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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This chapter provides some literature reviews related to the study namely, 

social constructivist approach, social context in learning process, and teaching 

English. Each point is explained as below: 

2.1 Social Constructivist Approach 

Study about learning-teaching process especially learning approach, has 

been developing since long time ago. It has uttered some approaches in teaching-

learning process such as, behaviourist approach, constructivist approach, social 

constructivist approach, scientific approach, etc. Each approach has its specific 

purpose, strategy, and goal in learning process. In current study, it will focus on 

discussing social constructivist approach. 

 Definition of Social Constructivist Approach 

Social Constructivist Approach has been proposed by a Russian 

psychologist, Lev Vygotsky (1934) with his popular development theory, 

Sociocultural Theory. Human language development based on the Sociocultural 

Theory, is greatly influenced by our social interaction with the environment 

(Surna and Pandeirot, 2014). Hence, social input from our interaction gives 

special meaning in developing our cognitive and language capability. 

In order to make an effective social constructivist learning activity, the 

teacher should understand students’ mental area especially in term of 

understanding the material. Vygotsky propounded a useful pedagogical concept 

named Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) for classifying students’ ability in
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comprehending the material. Wedell and Malderez (2013) write, “ZPD is an 

imaginary (notional) mental area, at a given point in time, between what a child 

can already do independently, and what she/he can do if helped by an adult, or 

by more mentally developed (often older) peer”. For more explanation about 

ZPD, see the Figure 2.1 below. 
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Figure 2.1 Zone of Proximal Development (Ormrod, 2009) 

By understanding students’ potential development area, teachers are 

expected to bring students into their limit of learning process in order to promote 

maximum cognitive growth of the students. Students should be assigned by a 

task in their ZPD area or which they can accomplish or perform successfully 

only with a help from others. As Ormrod (2009) points out, the assistance or 

support must come from more-skilled person, such as teacher, adult, or older 

student.  The assistance from older student especially, can prompt the social 

interaction and cognitive development among students at the same time. 

On the other hand, there are two famous approaches in constructivism 

theory: cognitive and social constructivist approach. Cognitive Constructivist 

Approach was proposed by John Piaget (1955). It emphasize students’ ability to 

understand the material by their selves. Therefore, students’ cognitive abilities 
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is strongly depend on their prior knowledge and experience in constructing their 

understanding about something (Alexander, 2006). Later on, Lev Vygotsky, a 

Russian psychologist, proposed different perspective about constructivist theory. 

Vygotsky emphasizes social context in learning process in which students’ 

understanding is constructed in group or peer with other students (Horowitz, et 

al, 2005). For more information in distinguishing between cognitive and social 

constructivist approach, please see Table 2.1. 

Table 2.1 The differences between cognitive and social constructivist 

(Elliot, Kratochwill, et.al, 2000) 

Aspect Cognitive Constructivist Social Constructivist 

Perspective 

Individual child constructs view 

of world by forming cognitive 

structures. 

Child’s cognitive development 

progresses by social interaction 

with others. 

Basic psychological 

mechanism 

Equilibration-child acts to 

regain equilibrium between 

current level of cognitive 

structures and external stimuli. 

Social interaction, which 

encourages development 

through the guidance of skilful 

adults. 

Language 
Emerge as cognitive structures 

develop. 

 

Language begins as pre-

intellectual speech and gradually 

develops into a sophisticated 

form of inner speech; one of the 

main forces responsible for 

cognitive development. 

Learning 

Assimilation and 

accommodation lead to 

equilibration 

 

Learning results from the 

interaction of two process; 

biological elementary processes 

(such as brain development), 

plus sociocultural interactions. 

Problem solving 

 

Child independently searches 

for data needed to change 

cognitive structure, thus 

enabling child to reach solution. 

Two aspects of problem solving: 

1. Key role of speech to guide 

“planful” behaviour; 2. Joint 

efforts with others. 
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Moreover, in term of teacher’s role, cognitive constructivist approach 

emphasizes teacher to support students in exploring and developing their 

knowledge. Meanwhile, social constructivist approach believes that teacher 

should create as much as opportunity for students in learning by constructing 

their knowledge together whether with teacher or their friends (Hyson, Cople, & 

Jones, 2006). 

