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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF THE RELATED LITERATURE 

 

 

 This chapter highlights all the theories supporting the analysis of this study. These 

theories are about speaking and debate. Those are definition of speaking, function of 

speaking, difficulties of teaching speaking, definition of debate, the advantages and 

disadvantages of debate, and the procedure of debate technique. 

2.1 Speaking 

To learn speaking is not easy as it looks because speaking involves both listening 

and the mastery of our vocabulary. Students are demanded to think and reply what the 

opponents said quickly. Therefore, Students will find it difficult and take a long time to 

learn speaking if the students don’t really have a good practice regularly. Therefore, it is 

important to give students as many opportunities as possible to speak in a supportive 

environment. Gaining confidence will help students speak more easily. 

 Speaking has many interpretations on linguistic views. Based on Jo McDonough 

and Shaw (2003), speaking is not just oral production of written language, it is produced 

by some combination of language skills. Therefore, speaking is gathering skills in thought 

and let the mouth delivering them orally. Another statement comes from Fulcher (2003). 

He said that speaking is the use of articulatory system, the actual physical effort of 

producing sounds that result in speech. 

 To conclude, it can be inferred that speaking is expressing ideas, opinions, or 

feelings to others by using words or sounds of articulation in order to inform, persuade, 

and entertain that can be learnt by using some learning methodologies. 

2.2 Teaching Speaking 
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Teaching is not only about transferring knowledge to the students without 

knowing whether the students understand or not, but also about how to establish a 

conducive condition while the teaching and learning process is underway. According to 

Brown(2007:8), teaching is showing or helping someone to learn how to do 

something,giving instruction, guiding in the study of something, providing with 

knowledge causing to know or understand.The way of teaching speaking is different from 

teaching other lessons since speaking is a complex lesson. Therefore, teacher is demanded 

to know what are really needed by the students in the learning activity and how to make 

the class as interesting as possible as well. 

 In teaching speaking, teacher should have principles to run the teaching leaning 

activity so the goals of the speaking will be accomplished. According to Brown 

(2000:275), there are seven principles that can be used by teacher to teach speaking, they 

are: 

1. Use techniques that cover the spectrum of learner needs, from language-based 

focus on accuracy to message-based focus on interaction, meaning, and fluency. 

2. Provide intrinsically motivation techniques. 

3. Encourage the use of authentic language in meaningful context. 

4. Provide appropriate feedback and correction. 

5. Capitalize on the natural link between listening and speaking. 

6. Give students opportunities to initiate oral communication. 

7. Encourage the development speaking strategies.  

2.2.1 Difficulties in Teaching Speaking 
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 Aleksandrak (2011:39) confirms that there are four problems that commonly arise 

in teaching speaking related to individual learner’s personalities and attitudes to the 

learning process. They can be defined as follows: 

1. Inhibition. Unlike reading, writing, and listening activities, speaking requires some 

degree of real-time exposure to an audience. Learners are often inhibited about trying 

to say things in a foreign language in the classroom; worried about making mistakes, 

fearful of criticism or losing face, or simply shy of the attention that their speech 

attracts. 

2. Nothing to say. They often complain that they cannot think of anything to say. 

Learners have problems with finding ideas to speak, formulating opinions or 

comments. 

3. Low or uneven participation. Only one participant can talk at a time if he or she is 

to be heard; and in large group this means that each one will have only very little 

talking time. This problem is compounded by the tendency of some learners to 

dominate while others speak very little or not at all. 

4. Mother tongue used. In classes where all, or a number of, the students share the same 

mother tongue, they may tend to use it; because it is easier, because it feels unnatural 

to speak to one another in a foreign language, and because they fell less exposed if 

they are speaking their mother tongue. If they are talking in small groups, it can be 

difficult to get some classes particularly the less disciplined or motivated ones to keep 

to the target language. 

2.3 Assessment of Speaking Ability  
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Assessment is the procedure to collect data of the student in order to measuring 

the effectiveness of the method or technique which is used in the research. According 

of Brown (2001: 406-407), there are five components that should be emphasized in 

assessment of speaking ability, as follows: 

a. Vocabulary 

It is the total number of words that build a language. Mastering enough vocabulary 

is the important component in speaking skill because students can express their idea 

clearly. 

b. Fluency 

 Fluency can measure how far the students master the topic of speaking and 

understanding about speaking concept itself. In brief, if the students have a good 

fluency when they are speaking in using the target language, it indicates that they 

have understood the speaking concept as well as the purpose. 

c. Grammar 

 Grammar is structural foundation which necessaries to arrange the correct 

sentence and make not only a good understanding but also comprehension between 

speaker and listener. The students who have grammar mastery, of course they will 

able to produce sentence that grammatically correct. 

 

 

d. Comprehension 

 Comprehension is used to describe the stretches of the topic which is being 

spoken by the speakers. It refers to formulating representations of meaning not just 
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from a single sentence but from referents in previous sentences and following 

sentences. So, someone who have good comprehension will able to produce 

utterance that make the listener catch easily the ideas, meanings and feelings 

(Brown, 2001: 406-407). 

