
1 
 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter presents the discussion about background of the study, statement 

of the problems, purpose of the study, scope and limitation of the study, significance 

of the study and definition of the key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

In this era, English becomes an essential language to be learnt as the majority 

of international community use English as the tools for communicating. This 

condition is directly imposing the whole nation to be able to speak English. Hence, it 

is not surprising if English also becomes a necessity to survive this modern era and 

most schools teach English as one of compulsory subjects for their students. 

McDonough and Shaw (2003: 133) stated if the competence of a language is judged 

from speaking skill rather than other language skills, it is because communicative 

skills are more often used and needed in the real life to communicate and socialize 

with people all over the world. It is undeniable if speaking is essential for it facilitates 

its learners to master English.  

English learning consist of 4 main skills, they are; reading, listening, writing, 

and speaking. Language teaching in Indonesia, however, is focusing too much on 

grammar proficiency and lack communicative skills so that they can only write but 

cannot speak fluently with other learners. For some reasons, there is a big tendency 

for the students to have very little interest when they are learning to speak English. 
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Moreover, things got worse for the English teachers have very limited teaching 

method and class management control in which make them bored to learn and not to 

mention alleviate their motivation at a significant parameter for studying English. 

According to previous research, it is said that the difficulties of students to speak may 

be caused by some reasons such as students‟ reluctance, lack of motivation, less 

interesting teaching technique, etc (Ristyawati, 2011:2). Not to mention, students that 

have speaking difficulties commonly come from introvert students in which they 

have big tendency to be shy to speak in front of publics.  

Classroom activity must not only about teachers delivering materials and 

students who receive it. In order to make students feel comfortable to teaching and 

learning activity, teachers must have strong empathy and sensitivity toward every 

problems faced by their students. However, students are still immature and probably 

have many life problems that bring bad effects toward them. An effective classroom 

activity there must firstly upholded by strong bonds among teacher and students. 

Klancar (2006) said that classroom is a place where diverse and various students with 

different characters gather. This ancient issue becomes the biggest challenge for all 

teachers to comprehend. How smart the teachers use the variety of method and 

technique in teaching, create nice class, environment, and using games will determine 

the answer toward the issue. 

Based on previous study conducted by Neny Dwiana (2007) showed that 

“Students‟ Motivation in Learning English of Second Year Students of MTS Al 

Amanah Besuki Situbondo”. The result showed that the intrinsic students motivation 

was more influential in improvement speaking skill. The factors of intrinsic 
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motivation are need, intention, and self improvement. From those factors the 

researcher found that self improvement was the highest one, it means that the students 

learned English because they want to increase their knowledge after knowing their 

improvement in understanding the subject. Dian Ika Rusita (2007) who has 

researched “Students‟ Motivation In Learning Speaking At Aakademi Kebidanan 

Blambangan Banyuawangi”. Her findings showed that the students who had good 

motivation would be easier to developed their communication skill to exchange 

information and knowledge. The differences of previous research and those research 

is the previous research only talking about the students‟ motivation learning English, 

as for this research, the writer tries to explain more specific what are the factor that 

supporting and inhibiting students in speaking.    

Based of the statement above, the writer choose “A Study On The Factors 

That Influence Students‟ Speaking Skill of The Second Grade Students At MTsN 

Pajarakan Probolinggo” as the title because the students still got difficulties in 

learning speaking when they are trying to speak up. This research was conducted in 

the second grade students of MTsN Pajarakan Probolinggo.  

In brief, it is important for teachers to diagnose why some students can learn 

speaking ability easier than others and vice versa, so that evaluations and „medicine‟ 

can be implemented directly to help them learning English better than before. 

Therefore, the writer intended to analyze the factors that influence students‟ speaking 

ability. It is hoped that this research is able to give significance considerations for the 

teachers or the next researcher 
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1.2 Statement of the Problem 

1. How is the students‟ speaking ability at MTsN Pajarakan Probolinggo? 

2. What are the factors that support MTsN Pajarakan Probolinggo students in 

improving their speaking skill? 

3. What are the factors that inhibit MTsN Pajarakan Probolinggo students in 

improving their speaking skill? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

1. To explain how is the students‟ speaking ability in MTsN Pajarakan Probolinggo. 

2. To know the factors that support MTsN Pajarakan Probolinggo students in 

improving their speaking skill. 

3. To know the factors that inhibits MTsN Pajarakan Probolinggo students‟ in 

improving their speaking skill. 

 

1.4 Significance of Study  

1. Theoretically, it is expected that the result of this research can give some 

contribution for English Language Education Department students of 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

2. Practically, this study will provide information for English teachers, especially 

English teacher of MTsN Pajarakan Probolinggo. That is, to describe students‟ 

ability in learning, especially in communication for speaking achievement. So 
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that, the teacher is suggested able to develop and increase his teaching and 

learning process. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope in this study is on analyzing the factors that support and obstacle 

students‟ speaking skill. Meanwhile, this study is limited on analyzing the factors that 

support and obstacle second grade students of MTsN Pajarakan Probolinggo. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

Definition is intended to avoid the ambiguity in perceptions of some terms used 

in this study. They are operationally only applied to this study. The definitions are as 

follow: 

1. Speaking  

Speaking is making use words in an ordinary voice, uttering words, knowing and 

being able to use language; expressing oneself in words; making speech (Mora, 

2010: 4). 

2. Factor  

Factor is circumstance, fact, or influence that contributes to a result. (Oxford 

English Dictionary) 

 

 