 Teaching Strategies for Social Constructivist Approach. 

As mentioned before, Social Constructivist Approach emphasizes the 

role of teacher and peers in supporting the development of student’s learning 

process. Santrock (2012) proposed four strategies in involving teacher and peers 

in prompting student’s learning process by implementing Social Constructivist 

Approach. The strategies are mentioned as follow; 

1. Scaffolding 

Scaffolding is a strategy where a teacher gives stimulus directly to the 

students which will be reduced as the development of students' abilities. For 

example, when students learn a new material that the teacher will give direct 

instruction or referrals. Along with the increasing of students' understanding 

about the material, the teacher will begin to diminish his/her involvement in 

charting the students until they are able to understand the material 

independently. 

2. Cognitive Apprenticeship 

Basically, the cognitive apprenticeship is a learning strategy between 

a beginner (student) and an expert (teacher or more-skilled student). Ormrod 

(2009) states that “in Cognitive Apprenticeship strategy a learner works 
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intensively with an expert to accomplish complex tasks that he/she cannot do 

independently”. Hence, Cognitive Apprenticeship strategy is one of the best 

strategies in increasing students’ cognitive ability by social interaction with 

others. 

3. Peer Tutoring 

De Smet, Van Keer, et.al. as cited in Santrock (2012) found that some 

students (usually more-skilled student) can also be the effective tutors. If 

Cognitive Apprenticeship focuses on the expert person for teaching students, 

in peer tutoring, a student will be guided or taught by more-skilled student 

whether in group or pair system. Moreover, Slavin, Madden, and others 

(2009) found that peer tutoring often gives good impact to students’ 

achievement. 

4. Cooperative Learning 

When a teacher divides the students into several groups and let them 

learn and share their knowledge each other so, it means the Cooperative 

Learning strategy is being held in the classroom. Johnson and Johnson (2006) 

believes that cooperative learning may be contrasted with competitive and 

individualistic learning because it supposed student to achieve academic goal 

together with other students. 

All of these teaching strategies are designed to help students’ in 

constructing their understanding of learning materials by interaction or 

cooperating with other students or teacher. However, each strategy has its own 

specification in learning process. It means that not all of the strategies can be 

used in every learning process. Hence, the teacher should analyse the students, 
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learning material, and classroom environment before choosing the appropriate 

learning strategies of social constructivist approach. 

 The Advantages of Social Constructivist Approach 

Social constructivist approach tries to combine the social aspect of 

learning process and the improving of cognitive ability of the students. It also 

tries to make an authentic learning process in which involve the social aspect of 

life in learning process. Gauvain (2001) defined some advantages of social 

constructivist approach namely: 

a. Complete understanding. When students discuss together, it can provides 

verities perspective then they can construct their knowledge more 

completely. 

b. Learn about Social Attitude. Through students interaction, they can learn 

about some valuable social attitudes (how to design something together, 

how to manage different perspective, etc.) while they are doing some 

cognitive task together. 

c. Respecting others point of view. Although in group discussion there are 

disputation and a lot of premises but students can learn to see the situations 

from various point of view. 

d. Make the task easier. When students work in group, they will finish the 

task easier because they can supply “scaffolding” and facilitate each other. 

On the other side, Vygotsky trough his Sociocultural Theory, mentions 

two factors that influence students’ cognitive development namely, social 

interaction and language. Eggen and Kauchak (2014) writes “Sociocultural 
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Theory of Development emphasizes the crucial influence that social interaction 

and language, embedded within a cultural context, have on cognitive 

development”. So that, there are three essential factors for students’ cognitive 

development which is interrelated. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2.2 Three factors in students’ cognitive development (Eggen and 

Kauchak, 2014) 

2.2 Social Context in Learning Process 

Learning process at school is the trial process of the social life interaction. 

Most of the students believe that social interaction and friendship among them is 

more essential than learning process and students’ achievement itself (Dowson & 

McInerney, 2001). However, social and academic aspect of students are not a 

dichotomous thing but they support each other. In contextualizing social aspect in 

learning process, we need to consider several components such as students’’ 

diversity, teaching strategies, and issues and solutions in students’ interaction. 