2.4 Debate 

2.4.1 Definition of Debate 

 There are many interpretations about the meaning of debate. According to Freeley 

and Steinberg (2005), debate refers to the process of considering multiple viewpoints and 

arriving at a judgment, and its application ranges from an individual using debate to make 

a decision in his or her own mind to an individual or group using debate to convince 

others to agree with them. Then, James (2000) confirms that debate technique is a 

speaking situation in which opposite points of view are presented and argued. A debate 

technique is about the real or simulated issue. The learners’ roles ensure that they have 

adequate share knowledge about the issue and different opinions or interest to defend. At 

the end of activity, they may have to reach a concrete decision or put the issue to a vote. 

 Looking through the conclusion, it can be stated that debate is competition of 

argument or ideas or opinions involving a critical thinking process and speaking skill in 

which there are two opposing parties face to face and each defending their ideas or 

opinions or argument by rational reason. 

 

 

2.4.2 The Advantages of Debate 
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 As a communicative and an interactive technique, debate can be integrated into 

the classroom context. Just by joining, listening and watching a debate in the classroom, 

students can improve their speaking skill automatically. Debate has many advantages in 

teaching speaking (Buckley, 2008): 

1. Debate allows the students to share and cooperate well with one another. 

2. It educates the students’ about responsibility. 

3. It encourages creativity. 

4. It makes friendships and builds rapport with the teacher. 

5. Students are motivated and enjoy the activity. 

6. Finally, it can improve the students’ speaking ability.  

7. Debate is a form of produced conversation.  

8. Within the smaller context of debate students can become more lively and gain 

more confidence.  

 We can add to this the idea that debate can be beneficial to the teaching and 

learning process. Furthermore, Bellon (2000) as cited in Rubiati (2010) also states that 

debate has some benefits in the teaching and learning process.  

1. Debate equips students to learn and cope with both success and failure within both 

the social and the academic context.  

2. Students are able to make and defend informed choices about complicated issues 

outside of their own area of interest.  

3. Debate is not only a way to connect students with academic subjects; it can also 

connect the students to public life.  
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4. The policy that is used in debate specifically can teach the students to adapt to 

multiple perspectives, which is described as one of the most important problem 

solving skills.  

 Moreover, Barkley, et al. (2005) states that there are three benefits of debate for 

students.  

1. Debate can improve students’ motivation to practice their spoken language.  

2. It can embolden students’ critical thinking and develop students’ speaking ability 

in oral communication.  

3. It grows and develops students’ tolerance and recognition of their friends’ 

opinions.  

 Those statements above are considered that debate can be used to enhance 

students speaking within the classroom.  

2.4.3 The Disadvantages of Debate 

 In the learning process, debate has limitations too. According to Malley and Pierce 

in Rubiati (2010), there are three disadvantages of debate. Those are: 

1. Debate technique only can be used for specific subjects, such as subjects that are 

concerned with agreeing and disagreeing and giving argument.  

2. Debate needs a long times for preparation. Much preparation is needed in debating 

in order to make sure the debate runs well. Students should prepare their 

arguments before the debate to make it easier for them to attack the opponent’s 

opinion.  

3. It requires the students to be controlled in defending their argument. Many 

students can’t control their emotion when they defend their argument.  
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 Although it has disadvantages, it seems that the benefits do outweigh the 

disadvantages in the development of English speaking. Moreover, it disadvantages can 

be minimized by the teachers. 

2.4.4 The Procedure of Debate technique 

 It is important to remember that debating is not a discussion process in which there 

is no compromised result as in a discussion. The point of having a debate is to speak out, 

listen to different kinds of opinions and respecting those differences. Barkley (2005:127) 

proposes the procedure of conducting debate, they are: 

1. Propose the motion and ask students to indentify which side of the proposition 

they most support. They can indicate a preference by raising  

2. Explain to students that they will argue the side that is contrary to their own 

beliefs, stressing the benefits of arguing against their personal views (it helps them 

to clarify their own ideas and to deepen their understanding of the issue). 

3. Divide student into four-to six member teams, with half the teams’ assigned to 

one side of argument and the other half assigned to the opposing argument. Try 

to get as many as possible arguing for the side they disagree with, realizing that 

especially with complex issue, students will likely not divide evenly.  

4. Explain ground rules and give the students time to assign role and organize how 

they will prepare for and conduct the debate.  

5. Give students time to prepare their arguments (such as fifteen or thirty minutes).  

6. Pair teams representing opposing sides.  

7. Announce and allow time to present arguments (such as five minutes each side, 

ten minutes total).  
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8. Give teams time to prepare rebuttals (such as ten minutes).  

9. Announce and allow time to present rebuttals (such as five minutes each side, ten 

minutes total).  

10. Hold a whole-class discussion to summarize the important issue and to give 

students the opportunity to discuss the experience of arguing opinions they do not 

hold. 
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