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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This introduction presents and discusses the background of the study, the 

research problem, the objective of the study, hypothesis of the study, the 

significance of the study, the scope and limitation of the study, and the definition 

of the key terms. 

1.1 Background of the study 

In this part the researcher is going to introduce an idea from a prominent 

scholar that of, “Teaching is a showing or helping someone to learn how to do 

something, giving instructions, guiding in the study of something, providing 

with knowledge, causing to know to understand”, (Brown, 2007:8). In other 

words, the researcher comes to a personal understanding that teaching somehow 

is the process of transfering knowledge through some ways such as giving 

instructions, guiding, facilitating, and setting the condition from something that 

the learner did not understand before.  

However, students may not always learn what it is intended and they 

may, sometimes indolent, also learn notions which it is not intend them to learn. 

Therefore, effectiveness is the best estimated in relation to the goals of 

teaching. Thus what counts as effective in one context may not be so in another. 

A good teaching which provides the solution to a problem may be considered 

effective if the goal was merely conveying information. Brown and Atkins 

(2002:5) states that “Effective teaching is sometimes equated with successful 
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teaching that is, the students learn what is intended”. While this argument has 

some appeal, it is not the whole of matter. Effective teaching is concerned not 

only with succes but also with appropriate values.  

In learning English, the students are expected to master the four basic 

language skills : listening, speaking, reading and writing. The teacher should 

always make every effort to engage the students in language activities using the 

languange for communication. In order for communication to be successful the 

teachers should be able to explainand justify the function and positioning of 

teaching activities in the sequenceof a lesson or scheme of work: often the 

emphasis is on using speaking, listening or reading to help develop achievement 

in writing, but writing should be used much more than English in the National 

Curriculum suggests to help develop speaking and listening and reading skills. 

Writing is not simply  way of transferring information from one person to 

another, one generation to the next. It is a process of  learning and, hence, of 

education. Writing well is not just an option for young people, it is a necessity. 

Along with reading comprehension, writing skill is a predictor of academic 

success and a basic requirement for participation in civic life and in the global 

economy.In spite of the fact that writing is very important, especially for 

Indonesian students as it belongs to four language skills that have to be mastered 

since elementary school, writing skill is considered difficult assignment. Harmer 

(2004:260) states that “There is always a danger that students may find writing 

imaginatively difficult. Having “nothing to say” they may find  writing a 
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painfuland de-motivating experience, associated in their minds with a sense of 

frustration and failure”. 

In writing class it is often found that the students cannot write an 

English composition spontaniously or easily, they may get struggle when they 

write, they might have some trouble with the right sentence structure and the 

good word order. According to Raimes (1983:11) When students complain, as 

they often do, about how difficult it is to write in a second languange, they are 

talking not only about the difficulty of “finding” the right words and using the 

correct grammar but about the difficulty of finding and expressing ideas in a 

new language. 

Among the four basic language skills, writing is a easiest to find because 

it is always seen in the simple text, such as English newspaper, textbooks, 

novels, essays and others. Writing text also provides opportunity to study 

language and it is a part of the process of language acquisition. Text are pieces 

of the spoken or written language created for a particular purpose. There are 

many types of text (genres). Those are literary texts, factual texts, monologue 

texts and functional texts. For those all, there are many categories of text type 

(genre) for instance, descriptive, narrative, recount, report, procedure, 

exposition, explanation, discussion. The term “genre” is used to refer to 

particular text types, not to traditional varieties of literature. It is a type or kind 

of text, defined that in terms of its social purposes, also the level of context 

dealing with social purpose. Hartono (2005:4-5). He devided genre into two 

categories, those are story genres and factual genres. Story genres included 
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narrative, news story, exemplum, anecdote, recount, and spoof. While factual 

genres included procedure, explanation, report, exposition, discussion, 

discription, review, news item, and commentary. It can be describe below : 

 Range of Story and Factual Genres 
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eight
th 

grade student of Junior High School in producing text or paragraph by 

writing narrative text. The reason that narrative text is choosen because as a 

students of English department, I have a great interest in this problem. It tries to 

solve the problem in teaching writing especially at Junior High School and also 

tries to help the students in learning writing well since they have difficulties in 

writing narrative text that the teacher has taught. 

 “The number of students experiencing learning difficulties in reading 

and writing is unlikely to decrease until teachers are in position to implement 

truly effective”, evidence-based methods (Westwood, 2008:12). Yet, up to now 

English teaching and learning model practiced in the classroom has not 

givensignificant proportion to writing yet. Most of the teachers have not given a 

lot ofopportunities to the students to practice and develop writing skill and have 

notgiven correct treatment to the students’ writing problem. The teachers also 

havenot found yet appropriate method and technique to teach writing 

effectively. There is no doubt that writing is the most difficult skill.  The 

difficulty lies not only in grammar, spelling and punctuation but also it’s 

very common that their writing lacks of coherence and structure reflecting 

their fragmented understanding of the topic. 

 Based on the case above, a certain technique is needed to help the 

students they write an English composition, hopefully the students are able 

to write a good composition, especially in narrative text. Therefore, the  

researcher purposed picture series to be applied. Teacher can use this 

technique while teaching and learning proccess, picture series can be used to 
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visualize the students’ idea to be written, therefore teaching writing become 

easier.  

