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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This chapter elaborates the research method which is used in conducting the 

research.  It consists of research design, research subject, data collection, and data 

analysis. 

3.1 Research Design 

Research design is the pattern or way of the researchers organize their 

research processes. Rasinger (2013) states that “research design is best described as 

the actual structure according to which our study is organized”. In line with the 

previous statements, Punch (2010) defines that “research design means all the 

issues involved in planning and executing a research project – from identifying the 

problem through to reporting and publishing the result”. 

According to Creswell (2014), research design in educational research is 

divided into three methods of research namely, quantitative, qualitative, and 

combined research design. Research design determines the whole process of the 

research, start from the planning into the result of the research. It will decide the 

type of the research data whether it is numerical, descriptive, or combined data. 

Numerical data belongs to quantitative research design in which the data is analysed 

statistically. Nevertheless, descriptive data is utilized in qualitative research design 

by interpreting the data. For the combined data, it is used in combined research 

design in which the data is analysed statistically and interpreted by the researcher. 

Current study focuses on the qualitative research design. According to 

Sukmadinata (2011), qualitative research is designed to describe and analyse
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the phenomenon, event, social activity, attitude, belief, perception, or thought of 

someone either individually or in groups. In addition, Ary et.al (2010) proposes 

some characteristics of qualitative research such as concern for content and 

meaning, naturally occurring settings, human as instrument, using descriptive data, 

emergent design, and inductive analysis. Accordingly, refer to the definition and its 

characteristics, current study is using qualitative research design because it 

investigates the phenomenon of the learning process and provides the data 

descriptively. 

In qualitative research design, there are five types of research namely, 

narrative, phenomenological, grounded theory, ethnographic, and case study 

research (Creswell, 2007). On the other hand, current study is intended to obtain 

comprehensive understanding about the implementation process of Social 

Constructivist Approach in teaching English. It covers the way teacher employing 

the approach, problems faced by the teacher and solution in overcoming the 

problems. In addition, the data are collected by doing interview and observation. 

Therefore, based on the characteristic, current study is classified as the case study 

research. 

3.2 Research Subject 

In conducting the research, an English teacher was chosen as the research 

subject. In order to get the appropriate subject, the researcher chose one English 

teacher based on the criteria below: 
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1. Teaching at Male Class of SMP Tazkia IIBS Malang. 

The researcher chose one of the English teachers who is teaching at SMP 

Tazkia IIBS Malang especially in male class. It because the school is an 

international school which is utilising Cambridge Curriculum in the learning 

process so, English becomes one of the social communication tools in students’ 

life activities both inside and outside of the classroom. Moreover, this research 

was conducted in the male class due to the Islamic boarding school values about 

male and female interaction. Hence, the researcher as unmarried-man was not 

allowed to conduct the research in the female students’ area. 

2. Teaching English at seventh grade. 

The subject must be teaching English at seventh grade because students 

in seventh grade of SMP Tazkia IIBS Malang are the new students which social 

interaction among students recently get started so, social aspect should be 

encouraged in learning process. 

3.3 Data Collection 

In this part, the researcher explains about the data collection which involves 

techniques, instruments, and procedures of collecting data.  

3.3.1 Techniques and Instruments 

Concerning this study, the data are collected by employing observation 

and interview techniques. Observation is conducted for investigating the first 

research problem and clarifying the interview data in practicing field. 

Meanwhile, for the second and third research problems, the researcher utilises 

interview for gaining the English teacher’s perspective or opinion in 
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implementing the approach. From the research techniques, there are 

instruments used in the process of data collection. 

3.3.1.1 Observation 

Observation is a fundamental technique for obtaining data in 

qualitative research. It is because qualitative research deals with the social 

phenomenon and non-numerical data and the way to validate and view the 

reality of the research is by doing observation. Creswell (2014) defines that 

“observation is the process of gathering open-ended, first-hand information 

by observing people and places at a research site”. So, we can conclude that 

observation is the process of collecting data in order to verify the research 

problem and the interview data. 

