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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter explains about research background, research problem, 

hypothesis, research objective, research significance, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key terms.  Each section will be presented as follows. 

1.1 Research Background 

 In learning English, vocabulary is an important part of how to improve 

language skills in the target language as the meanings of new words. Children’ 

language competence will developif their vocabularies are increasing. People will 

understand English expressions if they have enough vocabulary. In order to 

communicate well in a foreign language, the students should acquire an adequate 

number of words and should know how to use them accurately (Huyen and Nga, 

2003). Thus, vocabulary  mastery  is  needed  to  express  some ideas  and  to  

understand  others’ sayings. If people have less vocabulary, they cannot make 

sentences to transfer their messages and it impedes successful communication.  

 In line withMoeller(2009), vocabulary is centrallearning and teaching of a 

second language as it affords learners’ access to all forms of oral and written 

communication that includes literature, music, and content knowledge. It will help 

students master the basic skills in English when they improve their vocabulary.
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 According to Cameron (2001), Building up a useful vocabulary is crucial 

part of learning a foreign language at primary level.It means vocabulary lesson 

should be taught for young learners teaching English in basic. Students of 

elementary school could be called as young learners. 

 In this case, teaching English for elementary student should be different 

fromadult. Students of fourth grade in Elementary School are categorized as 

young learners that can be introduced with simple vocabulary which is related to 

their daily life. It will help young learners master the basic skills in English when 

they improve their vocabulary in fun activity. It is because they often interact with 

others. They imitate what they see and always depend on their teacher in learning 

process. In other words, they will be more confident in speaking by using the 

vocabulary they have mastered.  

 Based on interview and observation during the preliminary study, there are 

several problems faced by the fourth grade students atSDI Surya Buana Malang in 

learning vocabulary. First, the students have poor knowledge of vocabulary 

mastery. When conducting observation, the students got hard to understand the 

lesson well because they are unmotivated to learn English. They have assumption 

that vocabulary must be all memorized. The last, they felt bored and not interested 

in learning vocabulary because the learning processes and methods used by the 

teacher were still monotonous and less interesting. The English teachers still used 

traditional method. Moreover, from teacher interviews, they only use text-book 

without moving by doing a gaming or singing in learning vocabulary. The 

students were only as listeners. Thus, it is important for teachers who concern 
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about teaching English, especially vocabulary, to be creative to implement a 

certain method which can encourage the student motivation and increase 

vocabulary mastery through learning process. 

In relation to the topic, there are previous studies related to this research 

that offer a way to promote vocabulary mastery by using Total Physical Response 

(TPR). Some of them are as follow: first researchwas conducted by Permatasari 

(2014) under the title A study on Total Physical Response (TPR) in Teaching 

English Vocabulary to the First Grade of SDN Gading- Kasri Malang. She found 

positive response toward the application of TPR in teaching vocabulary. Students 

also enjoyed English because they have fun activities. The teacher gives 

instruction then the students immediately give response. It means student centered 

is applied. Another research, conductedby Octaviany (2007) under the title “The 

Application of TPR in Teaching English Vocabulary to the fourth Grades of SD 

Negeri 04 KrajanKulonKaliwungu Kendal in the Academic Year of 2006-2007” is 

memorable. Students’ memorization will be stored longer when they use physic to 

acquire the meaning of the words. In addition, Total Physical Response (TPR)is 

believed as an alternative method to reduce students’ stress when studying foreign 

languages and encourage students to study beyond a beginning level of 

proficiency. Thus, TPR shows strengths that may promote the vocabulary mastery 

by the students. 

Different from the previous research mentioned before, the present study 

isaimed to investigate whether or not promote Total Physical Response 

(TPR)promotes students’ vocabulary mastery forfourth grade.Total Physical 
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Response may support an expected situation. It also gives students a lot of 

motivation to practice English as well they know because the students practice 

directly in real context. They will be able to understand teacher’s instruction when 

they can perform. It is because TPR can give priority to learners to accept the 

lesson, memorize the material and practice it. Body movement can help to get 

vocabulary in which is easy memorized. The students can also learn vocabularies 

enjoyably without any boredom and can build students’ self-confidence. That is 

why the researcher chooses title “Promoting vocabulary mastery through Total 

Physical Response (TPR) for English to Young Learners at thefourth grade of SDI 

Surya Buana Malang”. 

1.2 Research Problem 

Based on the research background above, the research problem can 

beformulated as follows: 

“Does Total Physical Response(TPR) promote vocabulary mastery for 

English to Young Learners Fourth Grade of SDI Surya Buana Malang?” 

1.3 Hypothesis 

Based on the research problem above, the hypothesis of this researchcan 

beformulated as follows: 

H0: Total Physical Response(TPR) does not promote vocabulary mastery for 

English to Young Learners at thefourth grade of SDI Surya Buana Malang. 

H1: Total Physical Response(TPR) promotes vocabulary mastery for English to 

Young Learners at thefourth grade of SDI Surya Buana Malang. 
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1.4 Research Objective 

In accordance with the statement of the problem mentioned previously, 

the objective of the study is stated as follows: “To investigate whether or not Total 

Physical Response (TPR) promotes vocabulary mastery for English to Young 

Learners at the fourth grade of SDI Surya Buana Malang. 

1.5 Research Significance 

This research is expected to give significant contribution for students, the 

teachers, English Language Education Department of UMM, and next researchers. 

Students can be motivated to master English vocabulary well. For the teachers, it 

is expected to be more creative applying TPR method in teaching learning 

vocabulary, not to be difficult. For English Language Education Department of 

UMM, the information about Total Physical Response can be applied in English 

for Young Learners class to teach vocabulary.For the next researchers, the data 

can be used as references. 

 

1.6 Scope and Limitation 

Based on the research background, the scope of this research is focused on 

promoting students’ vocabulary mastery through TPR (Total Physical Response). 

This research, it is limited in teaching imperatives and action verbs because the 

students are young learners.It is also limited in time for conducting treatment 

because the teacher only gives four meetings. Moreover, the method is limited 

only for students at the fourth grade of SDI Surya Buana Malangin the academic 
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year 2016/2017 which the result of the researchcannot be generalized in other 

school. 

1.7 Definition of Key Terms 

Some key terms used in this research need clarification in order to avoid 

ambiguity as well as misunderstanding and misinterpretation. They are explained 

are as follows: 

1. Vocabulary mastery is a skill or knowledge to comprehend and use the

language with proper meaning(Nation:2001).

2. Total Physical Response is a language teaching method built around the

coordination of speech and actionto reinforce comprehension of particular

basic items where they respond physically to parental commands, such as

"Pick it up" and "Put it down”(Asher:2000).

3. English Young Learners (YL) is a learner in 7-12 years old who learn

English. It is also children above 6 years old and below 13 years old

(Phillips:1993).


