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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter intends to provide a brief explanation about the topic that will 

be discussed in the study. It consists of research background, research problems, 

research objectives, scope and limitation, research significances, and definition of 

key terms. 

1.1 Research Background 

Now days, Indonesia’s education system is entering a new era. The era in 

which the world of education began to be used as a character laboratory to build a 

better moral society. This is boosted by the emergence of various social issues such 

as intolerance, violence, and horizontal clashing. According to Sjarkawi (2006), 

lack of effective character education in the school became one of the causes of 

decreasing human morality. As a result, the low morality then triggers the immoral 

action or behaviour in the society. 

In order to increase human morality in the manner of education, the 

Indonesian government, through the Ministry of Education tries to revitalize 

National Curriculum into Character-Based Education Curriculum, known as 

Curriculum 2013. Kaimuddin (2014) reveals that based on its characteristics, 

Curriculum 2013 is oriented to develop not only cognitive aspect but also the 

character or moral aspects of students. Thereby, Curriculum 2013 is a product 

which is expected to answer the challenges of the era in which we need smart as 

well as morally and well-charactered people. 
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One of the character values that should be taught is social character. Nozhin 

(2008) states that, in education, social and cultural aspects play an essential role in 

drawing the up to date issues for further development of people, society, and 

environment. Moreover, Johnson & Johnson as cited in Santrock (2014) report that, 

the experience of students in the social context that existed in the learning process 

can become an important support in the process of students’ cognitive development. 

Therefore, teaching social aspect in education is something needed because it is one 

of the ways to prepare students to confront the real social life in their future which 

is more complex or complicated as well as their cognitive. 

In the other side, in term of teaching English as a language, involving social 

aspect in learning process is granted. It is because language is related to human 

social interaction by communicating each other. Farrell and Jacobs (2010) say that 

encouraging social nature in learning process is one of the essential aspects for 

successful English language teaching. Hence, involving social character in teaching 

English process is an essential matter in order to realize students about language as 

a medium of social interaction. 

In terms of pedagogy, Social Constructivist Approach is known as one of 

the best approaches in teaching social character. It is an approach that emphasizes 

the development of cognitive aspect through social interaction among students. 

Ormrod (2008) says that using Social Constructivist Approach in learning process, 

in addition to provide cognitive benefit, it also provides social benefits in the 

process of students’ development.  
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In addition, based on the previous study conducted by Gillies and Boyle 

(2010), they found that the teachers have had positive experiences in engaging 

social interaction in the learning process, both for the students and themselves. 

These are included the facts about students getting to know each other, accepting 

their group roles, manage time more effective, etc. In addition, other previous study 

done by Bay, Celkan, and Cetin (2012) showed that cooperative process in Social 

Constructivist Approach influenced positively on interpersonal, communicative, 

scientific, and portfolio skill of the students. As the result, we can conclude that 

implementing Social Constructivist Approach provides great impact for the 

students’ learning process. 

For that reason, the researcher wants to focus the study on the 

implementation of the Social Constructivist Approach especially in teaching 

English. In the other hand, based on the preliminary interview conducted by the 

researcher, English teacher in SMP Tazkia International Islamic Boarding School 

(IIBS) Malang, believes that Social Constructivist Approach is one of the best ways 

to prepare student in both aspects of language, social and cognitive. 

In conducting the research, there are three reasons for choosing SMP Tazkia 

IIBS Malang as the observation point. First, the school is focused on holistic and 

balance education in which the graduates are expected to have comprehensive skill 

in religion, cognitive, character, and social aspects. Second, it is an international 

standard school which utilises Cambridge International General Certificate of 

Secondary School (IGCSE) standard in learning process. Therefore, English 

Language becomes one of the social communication tools in the school 
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environment. The last reason, the school environment is designed in Islamic 

Boarding School (IBS) system in which the students are living twenty-four hours 

in the school area. It is more suitable to encourage students in improving their 

English proficiency by intensive socializing and communicating among them. 

1.2 Research Problems 

Based on the background of the study which is described above, the 

statement of the problems are formulated as follows: 

1. How is the implementation of the Social Constructivist Approach in 

teaching English at SMP Tazkia International Islamic Boarding School 

(IIBS) Malang? 

2. What are the difficulties encountered by English teacher in implementing 

the Social Constructivist Approach at SMP Tazkia International Islamic 

Boarding School (IIBS) Malang? 

3. How does the teacher overcome the problems which is encountered while 

implementing the Social Constructivist Approach at SMP Tazkia 

International Islamic Boarding School (IIBS) Malang? 

1.3 Research Objectives 

The purpose of this study is to find out the answers of the problems which 

has been stated above. The purposes are stated as follows: 

1. To describe how the implementation of the Social Constructivist Approach 

in teaching English at Tazkia International Islamic Boarding School (IIBS) 

Malang. 
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2. To identify the problems encountered by English teacher in implementing 

the Social Constructivist Approach at SMP Tazkia International Islamic 

Boarding School (IIBS) Malang. 

3. To discover the ways teacher settles the problems which is encountered 

while implementing the Social Constructivist Approach at SMP Tazkia 

International Islamic Boarding School (IIBS) Malang. 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

In order to avoid the biases in the study, the researcher confines the scope 

of study on the strategy and effect of the implementation Social Constructivist 

Approach in teaching English, the problems faced by teacher and also the teacher’s 

way in settling the problems in implementing Social Constructivist Approach. 

Meanwhile, in providing more specific study, the researcher will focus on the 

process of the implementation Social Constructivist Approach in teaching process. 

For the subject of the study, it will be an English teacher who is teaching seventh-

grade students at SMP Tazkia International Islamic Boarding School (IIBS) 

Malang. 

1.5 Research Significances 

As an academic product, the researcher hopes that the study can be useful 

for others. Hence, this study is expected to give a significance whether in theoretical 

and practical aspect. In theoretical aspect, current study is expected to be used as a 

source or reference for the upcoming researchers who wants to conduct educational 

research, especially in term of Social Constructivist Approach. For the teacher, this 

study will give significance in practical aspect. It can be used to understand more 
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about the way to implement Social Constructivist Approach in teaching English. 

Additionally, the study also can be utilized by English students to enrich their 

knowledge or insight about Social Constructivist Approach both in theory and 

practice. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

For reducing misinterpretation, the researcher elucidates some of the key 

terms in this study, such as: 

1. Social Constructivist Approach is a teaching approach that emphasizes 

the importance of culture and context in understanding what occurs in 

society and constructing knowledge based on this understanding (Derry, 

1999; McMahon, 1997). 

2. Learning Approach is a set of assumptions that are connected and related 

to the nature of learning. It is axiomatic and describing the natures and 

characteristic of the subject being taught (Suyono and Hariyanto, 2014). For 

the researcher, the learning approach is defined as a set of teaching 

instrument that guide the learning and teaching process into the big idea of 

learning goal. 

3. Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn to do something, giving 

instructions, guiding in the study of something, providing with knowledge, 

causing to know or understanding (Brown, 2014). In this study, the 

researcher states that teaching is the process of transforming the knowledge 

or skill from more-skilled people to others who need more understanding 

especially in English subject. 
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4. SMP Tazkia International Islamic Boarding School (IIBS) Malang 

founded in 2014, is one of the private schools in Malang which is employing 

islamic boarding school system. It is applying Holistic and Balance 

Education concept and also utilizing Cambridge International General 

Certificate of Secondary School (IGCSE) standard in its learning process. 


