn by using visual sense. 

3. The method ignores systematic written work and reading activities and 

sufficient attention is not paid to reading and writing. Thus, the researcher 

would focus on oral practical first to improve speaking skill. 

4.  Since in this method, grammar is closely bound up with the reader, a difficulty 

is experienced in providing readers of such kind. But, grammar would teach 

inductively. Since researcher would implement the direct method, thus 

grammar would teach deductively. Fluency is the important to improve 

speaking skill rather than accuracy. But it can be solved by using one of 

technique indirect method which is self-corrected. Thus, a researcher should 
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be immediately corrected in a friendly way, so the students can learn through 

repeating the correct form.  

5.  In larger classes, this method is not properly applied and teaching in this 

method does not suit or satisfy the needs of individual students in large 

classes. However, in this case, a researcher would teach small classes. 

         In conclusion, direct method puts strong emphasizes on practice and oral 

training. It can succeed if the teachers are able to speak with good pronunciation 

and have good interactions with students.  

        2.5   Teaching Speaking at SMK Muhammadiyah 2 Malang. 

            In teaching English, it is important for the teacher to know how to transfer 

the knowledge and how the response that is already measured in success or not. 

Thus, the teacher needs an appropriate method to teach the students. 

            After doing preliminary observation at SMK Muhammadiyah 2 Malang, 

the researcher found that the teacher used Audio Lingual method in the teaching-

learning process.  

            The responses from student were random. But, most of them were still 

lack of speaking ability. As the result, their difficulties of speaking were a lack of 

vocabulary, less pronunciation and hard to speak. Thus, the researcher needs to 

implement the direct method in order to improve their speaking ability. The 

students would have more opportunities to practice in oral form by using the 

target language. The interaction role between teacher and students becomes more 

like the partner in conversation and have asked and answered about current 

situation. 