Based on the researcher’s role in observation process, Ary, et.al 

(2010) divides two kinds of observation that is participant and non-participant 

observation. In the process of participant observation, the observer becomes 

a part of active members of the group that is being observed. Inversely, in the 

non-participant observation, the observer does not involve in the observed 

group directly. 

For current study, non-participant observation is applied in 

observation process. It is based on the definition of non-participant 

observation in which the researcher plays a role as a silent and non-participant 

observer. Therefore, the researcher just monitors and documents the activities 

in teaching-learning process. In addition, the researcher utilises field notes as 

the instruments of data collection. 
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3.3.1.2 Interview  

Interview is a research technique in which the data is collected 

descriptively based on the subject’s opinions by making a conversation with 

the subject. According to Punch (2010), interview is one of the main tools in 

qualitative data collection process. Basically, it is used by asking question and 

receiving answer in order to access people’s perception about the meaning or 

definition of situation and reality. 

In conducting the interview, the descriptive data is gathered from 

subject’s own word based on his/her experience. Furthermore, the researcher 

can develop his/her understanding on how the subject construes the 

phenomenon or situation (Bogdan and Biklen, 2007). In consequence, for 

current study, the interview is used for answering the second and third 

research problems by asking an English teacher. It is because these research 

problems should be answered based on the teacher’s experience. 

Punch (2010) offers three kinds of interview, namely, structured 

interview, focused or semi-structured interview, and unstructured interview. 

In structured interview, the subject is asked a series of pre-established 

questions, with preset response categories. All subjects receive the same set 

of questions. Meanwhile, semi-structured interview is used when the 

interviewer only makes a general questions. It means that the interviewer can 

modify the format or questions during the interview process in order to make 

a natural conversation. In contrary with structured interview, the unstructured 
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interview is a conversational type interview in which the situation and format 

of interview is designed in open-ended and non-standardized. 

For current study, the researcher uses semi-structured interview 

because it is a natural interview. However, the researcher purveys general 

questions to get the interview planned and standardized. The general 

questions are included in the interview guide as the instrument. The subject 

is inquired about the implementation process of Social Constructivist 

Approach in English learning process. Besides, the English teacher or the 

subject is asked about the problems and solutions while implementing the 

approach. 

3.3.2 Procedures 

In this study, the data is collected by two main techniques that is 

interview and observation. For detail procedures of these techniques, they are 

mentioned in the following steps: 

1. Preparing the general guideline of the interview; 

2. Interviewing the subject directly; 

3. Taking notes and recording the interview process; 

4. Preparing the observation checklist; 

5. Ensuring the data by doing observation in the teaching-learning process; 

6. Making filed note and documenting the teaching-learning process. 

3.4 Data Analysis 

Bogdan and Biklen (2007) explain that the data analysis is a systematic 

process of arranging and drawing up interview transcript, observation field-notes, 
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and other materials that have been accumulated by the researcher for coming up 

with the findings. Furthermore, in data analysis process, the researcher’s 

interpretation is needed. It refers to the process of developing researcher’s idea or 

opinion about found data and relating them to related literatures or concepts. Thus, 

the researcher’s analysis and interpretation are the main tools in processing the 

collected data. 

In analysing the data, there are several stages. Ary, et.al (2010) proposes 

three stages in analysing the data namely, organizing and familiarizing, coding and 

reducing, and interpreting and representing. For comprehensive data analysis, the 

current research applies following stages: 

1. Organizing the data based on the results of data collection; 

2. Coding and reducing the irrelevant data by focusing to the research objectives; 

3. Sorting the data based on the framework or objectives of the study; 

4. Comparing the data with the related literature or theory in order to get objective 

interpretation; and 

5. Drawing conclusion refers to the final interpreted-data in order to solve the 

research problems. 

At the end, even the qualitative data is analysed by researcher’s 

interpretation in which it is personal and without set rules, the researchers cannot 

rely strictly on their personal knowledge and feeling. The interpretation must be 

reasoned by the data and the theory. In consequence, the result of the research can 

be stand up in the objective standard and reduce the biases. 


