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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

Following the basic information in chapter one, this chapter will discuss some 

reviews of related literatures. These are such as the teaching of English as a foreign 

language, teaching English language in junior high school, the teaching of speaking, 

and the factors that support and inhibit in improving speaking skill.  

 

2.1 The Teaching English as a Foreign Language 

The Instruction of English as a foreign language may occur in any country, 

whether English speaking or not. Learners of EFL study English for different 

purposes: passing the examination, career development, pursuing their education, etc. 

In most countries, English as a Foreign Language is part of the educational 

curriculum, particularly in state schools. In Indonesia, English is a compulsory 

subject in senior and junior high schools. In the lower levels, such as in elementary 

schools and in kindergarten, English is not a compulsory subject; it can be taught to 

the students as the local content subject (muatan lokal). 

Teaching and learning has a very close relationship and one into another 

cannot be defined apart. Brown (2001) identifies the components of definition of 

learning as follow: 

1. Learning is acquisition or getting. 

2. Learning is retention of information or skill.  
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3. Retention implies storage systems, memory, and cognitive organization.  

4. Learning involves active, conscious focus on and acting upon even outside or 

inside the organism. 

5. Learning is relatively permanent, but subject to forgetting. 

6. Learning involves some forms of practice, perhaps reinforced practice. 

7. Learning is part of changes in behavior. 

Furthermore, Brown defines teaching as guiding and facilitating learning, 

enabling learner to learn, and setting the condition for learning”. 

In everyday life, researcher‟s experience and observation in class when 

learning and teaching English process take place, most of students have not seemed to 

learn actively when the teacher teach. The teacher of English has not yet fully 

executed his performance. 

According to Klancar(2006), when teaching young learners we constantly 

have to keep in mind the fact that what we have in front of us is a mixed class with 

varied abilities, expectations, motivation levels, knowledge and last but not 

least,different learning styles. Thus, we need to vary our approaches and offer as 

much opportunity as possible to make the whole class find a little something to hold 

on to expand and grow. 

 

2.2 Teaching English Language in Junior High School 

 Teaching is activity of someone who has a knowledge they share or transfer 

their knowledge to other persons. It helps someone who do not know or understand 
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become understand. According to Brown (2000:7) “Teaching is showing or helping 

someone to learn how to do something, giving instructions, guiding in study or 

something, providing with knowledge, causing to know or understand”. From this 

statement, teaching is an activity of aiding, guiding, and facilitating a person to get a 

new knowledge with some instruction until they understand it. In other hand, teaching 

activities also certainly can be done anywhere either indoors or outdoors, such as at 

schools, parks, and so on. 

 Therefore, learning a foreign language is already taught in every schools 

ranging from Kindergarten, Elementary School, Junior High School, Senior High 

School up to College or University with different techniques or methods, it 

depends on the learners needs. 

 Teaching English language in junior high school is quite difficult, because 

mostly their thought is still unstable. They just think about playing than learning. 

“Teens will become a person who is hard to control when they have some things such 

as an age of transition, confusion, self-consciousness, growing, and changing bodies 

and minds (Brown, 2000:92)”. Hence, the teachers should be encouraged to have 

more variety of teaching techniques in order to create an atmosphere of learning 

which draw the students pay attention in studying. As we know that not all the 

students in junior high schools can understand the English lesson as well as possible. 

Even there are some students who did not understand it well. 

 There are four skills in teaching English, listening, writing, reading, and 

speaking which we have always learned in school. Based on statement above, Brown 

(2001: 232) stated that, listening, speaking, reading, and writing are the major things 
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in English skills which are always learned by the learners at schools or colleges. So, 

those four skills are interrelated which must be learned in teaching English language. 

 

2.3 Teaching Speaking in Junior High School 

 Everyone likes to talk about anything wherever they are. In fact, they are 

doing this activity just to be able to interact with many people. In Oxford advanced 

dictionary (2000:1239), “Speaking is to express or communicate opinions, feelings, 

ideas by or as talking and it involves the activities in the part of the speaker as 

psychological, physiological (articulator) and (acoustic) stage”. 

 Based on the definition above, the writer conclude that speaking is one of the 

English skills, aimed to make them more active such as speak up a lot or ask anything 

to get communicate with their environments. Therefore, it is a capability that students 

have to master, so that they can inform or give their opinions, ideas, or feelings that 

they have as a main activity. For examples, in speaking we do not only understand 

what they want or need, but also we could give an appropriate response to them. In 

speaking people can correlate with others in their daily activity in the society. 