2.2.1 Students’ Diversity 

Brooks (2011) states that human is social animal. It means that, a person 

needs other people in order to fulfil his/her daily necessities. Based on the 

research that conducted twenty-two years ago, most of us spend up to 80% of 
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our awake time to socialize or spend average six hours or more a day in 

communicating, mostly with people that we know well (Emler, 1994). 

In social life, people are faced by different group of society. It is caused 

by some factors like culture, ethnic, socio-economic, religion, etc. On the other 

side, school or classroom as a community of learners certainly has different 

group of student. According to Ormrod (2009), there are three kind of students’ 

groups namely: 

1. The Difference of Culture and Ethnic 

The main characteristic that occurs because of its different culture and 

ethnic are sense of self (Ormrod, 2009). Different culture prompts students to 

conceit for what their parents or social group’s accomplishment, not for their 

selves. For students who come from minority social culture do not have same 

feeling. Moreover, students from minority status do not have good conviction 

to do their best in academic even they have good self-esteem (Van Laar, 

2000). 

2. The Difference of Gender 

The different gender of students can impact some aspect of their social 

interaction. For example in interpersonal aspect, the man usually socialize in 

a big group while the woman smaller, just with their close friends (Maccoby, 

2002). 

3. The Difference of Socio-economic 

Socio-economic is one of the important aspect that influence students’ 

interaction. Reference to Ormrod (2009) reveals that the difference of socio-

economic gives some risk for the students like, the discrepancy of basic 
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knowledge, the less participant of parents in school activity or homework, bas 

school quality, etc. 

The different group of students should be organized properly in education 

field in order to prepare better society for future real-life environment. At school, 

they should be encouraged to get used to life collaboratively. According to 

Cushner, McClelland, and Safford (2012) students have to learn to live with 

others in cooperative way rather than being an individual or engaging in 

destructive competition that generates anger, disease, and war. 

2.2.2 Issues and Solutions in Students’ Social Interaction 

The difference which is caused by several factors above certainly emerge 

some social issues in interaction among the students. For example, in making 

students task group, students with good academic ability are more likely to create 

a group with their friends who have equal academic level. Thus, students with 

low ability in academic level will continue to be isolated socially and 

academically. Furthermore, Slavin (1995) offers six issues and the way to 

overcome them while teaching students through social interaction strategy. The 

issues and the solution are explained as follow: 

1. Failure of students to get along. It usually comes in the first or two week of 

learning process in which students are not accustomed to collaborate with 

new people. So, the primary solution for the problem is time. 

2. Students’ misbehaviour. To behave students appropriately, the teacher are 

supposed to give up to three additional appreciation points based on team’s 

behaviour, cooperativeness, and effort. 
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3. The classroom noise. Basically, a busy sound is fine but the teacher should 

control students’ individual sound by making stop signal. However, teacher 

should consider that shushing students too often is not good for the learning 

process so, it is needed when the classroom’s noisy makes students cannot 

hear each other. 

4. Students’ absences. When students depend on one another to study in group, 

it can be a main problem in the learning process. The solution, teacher 

should manipulate the students’ and team’s score based on the student 

absenteeism or re-organizing the group member to reduce the dependence 

of student to others. 

5. In effective use of time in team practicing. Sometimes students used to doing 

their worksheets alone, regardless of whether they or their teammates 

understand the material. To cope the problem, teacher should provide only 

two worksheets per team in order to encourage students work in group. 

6. Too great a range of performance levels. In a group of students, it consist of 

different performance level so, the teacher has to consider the low 

performers. For the whole-group instruction learning, teacher can use “peer 

tutoring” for employing the high performers in guiding their friend and help 

them up to the level of the test.  

In addition, Ormrod (2009) also proposes some strategies to improve 

social interaction among students’ while working in group, videlicet: 

a. Make a situation in which students can establish new friendly relationship. 

b. Minimize and eliminate obstacles in the social interaction among students. 
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c. Encourage and help the students to participate in extracurricular activities. 

d. Help normal students to understand their friends who has special needs. 

e. Help students who had anti-social character to change their reputation. 

f. Encourage students to respect each other. 

Several issues can emerge in the learning process that involves 

cooperation among students. If the teacher cannot arrange well the students’ 

interaction in group work, it will bring up the new problems. However, the 

strategies that is proposed by the experts is not a must for teacher to apply in 

learning process. The teacher can analyse the learning, classroom, and students’ 

situation before make a decision in using the appropriate solution. 