Raimes (1983) mentioned that there are 8 (eight) techniques of 

teaching writing, they are teaching writing by using pictures, teaching 

writing by planning the class, teaching writing by using readings, teaching 

writing by using all language skills, teaching writing by using 

practicalwriting, teaching writing by using controlled writing, teaching 

writing by using organization and teaching writing by responding to 

student’s writing. With a picture, all students will immediately need the 

appropriare vocabulary, idiom, and sentence structure to discuss what they 

see.  

For this reason a picture is valuable resource as it provide : 1.  a 

shared experience in the classroom; 2. a need for common language forms to 

use in the classroom; 3. a variety of tasks; 4. a focus of interest for 

students.Related to the use of pictures in teaching and learning writing have 

been conducted by another researcher. Yayi (2014), for example conducted 

that the use of pictures as a technique in the teaching learning proccess is 

intended to make the teaching learning more effective and effiscient so that 

the quality of learning outcome can be improved. So in teaching writing, the 

teacher can use picture series to motivate the student to write and to give 

information for students in controlled work, to help, to stimulate and to 

guide students to write a paragraph. 
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The most serious writing problems arise when the student tries to 

transforma native language sentence word for word into a foreign language 

equivalent. Atthe early levels the teacher can combat this tendency by providing 

leadingquestions and cues in the target language. Assigning a written resume or 

a freecomposition before students are ready to handle it can lead to frustration 

and negative learning. The problems faced above are not solely caused by the 

inability of the students to write, but also by the inappropriate strategy 

implemented by the teacher in the teaching and learning process. 

Related to these, can be met as the object for this research. Every time 

the students of that school are asked to make writing assignment, they feel 

reluctant to do that. Their results of writing English assignment are not as good 

as other English language skills results. One of the problems is caused by the 

using of a conventional technique of teaching; it is a translation technique. This 

technique cannot increase the students’ motivation for learning that is why they 

feel bored and do not have any spirit to join the learning activity. 

Therefore, the teachers as the facilitators should attempt to find the 

solution of the problem. They should change and develop their teaching 

strategy in writing, so satisfaction from teaching and learning activities can be 

obtained and students’ motivation can be increased. 

There are some ways to cope the problems that make students unable 

towrite. According to the researcher, the first thing to do is to make the 

teachingand learning process effective. The teacher should motivate the 

students in writing by giving some suggestions, corrections, and rewards if they 
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made a good writing.Then the teacher can select and apply the appropriate 

technique inteaching language, which is suitable with the condition of students 

of SMP Muhammadiyah 06 Dau, Malang. This can be pictures that will be used 

as media in teaching writing on narrative text. Pictures can be used as media to 

present new language through writing skill. It is good for students because they 

like to learn using visual aid. By using pictures as a mean for teaching writing 

skill, students will be more interested in the process of teaching learning and 

more active in learning. They will feel that they are just not an object of teaching 

learning process but also a subject of it. By pictures they will be active as a 

participant and they are given a chance for expressing their minds, emotions, 

feeling and attitudes. Hopefully, by doing this the students will also make their 

writing skill is effective. From the description above, the resercher is interested in 

researching more about The Effectiveness Of Using Picture Series In Teaching 

writing Narrative Text at 8
th

 grade at SMP Muhammadiyah 06 Dau, Malang.  

 

1.2 Statement of problem 

Is using picture series in teaching writing of narrative text at the 8
th

 grade 

at SMP Muhammadiyah 06 Dau Malang effective? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the study 

The purpose of this study is expected useful for teaching english. The 

purpose is to find out whether using picture series is effective for students of 8
th

 

grade students at SMP Muhammadiyah 06 Dau Malang. 
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1.4 Hypothesis of the study 

-Alternative Hypothesis (H1) : Using picture series is effective for students 

at the grade 8
th

 at SMP Muhammadiyah Dau Malang 

-Null Hypothesis (H0) : Using picture series is not effective for students at 

the grade 8
th

 at SMP Muhammadiyah 06 Dau Malang 

 

1.5 Significance of the study 

1. For the students 

The students are motivated to write as they get new ideas from the 

picture series given, hopefully by using picture series can help them on 

their understanding the sequences in narrative text and it makes visual 

images as they write narrative text and also will help them write more 

effectively. 

2. For the teachers 

It can motivates the teachers to find some new methods or media which 

are  appropriate in teaching writing. It also encourages the teachers to 

develop their creativity to make teaching learning process become 

effective. 

3. For future researcher 

The researcher hopes this research can be used as a reference for other 

researcher who wants to conduct a similar research with different topic. 
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1.6 Scope and Limitation 

In this study, the scope of the study is the using “picture series” technique. 

Then, the study limits on student’s skill in writing narrative text on the 8
th

grade students at SMP Muhammadiyah 06 Dau Malang. 

1.7 Definition of the key terms 

To avoid misundestanding, the researcher presents definition of the key 

terms  used in this study : 

- Writing is the ultimate test of literacy, incorporating all other

communication skills. In our technological age, writing is still the one true

“hard copy” of a person’s ability to reason and express himself clearly

(Atlee, 2005, p.5).

- Narrative is the representation of events, consisting of story (is an event or

sequence of events) (Abbot, 2008, p.18).

- Picture series, such as a comic strip, provide the subject matter for writing

narrative and for speculating about the story beyond the pictures in the

strip (Raimes, 1983, p.36).

- Effectiveness  is the degree to which objectives are achieved and the

extend to which targeted problems are solved (Microsoft ® Encarta ®

2008. © 1993-2007 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved)