 Thus, the literary skill is an important thing that we should think of in 

speaking skill. So, speaking is ability which is not as easy as we thought.Teaching is 

a process to give guidance the students to reach the goals. Teaching known as 

“Instruction” it means process that makes someone do learning. It is a media for 

learning process includes behavior individual changes through pre- planned. Thus, 

teaching role as the process where the students grow up for being older. 
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 Speaking is not different from many other kinds of classroom activity, it needs 

planning and it needs a proper execution. The teacher is as important with speaking 

as it as with teaching grammar, but the role is very different. This type of activity is 

not „teaching‟ or „learning‟. The focus here is on Speaking for fluency, rather than 

practice of specific language. With this in mind, considering the role of the teacher in 

three stages: before, during and after.Based on Bailey (2008), One important aspect 

of intelligibility is pronunciation. 

 Before the lesson, the teacher has to know why they want the students to 

speak, what the aim is. In all likelihood, it will be part of lesson containing other 

skills and language works and so the „lesson fit‟ will be obvious not only to them but 

also to the students. The chosen activity is suitable for their level and interest, and 

that is appropriate in terms of the lesson fit and aims. They might have and that the 

students might have. In other words, the teachers have to plan how they will set up 

the activity. 

 After the lessons, the teacher tries to allow enough time to get some feedback 

from the class. For example, one group could tell another group what they 

decided/discovered/discussed, and vice versa. Or the teacher could select certain 

student to give some feedback. It is nice to get some kind of feedback so that the 

teacher can know the students interest, as well for the students to share some of what 

they have talked about. This needs only a few minutes. 
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2.4 The Factors That Support and Inhibit Students in Improving Speaking Skill 

 In teaching and learning process, there are factors that support and inhibit 

students in improving their speaking. 

 

2.4.1 Factors That Support Students in Improving Speaking Skill 

 According to Penny (1998) there are four factors to improve student`s 

speaking skill: 

1. Learners talk a lot 

 The period of time allotted in the speaking activity should have been as much 

as possible, so that the learners may have much time to talk. If we want our speaking 

skill better than before, at least we must to try our speaking ability convidently. From 

this activity our speaking skill will raise. 

2. Participant is even 

 Classroom discussion is not dominated by minority talkative students or 

participants. All of participants get a chance to speak and contributions are fairly 

evenly distributed. By discussion activity we can show students‟ ability in speaking 

English and correct their mistakes. 

3.  Motivation is high 

 Learners are eager to speak, because they are interested in the topic and have 

something new to say about, or because they want to contribute to achieve a task 

objective.  
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4. Language is comprehensive 

 Learners express themselves in utterances that are relevant easily 

comprehensible to each other‟s, and of an acceptable level of language accuracy. We 

can speak English with our styles, using the easy vocabulary and comprehensible 

grammar as long as our listener or our partners in communication understand with the 

purpose of our conversation. 

 In short, we must have many chances to speak in public, have high motivation 

in learning in speaking English, and use easy language or simple pattern are the main 

factors that can improve our speaking skill. 

 

2.4.2 Factors That Inhibit Students in Improving Speaking Skill 

 In learning speaking, students often get problem to talk. Ur (1996:121) states, 

there are some possible problems faced by the students in learning speaking. They 

have inhibition, nothing to say, low participation, and mother tongue use. 

1. Inhibition 

 Unlike reading, writing, or listening activities, speaking requires some degree 

of real time-exposure to an audience. Learners are often hesitating about trying to say 

things in foreign language in the classroom worried about making mistake. Fearful of 

criticism or losing face, or simply shy of the attention that their speech attracts. 

2. Nothing to Say 

 Even if they are not inhibited, we often hear that many learners says that they 

cannot think of anything to say they have no motivation to express themselves 

beyond their guilty feeling that they should be speaking. 
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3. Mother Tongue Use  

 In classes where all, or a number of, the learners share the same mother 

tongue, they may tend to use it because it is easier, it feel unnatural to speak to one 

another in foreign language., and they feel less “exposed” if they are speaking their 

mother tongue. If they are talking in small group it can be quite difficult to get some 

classes particularly less disciplined or motivated ones to keep to the target language. 

4. Low participant 

 Only one participant can talk at the time if he or she to be heard and in large 

group. This means that each one will have only little talking time. This problem is 

occurred by the tendency of some learners to dominate, while others speak very little 

or not at all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