2.3 Teaching English at SMP Tazkia IIBS Malang 

Teaching is the process of someone in transforming or sharing their 

knowledge to others. As Brown (2014) perceptively states, “Teaching is showing 

or helping someone to learn to do something, giving instructions, guiding in the 

study of something, providing with knowledge, causing to know or understanding”. 

In teaching process, a teacher needs teaching skill named pedagogy. Suyono 

and Hariyanto (2014) note that pedagogy is the art or science for the teachers in 

transforming their material in the classroom. Besides, Doherty as cited in Cohen, 

Manion, et al. (2010), suggest that teachers have an important role to play the 

learning process in which students take control in it. Consequently, the teachers 

should engage the students, make them work collaboratively, and let them construct 

their understanding. 
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Specifically in SMP Tazkia International Islamic Boarding School (IIBS) 

Malang, English becomes an important subject in the learning process and school 

environment. It because the school applies international standard in its learning 

process. The use of Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary 

School (IGCSE) prompts the school to set all the learning process agree with the 

international standard start from the facility, school environment, curriculum, and 

even for the use of English as one of the international languages. 

As an international standard school, in SMP Tazkia IIBS Malang, English 

is taught more than just a subject in the learning process. It is applied as one of the 

main communication tools or languages in the school environment. So that, in 

teaching English, the teacher tries to make the learning process exceeds the 

classroom. It means that, English is not just taught as a knowledge subject but it is 

also taught to prepare students for international social intercourse. 

2.3.1 Teaching English as Foreign Language 

Now days, people are living in the era where language is become so 

complicated. It transforming significantly and break the area where it comes 

from. It develop as one of the main tools of the globalization era. It is learned in 

line with the growing of human traveling desire to other countries. At the end, 

people are starting to learn foreign language. 

As the transforming of foreign language to part of human life, it becomes 

more popular in education field. There are various languages that is taught in the 

classroom. In Indonesia, English becomes the main foreign language that should 
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be taught in the secondary until higher education level. It starts when English 

transforms and accepted to be an international language. 

Brands (2011) states that the learning process of foreign language is 

highly depends on the context of the learning situation. In means that in the 

process of TEFL, which is also known as Teaching English for Speaker of Other 

Language (TESOL), the learning process is supposed to be as authentic as 

possible. Therefore, in teaching English for Indonesian, the teacher has to pay 

more attention on the usage of English whether in teaching or in communication 

among the students. 

In order to conduct the authentic English learning process, the teacher at 

SMP Tazkia IIBS Malang tries to use several authentic learning tools. For 

example the use of authentic material for listening in which the teacher provide 

a native speaker’s sound record so that the students can familiar with how 

English spoken by native. In addition, the teacher also directs students to utilise 

English in their interaction or communication so that the students can be 

accustomed to speak in foreign language. 

2.3.2 Teaching English for Junior High School 

In teaching junior high school students, the teacher should aware about 

students’ abilities and characteristics. It because they are in the middle level of 

basic education in Indonesia between elementary and senior high school. 

According to Casas (2011), as cited in Oktaviani (2012), junior high school 

students experience the growth of cognitive ability. Furthermore, they are in the 
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process of increasing their logical thinking, improving memory, and having the 

ability to learn through dialogue or interaction with others. 

On the other side, based on the Permendikbud 2016 Number 24, there are 

four competencies that should be taught to the students that is spiritual, social, 

knowledge, and skill. In English subject, social interaction become one of the 

issues in learning process. For instance, in the social and skill competencies, the 

students are supposed to have intrapersonal ability in which they can interact 

with others appropriately. In addition, it is supported by Ramage (2012), who 

believes that when language learning process is going in the classroom then a 

social activity takes place. 

Teaching English for junior high school in SMP Tazkia IIBS Malang is 

conducted based on the holistic and balance education system. It means that the 

learning process is organized by using integrated curriculum such as Islamic 

foundation, national and international curriculum, language program, etc. By that 

system, English are taught beyond the classroom because it is not just for learning 

process requirement but also for the easy of getting and understanding global 

information and students’ daily interaction. 


